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7 N the following Pages: the heals mes 
find none of the Triumphs peculiar to 
* Martyrdom, nor ay of thoſe Extafies aohich © 
have diſtinguiſbe 3 e particular Chriſti © 
ans on their dying Beds. Such extragrdi= ! 
nary Caſes rather-excite our joyful. N —— 
than are Patterns for our Imitatiun. 
| 8 e Dying Thoughts / Mr. Barter 
eb preſent to our View what every Chrift= | 
ian m attain, and what it is th Bigbe 
Intereſt, as well as the, indiſpenſible Duty 
of every Cbriſtian to aſpire after. See, 
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| bore: bis Doubts and Fears in the Proper 
Eternity; tho” he had ſpent, a long. Life 
in exemplary Helineſs, and in great Near- 


neſs to God and Heaven. See his Jealoufies 
over his own Heart, and anxious Concern 


to diſcover its 'Sincerity ; together with Y s 
ſober. Appeals and earneſt Attention to every : 
Dictate of: Reaſon and Scripture, in Order 


to eftabliſh his Mind and Conſcience in 4 


well. grounded Peace. See, alſo, his un- 
wearied Striving with God and bis own 
Soul, to have every Grace in vigorous Ex- 
erciſe All theſe are well-known Ingredi- 


ents of the Chriſtian Temper ; and thet 


fore tend, not to perplex and diſcourage, 


but to counſel, ſtrengthen and comfort ſeri- 


ous Readers, while they diſcern, in one of © 


Mr .'Baxter's exalted Attainments, the ſame 
Conflicts, Complaints, and Defires, which 


fill their own Breaſts. 


*Tis obſerved of that Noble Lord, Wil- 


liam Ruſſell, who dyed a Martyr for the 
his Death, by a truſly Meſſenger, he ent 


Liberty of his Country, that a little 2 
Mr. Baxter his hearty Thanks for his dy- 


ng — c Which, 6.1 he, have 


60 made 
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| «© made me better acquainted with the other 
 « World, than I was before; and have 


* 


not a little contribut d ts my Support and 
Relief, and to the fitting me for what 1 

« am to go through.” 
FTh0' the Dying Thoughts were written 


A 


£ 


© about Forty Years after tbe Saints Reſt, 
yet both are evidently built on the ſame 


Principles, and are animated by the ſame 
Spirit. And let it ſuffice to add, that the 
Abridgment of both 7 is conducted in the Jo 
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95 T. V Donn, a that is born of a Woman, is of feto 


Days, and full of Trouble. He cometh - 


forth like a 1 8 and is cut down - 
He fleeth uf as a Shad:w, and continaeth nit. And 
deft thau open thine Eyes upon ſuch an one, and bringe/t 
me into Judgement with thee? As a Watch, when 
it is wound up; or, as a Candle newly lighted ; ſo 
Man, newly conceived or born, begins a Motion, 
which iueeſſantly haſts to its appointed Period, And 
as an Action, or the Time of it, is Nothing, when 
it is paſt; ſo vain a Thing would Man be, and ſo 
vain his Life, were it not for the Hopes of a more 
durable Life, with which this is connected. But 
thoſe Hopes, and the Means for ſupporting them, do 
not only diftinguiſh a Believer from an Infidel, but 
a an from a Beaſt. When Solomon deſcribes the 


1Jifference, only in Reſpect to Time and the Things 


of Time, he well obſetves, that one Event, happen- 
ing to both, ſhews that both are Vanity. And Paul 
'ays of Chr ian, Fin this re only we have Hops, 
we are of ail Men moſt miſerab "ho' even in ths 
Lie, as related to a "ws ah and as we ourſelves are 


exerciſed about 'Fhings of a higher Nature than the 


Concerns of a temporal Life, we are far happier 
than the Men of the World. | 


$ 2. I am intending to ſpeak to none but my- 


felf, and therefore (fuppofin og th Meaning of the 
Text to be duly ei all only ly obſerve what 


is uſeful to my own Heart and PraQtice, In this. 
Ghapter J will conſider what there is defirable in the 
preſent Life : Then ſhew (Chap. 2.) the Neceſſuy and 


Reaſonablenefs of believing that pious ſeparate Spirits are 


with Chriſt : Next explain (Chap. 3-) what it is to de- 


part 


— A 


i 


8 n in the preſent Life, 9 


; part, and to be with Chriſt; and (Chap. 4.) why it is 
W far better to be with him, I will Ca”, ( — 5.) 


th . with expreſſing my Concern that I myſelf may be wit- 

a ling to depart, and to be with Chriſt. 

ud $ 3. It was a happy State into which Grace had | 
/ brought this Apoſtle, who ſaw ſo much of what was 
-N not only tolerable, but greatly deſirable, both in li- 
ſo ving and dying. For him to live was Chriſt ; that is, 
Ny to do the Work, and ſerve the Intereſt of Chriſt : For 

1d him to die was Gaim, that is, would be his own In- 
en tereſt and Reward. His Strait was not, whether it 
ſo would be good to live, or good to depart, becauſe 
re both were gd; but he doubted which of the two 
ut was more deſirable. Nor was it his Meaning, to 


bring his own Intereſt and Chriſt's into Competiti- 
on with each other. By Chriſt, or the Intereſt of 
.. Chriſt, he means, his ſerving the Churches of Chriſt 
upon Earth. But he knew, that Chriſt had an In- 

| tereſt alſo in his Saints above; and could raiſe up 
more to ſerve him here. Yet, becauſe he was to judge 
by what appeared, and ſaw that ſuch were much 
wanted upon Earth, this turned the Scales in his 
Choice ; and therefore in Order to ſerve Chriſt in 
the Edification of his Churches, he was more in- 
elined, by denying himſelf, to have his Reward de- 
layed: At the ſame Time well-knowing, that the 
Delay of his Reward would tend to its Increaſe. 
Here let me obſerve, “ That even in this World, 


at “ ſhort of Death, there is ſome Good ſo much to 
bis. N * be regarded, as may juſtly prevail with Believers 
he © to prefer it before the preſent Haſting of their 


© Reward.” — the rather note this, that no Temp- 

tation may carry me into the Extreme of taking 
Nothing but Heaven to be worth minding; and fo 
+ A even 


—— 


n 1 * . oy 7 
1 0 5 « * 


% Mat there is defrrable Oh. x. 
even ſinfully caſt-off the World, on Pretence of 
Maortification, and a heavenly Life. Not that any 
Ihbing on Earth is better than Heaven, or in itſelf 
i to be preferred before Heaven. The End, as ſuch, 
f is better than the Means, and Perfection better than 
1 Imperfection. But the preſent Uſe of the Means 
1 may be ſometimes preferred before the preſent Poſ- 
1 ſeſſion of the End. And the Uſe of Means for a 
| higher End, may be preferred before the preſent 
{ith Poſſeſſion of a lower End. Every Thing has its 
i! '__ _ Seaſon, Planting, Sowing, and Building are not fo 
it good as Reaping, Fruit-gathering, and Dwelling ; 
[ but in their Seaſon they muſt be firſt done. 

li 8 4. But let me enguire, what there is ſo deſirable 


W N . = % 
poo wrt ge nr 
— — 


in this preſent Lie? The Anſwer is obvious: 
For, firft, while this preſent Life continues, the Will 
of Gd is fulfilled, who will have us upon Earth for 
a Seaſon ; and that is beſt which God wills. 
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1 8 5. Secondly, the Life to come depends upon this 

it preſent Life. As the Life of adult Age depends up- 

i" on Infancy ; or the Reward upon the Work ; or 

| the Prize of Racers or Soldiers upon their Run-. 

il ning or Fighting; or the Merchants Gain upon his | 
Voyage. Heaven is won, or loſt, on Earth; the 

Ul Poffetfion is there, but the Preparation is Here. Chriſt 


„Will judge all Men in another State, as their Works 
. have been in this. Firſt well done, goed and 


* 


4 


[+ faithful Servant; then— enter thou into the ey of 
n thy Lord, I have fought a good Fight, I have finiſbed 
ot my Cœurſe . muſt go before the Crown of Righte-Y . 
eeußſneſs which the Lord the rigbtesus Judge ſhail give. 
All that we ever do for Salvation, muſt be done 
here. It was on Earth that Chriſt bimſelf wrought 
the Work of our Redemption, fulfilled all Righte- 
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Hur 8: vation ; ; and here alſo | muſt” we do our 


| Pat” The beftowing of the Reward is God's ; 


Work, who, we are ſure, will never fail. Here 
is no Room for the leaſt Suſpicion of his failing in 
any Thing he undertakes: but the Danger and Fear 
is of our own miſcarrying, left we be no: found ca- 
pable of receiving what God will certainly give to 
all that are fit to receive. To diſtruſt God, is hei- 
nous Sin and Folly; but to diſtruſt ourſelves, is high- 
ly reaſonable. So that if we will make fure of 


Heaven, it muſt be by giving all Diligence to mate 


our Calling and Election ſure upon Earth. If we fear 
Hell, we muſt fear our being prepared for it. And 
it is great and difficult Work we have to do upon 
Earth; as for Inſtance,—to be cured of all dam- 
ning sin! ; to be born again;——to be pardoned 
and juſtified by Faith; to be united to Chriſt, 
made wile to 8 renewed by his Spirit, and 
conformed to his Likeneſs; 
Temptations of the World, the Fleſh and the De- 
vil; to perform all the tics toward God. an( 

Man, that muſt be rewarded ;- —with the Heart 
to believe in Chriſt unto Righteouſuiſ, and with the 
Mouth to make Confeſſion unto Salvation ;—x—alſo to 
er with Chriſi, that we may reign. with him ; and 
be faithful to Death, that we may recerve the Crown of 


obtain, 


$ 6. Thirdly, we are Members eff the World and of 
the Church, fs muſt labor and do goed to many; and 


therefore we have greater Work to do on Earth 


than merely ſecuring our own Salvation. We are 
intruſted wich our Maker's Talents for his Service, 
; A 6 
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nn 
to do our beſt ; in our Places to Fropng t his Truth 


and Grace, to edify his Church, honour his Cauſe, 
and promote the Salvation of as many Souls as we 


can. All this is to be done on Earth, if we will 


ſecure the End of all in Heaven. 


§ 7. It is then an Error, tho” but few are bly 
of it, to think that all Religion lies in minding on- 
ly the Life to come, and in diſregarding all Things 
in this. preſent Life. All true Chriſtians muſt ſeri- 
oufly mind both the End, and Means of attaining it. 


If they believingly mind not the End, they will 
never be faithfull in the Uſe of the Means: If they 


be not diligent in uſing the Means, they will never 
obtain the End. None can uſe Earth well that 


prefer not Heaven; and none but Infants can come 
to Heaven, that are not prepared for it 5 well 


uſing Earth. Heaven muſt have our high ſteem, 
and our habitual Love, Defire, and 10 y; but Earth 
muſt have more of our daily Thoughts for preſent 


Practice. A Man that travels to the moſt deſira- 


ble Home, has an habitual Deſire to it all the Way; 
dut his preſent Buſineſs is his Journey, and therefore 
his Horle, Inns, and Company, his Roads, and his 


Fatigues may employ more of his Thoughts and 


Talk, and Action, than his Home. 
$ 8. I have often wondered to find David in the 


Pſalms, and other Saints before the Coming of 
' Chriſt, expreſs fo great a Senſe of the Things of this 
. preſent Life, and fay fo little of another; making ſo. 


much Account of Proſperity, Dominion, and Vic- 


tories on the one Hand, and of Perſecu ion, and the 
Succeſs of Enemies on the other Hand. But I con- 


ſider, that it was not for mere perſona] and carn:l 


Intereſt, but fer the Church of God, and for his 
Honour, Word, and Worſhip ; for they knew, if 


Things 


*, 
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Things 80 well with us on Earth, . will be ſure 
to go well in Heaven ; if the militant Church proſ- 
per in Holineſs, there is no Doubt but it will tri- 
umph in Glory. Satan does much of his damning 
| Work by Men, as his Inſtruments ; ſo that if we 
eſcape their Temptations, we eſcape much of our 
Danger. When Idolaters proſpered, fr ael - was 
/ tempted, to Idotatry. The Greek Church is now al- 
/ moſt ſwallowed up by Turkih Proſperity and Do- 
minion. Moſt follow the powerful: and proſperous- 

Side. And therefore, for the Glory of God, and 
for our own everlaſting Salvation, uh muſt, while 
upon Earth, greatly regard our own, and much more 
the Churches Welfare. Indeed, if Earth be deſired 
only for Earth, and Proſperity be loved only to gra» 
tify the Fleſh, it. is the certain Mark of damning 
Carnality and an'earthly Mind; But to defire Peace 
and Proſperity, and to have Power in the Hands of 
wiſe and faithful Men, for the ſake of Souls, the 
Increaſe of the Church, and the Honour of God, 
that his Name may be allowed, his Kingdom come, 
and his Will be dine on Earth, as it is in Heaven 
this muſt be chief of our Prayers. 

9. And now, O my Soul! be not unthank-⸗ 

« ful for the Mercies of this preſent Life———This Ba- - 
© dy is ſo nearly united to thee, that it muſt needs 
be a great Help or Hindrance.. Had it been more. 
«© afflicted, it might have been a diſcouraging Clog; 
| > like a tired Horſe in a Journey, or an ill Tool to 

3 a Workman, or an untuned Inſtrument in Mus» 
s fick. A fick or a bad Servant in a Houſe is a 

great Trouble, and much more a bad Wife: But 
thy Body is nearer to thee, than either of thoſe 
could be, and will be more of "7 Concern. Yet 
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7 it, had been more ſtrong and F 1 . 
and Appetite would have 155 
„ ſtronger thy Luſts, the greater an ave 195 
« thy Danger, and much more difficult thy \ Vieory 
© and Salvation. : Even weak Senſes and ed 
© tions have too often prevailed.” How knowelt 
© thou then what ſtronger might have done; When 
e ſee a thirſty Man in a Fever, or Dropſy 3 408 
6 eſpecially when I fee ſtrong and healthful Yauth, \ 
© bred up in Fulneſs, and among Temptations, how 
6 they are mad in Sin, violently carried to it, bear- 
ing down the Rebukes of God and Conſcience, 
Parents and Friends, and all Regard to their own 


4 Salvation; this tells me how great a Mercy 1 


c had, even in a Body not. liable to their Caſe. Al- 
© ſo, many a bodily Deliverance has been of great 
Uſe to my Soul, fenewing my Time and Oppor- 


4 tunity, and Strength for Service, and a ie ire- 


6 quent and freſh Reports of the Love of 
E bod] Yy Mercies were not of £ great Uſe to the Soul 
© Chriſt would not ſo much have ſhewed. his b 
© Love, as he did, by healing all Manner 0 5 
© eaſes. Nor would God promiſe. us A Refurretti- 
© on of the Body, if a failable Body « did not pro- 
© mote the Welfare of the Soul.” 

6 10 © I am obliged to great Thankfulneſs to 

od for the Mercies of this Life, which he has 

© ſhewed to my Friends, That which promotcs 
c. their Joy, ſhould increaſe mine. I ought to re- 


_ & price with them that rejoice. Nature and Gras, 


© teach us to be glad, when our Friends are well an 
© proſper ; tho? all this muſt be in Order to better 


we” Things than bodily Welfare. 


11. 


— : 
„ 


cn. . i die prot L. ug 


8.11 Nor muſt I undervalue ſnch Mereies c 
e this Life as belong to the Land of my Natruity, 
The Want of them are Part of God's theeatened 
«© -Curſe;; and Godlinefs bas a Promiſe. of the Life that © 
&-naw is, and of that which is to come, and ſo is profie 
* table unto all Things. When God ſends. on a 
Land the Plagues of Famine, Peſtilence, War, 
© Perſecution; eſpecially a Famine of the Word of 
God, it is a great Sin to be inſenſible of it, If 
any ſhall ſay, while Heaven is ſure, we have no 
% Cauſe to accuſe God, or to caſt away Comfort, 
«© Hope, or Duty,” they ſay well. But if they fay, . 
« Becauſe Heaven is all, we muſt make light of all 
that befalls us on Earth,” they ſay amiſs. Good 
Princes, Magiſtrates, and publick ſpirited- Men, 
© -who promote the Safety, Peace, and true Proſpe- 
rity of the Common- Wealth, do thereby very 
much befriend Religion, and Men's: Salvation, 
and are greatly to be loved and honoured by all. 
If the civil State miſcarry, or fall into Ruin and 
Calamity, the Church will fare the worſe for it, 
as the Soul does by the Ruins of the Body. Re- 
ligion conſumes away, and falls into Contempt, 
or withered Ceremony and Formality, whereſo- 
ever Tyranny brings Slavery, Beggary, or long 
Perſecution upon the Subjects. Let me therefore 
be thankful for all the Protection of Magiltracy, . 
the Plenty of Preachers, the Preſervation from 
Enemies, the Reſtraint of Perſecution, the Con- 
cord of Chriſtians, and Increaſe of Godlineſs in 
this Land, and eſpecially that the Goſpel is con- 
tinued in it.“ 3 PR 
S 12. © Be particularly thankful, O my Soul! 
6 that Gd hath made any Tie of thee far the Service af 
ET _ 6 his 
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What there- is defiratle Cb. 1. 


in Church on Earrb.— My God, my Soul 
de for this doth magnify thee, and my Spirit rejoi- 


© ceth in the Review of thy great undeſerved Mercy. 
« O what am I, whom thou tookeſt up from the 
<«. Dunghill, or low Obſcurity, that I ſhould live my- 
« ſelf in the conſtant Reliſh of thy ſweet and ſacred 


EG 


«© Truth, and with ſuch encouraging Succeſs com: 
<< municate it to others] That I mult fay, now my 


&. publick Work ſeems ended, that theſe Forty three 
« or Forty four Years J have no Reaſon to think that 


* 


©« ever I laboured in vain ! O with what Gratitude 


&« muſt I look upon all Places where I lived and la- 
& boured, but above all that Place that had my 
« Strength * ! I bleſs thee for the great Numbers of 
* them gone to Heaven, and for the Continuarce of 
« Piety, Humility, Concord and Peace among them. 
« Alſo for all, that by my Mritings have received 
% any ſaving Light and Grace. O my God, let 
„ not my own Heart be barren, while I labour in 
thy Husbandry to bring others unto holy Fruit! 
Let me not be a Stranger to the Life and Power 
« of that ſaving Truth, which I have done fo much 
c to communicate to others! O let not my own 


Words and Writings condemn me, as void of 


5 that divine and heavenly Nature and Life, which 
« J have ſaid ſo much of to the World!“ hs 
§ 13. © Stir up then, O my Soul, thy ſincere 
Deſires and all thy Faculties, to do the Remnant 
of the Work of Chriſt appointed thee on Earth, 
and then joyfully wait for the heavenly Perfection 
in God's own Time. Thou canſt truly ſay, 75 
me to line is Chriſt. It is his Work, for which 
thou liveſt. Thou haſt no other Bufinefs in the 

World, But thou doeſt this Work with a Mix- 


8 ture 
* Kidderminſter, 


2 e eee e WY 
© ture of many Overſights and Imperfections an 


© too mueh troubleſt thy Thoughts with Diſtruſt 


about God's Part, who never fails. If thy Work 


be done, be thankful for what is paſt, and that 
© thou art come ſo near the Port of Reſt. If God 
© will add any more to thy Days, ſerve him with- 
double Alacrity. The Prize is almoſt} within 
Sight. Time is ſwift and ſhort. Thou haſt told 


9 9 * 


others, that there is no-working in the Grave, and 


that it muſt be now or never. Dream not, be- 
cauſe Chriſt's Righteouſneſs was perfect, that God 
will fave the Wicked, or equally: reward? the 
Slothful and the Diligent. As- Sin» is its own 
« Puniſhment, FHolineſs is- much of its own Re- 
ward. Whatever God-appointeth-thee to do, ſee 
* that thou do it ſincerely, and with all thy Might. 
It Sin diſpoſe Men to be angry, becauſe it is de- 
© tefted, diſgraced, and reſifted'; fo that God be 
6 pleaſed, their Wrath ſhould be patiently borne, who 
© will ſhortly be far more angry with themſelves, I 
6 ſhall not be hurt, -when-T am with Chrift, by the 
* Calumnies of Men on Earth; but the ſaving Be- 

nefit will, by converted Sinners, be enjoyed ever- 
© laſtingly.. Wordt and A#ions are tranſient Things, 
and being once paſt are Nothing; but the Ef- 
© fe&t of them on an immortal Soul may be endleſs. 
© All-the Sermons that I have preached, are Nothing 
now; but the Grace of God on ſanctifed Souls 
is the Beginning of eternal Life. It is an un- 
+ ſpeakable Mercy to be thus empleyed ſincerely 
and with Succeſs; therefore I had Reaſon all this 
© while to be in Paul's Strait, and make no Haſte 
in my Deſires to depart. The Crown will come 


a © <& 


* 


© in its due Time; and Eternity is long eneugł to 


enjoy 
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enjoy it, how long ſoever it be delayed. But if 


will do that, which muſt obtain it for myſelf 
S7 


© and others, it muſt be quickly done, before my 
© declining Sun. be ſet. O chat 1 bad no worſe. 
& Cauſes of: my Unwillingneſs yet to die, than my 


©: Deſire to do the Work of Life for my | own and 


other Men's Salvation, and to ſiniſb my Cour je with 
©: Foy, and the Miniſtry I have received fthe Lord l 
8 14. © As it is on Earth I muſt do good to 
© others, ſo it muſt be in a Manner ſuited to their 
©* earthly State. Souls are here cloſely united to Bo- 
dies, by which they muſt receive much good or burt. 


Do good to Men's Bodies, if thou wouldſt do good 


© to their Souls. Say not,. Things corporeal are 
©: worthleſs Trifles, for which the Receivers. will be 
<. never the better. They are Things that Nature 


© is eaſily ſenſible of; and Senſe is the Paſſage to 


the Mind and Will. Doſt thou not find. what a 


Help it is to thyſelf, to have at any T ime any Laſe | 
Fand Alacrity of Body. and what a Burthen and 


s Hindrance Rains and Cares are? Labour then to 


©. free others from ſuch Burthens and Temptations, 


and be not regardleſs of them. If thou muſt re- 
6 2 2 9 5 a=" 4 2 
* joice with them that rejoice, and weep with them that 


theirs ; and avoid thy own Sorrows/in preventing 
ox curing their's. But, alas ! what. Power has Se 
© fiſhnefs in moſt ? How eafſfly. do we bear pur Bre- 
<. thren's Pains and Reproaches, Wants and Aflic» 
tions, in Compariſon of our own ?- How: few 
Thoughts, and how little Coſt and Labour do we 


W K K 


- ** uſe for their Supply „ in Compariſon of what. We 
do for ourſelyes? Nature indeed (teaches: us 


to be ſenſible of our o Caſe; but Grace gelle 
! | | us 


pax | 4 ; at S 5 53x WES 4 , Y 
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Weep, promote then thy own Joy by helping: 


, 4 ebe ii 4 
e us that we ſhould not make fo great a Difference 1 


as we do, but ſhould love our Neighbour at dune 
„ ET | | 78 | 
8 15. And now, O my Soul, conſider how 

© mercifully God hath dealt with thee, that thy 
Strait ſhould. be between two Conditions fo dey 
_ © firable. J ſhall either die ſpeedily, or ſtay yet 
longer upon Earth ; whichever it be, it will be a 
© merciful and comfortable State. That it is deſira- 
© ble to depart, and be with Chriſt, I muſt not doubt, 
and ſhall hereafter more copiouſly conſider. And 
© if my Abode on Earth yet longer be ſo great a 
Mercy, as to be put into the Ballance againſt my 


5 preſent Poſſefion of Heaven, ſurely it muſt be a 3 
6 \t 


| ate which obli 2s me to great Thankfulneſs to- | 
* God, and comfortable Acknowledgment z nor” 

| * ſhould my Pain, or Sickneſs, or Seeing; from 
Men make chis Life on ,arth unacceptable, while . 

© God will continue it. Paul had his Tharn,in the 


| * Flefh, the Meſſenger of Satan to buffet him, and ſuf | 


* fered more from Men, tho leſs in his Health, than 
* I have done; and yet he gloried in his Infirmiutes, - 
and rejerced in bis Tribudations, and was in a Strait 
© betwixt living and dying; yea; rather choſe to live 


* 


6 yet longer.—Alas the Strait of moſt Men is be- 


tween the Deſire of Life for fleſhly Intereſt, and ü 


- 


the Fear of Death as ending their Felicity; be- 
* tween a tiring World 1 makes 
them weary of living, and the dreadful Proſpect of 
* future Danger, which: makes them afraid of dying. - 
If they live, it is Miſery ; if they muſt die, they 
fear greater Miſery ; whether they look behind or 
before them, to this World or the next, Fear and 
FTrouble is their Lot. Yea, many a ſerious Chriſ- 
| e tian. 
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20 Var there is defrale Ch. 1. 
© fan, thro' the Weakneſs of their Truſt in God, 


© hve in this perplexed Strait, weary of living, and 
afraid of dying, continually preſt between Grief 
and Fear. But Paul's Strait was between two Joys, 
which of them he ſhould defire molt. And if 
that be my Caſe, what ſhould much interrupt my 
Peace or Pleaſure? If I live, it is far Chrif, for his 
Service, and to prepare for my own and others 
everlaſting Felicity: And ſhould any Suffering 
make me impatient with ſuch a Work, and fuch 
a Life? If I die preſently, it is my Gain: God, 
who appoints me my Work, limits my Time; 
and ſurely his glorious Reward can never be un- 
ſeaſonable, or come too ſoon, if it be the Time 
that he appoints. When ] firſt engaged myſelf 
to preach the Goſpel, I reckoned, as probable, 
but upon one or two Years, and God has made it 
above Forty four. And what Reaforr have I to be 
unwilling now, either to live; or die? God's Ser- 
vice hath been ſo ſweet to me, that it hath over- 
come the Trouble of conſtant Pains, or Weakneſs 
of the Fleſh, and all that Men have faid or done 
againſt me. How much the following Crown ex - 
ceeds this Pleaſure, I am not able now to conceive, 
There is ſome Trouble in all this pleaſant Work, 


from which the Soul and Fleſh would reſt. And 


& Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord; yea, 
© faith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their Ta- 
Hours, aud their Warks do follow them. — 0 my Soul, 


what Need has this kind of Strait to trouble thee? 
© Leave God to his own Work, and mind that 
© which is thine. So live, that thou mayſt ſay, 


6 gl liveth in me, and the Life which T now live 
in the Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Son of _ 
ts. * | | * 0 


— 


Ch. 1. In the preſent Li. 2 


* who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. Then, as 
| © thou haſt lived in the Comfort of Hope, thou 
© ſhalt die to the Comfort of Viſion and Enjoys : 
© ment. And when thou canſt ſay of God, H#þeſe 
lan ard whom T ſerve, thou mayſt boldly add, 
Kno whom J. have believed, and into his Hands 5 bg 
commit my departing Spirit.“ | 


* 
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1 The Neceſſity and Reifnahlanch of be- 
10 is, By that Fe ſeparate Spirits are 
14, § 1, 2. (I) Such Faith is neceſſary, & 3. (1) to aſcer- 
1 tain the Deſign of Life; I 4. (2) to excite to Holi- 
1 neſs; § 5. (3) to make us know, value, and improue 
= our Mercies; & 6. (4) and to comfort us under Suf- 
| Ferings. $ 7. (II ö Such Faith is reaſonable, becauſe 
{þ} J 8. (1) the Soul is immortal; & 9. (2) this Im- 
11 mortality is the Didtate of . Nature; § 10. (3) 
t& every Man ought to ſeek Happineſs; of 11. (4) Men 
4 0 nd WB rer differ in the Knowledge of God and Fu- 
b turiiy; & 12. (5) God is a:juft Governour ; I 13. 
i (6) and there is a Goſpel Revelation: Alſo becauſe, 
1 '$ 14. (7) of God's Regard to Prayer; § 15. (8) 
15 the Miniftration of Angels; § 16. (9) Satan's 
1 Temptations ; 17. (10) and eſpecially the ſancti- 
+ Hing Influences of the 470 Sdirit. & 18—21. The 
$1 Author inculcates theſe Conf derations upon 1 2 
1 in order to flrengthen his own Faith, 

i YN 1, HE Text ſuggeſts to my Thoughts 


taps 
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oy the Neceſſity of believing that ihe Souls of 
the godly, when departed hence, ſhall be with Chriſi.— 
and the — of fuch a Faith, We are elſe— 
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Y cerningithe Deſſen of Life,—we faul toſe the gf Prb-= 


erful Maotibes to a holy Life, -e cin neither Flows, 
eſtimate, nor iniprove our "Mer cies pier can we deln 
e IE? (? 


our Sufferings with Comfort. 


. (1) Mie fhall be uncerrunn ronceriitg the Ob. 


| fign if Life. It is allowed, mat the right End of = 


Life, is io pleaſe: God. But I muſt defire'to pleaſe 
God beiter than I do in this imperfe& State. I malt 
deſire to pleaſe him perfecHy. And our Defites of 
our ultimate End muſt have no Bounds. God has 
made the Deſire of our own:Happineſs ſo neceſſary 
to the Soul of Man, that it carinot be ſeparated from 
our Deſire to pleaſe: him. Therefore, both in Re- 
ſpe& to God, and to our own Happineſs, we muff 
believe that he is the everlaſting Rewarder of them . 


that diligently ſeek bim. If we know not whether 


God will turn our pleaſing him to our Loſs, or to 


our having no Gain by pleaſing him; this would 


hinder our Love to him, and our Fruſt and Joy in 
him; and conſequently hinder the Chearfulneſs, Sin- 
cerity, and Conſtancy of dur Obedience. Had we 
no Certainty what God will do with us, we muſt 
have ſome Probability and Hope, before we can be 
entirely devoted to his Service. How can a Man 
pitch upon an uncertain End? If he waver ſo as to 
have 
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- aſide both End and Means, he lives not as a Man, 


us our Eſtates, Liberties, and Lives. The 


- 


fs of believing ( Ch. 2. 
have no End, he can. aſe no Means:: And if he lays 


but as a Brute, Or if he pitch upon a wrong Eni 


he will but make Work for Repentance. 


4. (2) We ſhall loſe the moſt powerful Matives: to 


4 holy "Life. Indeed Goodneſs is deſirable for itſelf; 
dut the Goodnefs. of Means, is their Fitneſs for the 


End, We have here Abundance of Hindrances, 
Temptations, and Difficulties, which muſt be over- 
come. Our Natures are diſeaſed, and greatly in- 
diſpoſed to the moſt neceſſary Duties; and will they 
ever be diſcharged, if the neceſſary Motives be not 
believed? Our Duties to God and Man may coſt 

World 
is not ſo happy as commonly to know good Men 
from bad, nor to encourage Piety and Virtue, or to 


forbear oppoſing them. And who will let go his 


preſent Welfare, without ſome Hope of better as @ 
Reward? Men don't uſe to ſerve Cad for nought 5 
or while they think it will be their Loſs to ſerve 
him.—A Life of Sin will not be avoided for inferior 
Motives. When Luſt and Appetite incline Mew 
ſtrongly and conſtantly to their reſpective Objects, 
what {hall ſufficienily reſtrain them, except the 
Motives from Things eternal? Tf Sin fo overſpread 
he Earth, notwithſtanding all the Hopes and Fears 
of a Life to come, what would it do, if there were 
no ſuch Hopes and F ears? 

S5. (3) Me can neither know, * nor improve 
our Mercaes. God gives us all the Mercies of this 


Life, as Helps io an immortal State of Glory, and 


as Egrne/ls of it. Senſualiſts know not what a Soul 
is, nor what Soul-Mercies are, and therefore know 
not the juſt Value of all bodily Mercies; but take 


up 


* E 


Nen. 2. that pious fern Spirits « are "with Chr in. 25 


up el with the Carcaſi, Shell, or Shadno, inſtead 
| of the Life of their Mercies. No wonder they ate 
ſo unthankful for God's Mercies, when they know 
not the real Excellency of them. 

§ 6. (4) Nor can we bear our preſent S 
W 20:75 Comfort, without the Hopes of living with . 
Chriſt. What ſhould ſupport and comfort me un- 
der my bodily L and Pains, my weary 


a Hours, and daily Experience of the Vanity and Vex- 
= a2 of all Things under the Sun, had I not a Proſ- 


pect of the comfortable End of all? I, that have, 
lived in the Midit of great and precious Mercies, 
have all my Life had Something to do to overcome 


_ the Temptation of wiſhing that I had never been 
5 born; and had never overcome it, but by the Belief 
Ng of a bleſſed Life hereafter. We ſhould be ſtrongly 


tempted, in our conſiderate Moments, to murmur 
at our Creator, as dealing worſe by us than by the 
Brutes; if we muſt have had all thoſe Cares, and 
Griefs, and Fears by the Knowledge of what we 
want, and the Proſpe& of Death and future Evils, 
which they are exempted from, and had not withal 
the Hopes of future Felicity to ſupport us. Seneca 
had no better Argument to filence ſuch Murmurers, 
than to tell them, „ If this Life has no more Evil 
* than Good, and you think God does you Wrong, 
* you may remedy yourſelves, by ending it when 
e you will.” But that could not cure the Repi- 
aings of Nature, when weary of the Miſeries of 


D ife, and yet afraid of dying. No wonder that ſo 
this many fancied that Souls were puniſhed in theſe 
. Bodies for Something done in a „ State. 
50U 


„O how contemptible a Thing is Man, ſa ay's Seneca > 
e unleſs he lifts up himſelf above human Things. 
B There 
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ſual Enjoyments, I hated Life, becauſe the Wo: k that 
4s wrought under the Sun, is grievous unto me; for all 
is Vanity and Sexation of opirit. | 


$7 (II) As for the Reaſonablenrſs of believing that 


thought, whether an implicit Belicf of it may not 
be better, than ſearching into it's Nature, and try» 
ing what can be faid againſt it. I have known 
many godly Wamen, who never diſputed the Matter, 
but ſerved God comfortably to a very old Age, and 
who lived many Years in ſuch a chearful Readineſs 
and Defire for Death, as few ſtudious Men ever at- 
tain to: This, no doubt, was the divine Reward. of 
their long and faithful Service of God, and truſting 
in him. On the contrary, as Doubts and Difficul- 
ties are apt to preſent themſelves to an inquilitive, 
Mind, they muſt be anſwered; for if we reject them 
unanſwered, we give them half the Victory over 
us: And a Faich that is not upheld by ſuch Evi- 
dence of Truth, as Reaſon can diſcern and juſtife, 
is often joined with much Doubting, which Men 
dare not open, but do not therefore overcome; and 
the Weakneſs of ſuch a Faith may tend to enfeeble 
all the Graces and Duties which ſhould be ſtrength- 
ened by it. Who knows how ſoon a Temptation 
from Satan, or Infidels, or. from our own dark 
Hearts, may aſſault us, which will not be overcome 
without clear Evidence? Yet many that try, and 
reaſon, and diſpute moſt, have not the ſtrongeſt 
Faith. Indeed there is a wide Difference between 
that Ligbt which diſcovers the Thing itſelf, and a mere 
_— Kind of Knowledge to form Arguments and 
enſwer Objeitions, Unlearned Perſons, who No 
5 it 
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little of the latter, may have more of the former; 
even that Teaching from God, which reaches the 
Heart, as well as the Underflanding. And whos 
does not find it neceſſary to pray hard for this di- 
vine Teaching? When I can prove the Truth of 
the Word of God, and of the Life to come, witk 
” moſt convincing Evidence of Reaſon, I feel my 
eed to cry daily to God, to increaſe my Faith, and 
| to give me that Light which may ſanctiſie the Soul, 
and reach the End. Nevertheleſs this effe&ual Teach- 
ing ordinarily ſuppoſes that which is Artificial. Un- 
learned Chriſtians are convinced, by good Evidence, 
that God's Word is true, and his Rewards ſure ; 
tho' they cannot ſtate that Evidence, or conceive of 
it without ſome Confuſion. With reſpect to curi- 
ous and needleſs Enquiries, beyond what is revealed, 
it As a Believer's Wiſdom implicitly to truſt his Soul 
to Chriſt, and to fear that vain, vexatious Know- 
ledge, which is ſelfiſh, and ſavours of a:Diftruſt of 
God, and is that Sin, and Fruit of Sin, which the 
learned World too little fears. That God is the 
Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him, and that 
holy Souls ſhall be in Bleſſedneſs with Chriſt, I am 
| convinced by the following concurrent Evidences, 
on which my Sou! raiſes it's Hopes: — The Immor- 
tality of the Soul; — The Belief of it naturally implanted 
in all Men; — The Duty of all Men to ſeek after fu- 
ture Happineſs ; — The Difference bitween Men and 
DXutes concerning the Knowledge of Ged and Futurity, _ 
—=T he Juſtice of Gcd, as the Governor of the World; 
Divine Revelation; God's hearing and anſwering 
Prayer; — The Miniftration of Angels ;—The Tempta=- 
trons Satan; — And eſpecially the ſanftifying Ope- 
rations of the and N e 
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weill be fo hereafter, and that for ever. 


28 The Neceſſity and Reaſonablens)s of. TR Ch. 2. 
4 8: ( 1) The Soul of Man is immortal, and theres 


8 if good, cannot be for ever in a bad Condition. 
An immortal Spirit is, A diſtinct, ſelf-conſcious, 


* inviſible Being, endowed with natural Powers of 


6 never. ceaſing Action, Underſtanding, and Will, 

% and which is neither annihilated nor - deſtroyed 
« by Separation of Parts.“ Such is the Soul $0 
Man. If in this Fleſh our Spirits-were not inactiv 

and uſeleſs, we have no Reaſon to think that they 
Tho' by 
the Light of Nature we may know the Immortality 
of Souls, yet without ſupernatural Light, we know 
not what Manner of Action they will have in their 
ſeparate State. It ſatishes me, that God will not 
continue their nobleſt Powers in vain; and how 


| thoſe Powers ſhall be exerciſed, is know to him; 


and this his Word tells us, more than Nature. All 
Things conſidered, there is no Reaſon to fear that 
Souls ſhall loſe their Activity, tho' they change their 
Manner of Action; and fo it is naturally certain 
that they are immortal. And if holy Souls are ſo 
far immortal, their Holineſs muſt infer their happy 
Immortality. The moſt juſt and holy God will 


certainly uſe thoſe well, whom he ae, holy. 


§ 9. (2) The Belief of the Soul's Immortality is na- 
tvrally implanted in all Men, Almoſt all Pagan Na- 


tions at this Day, as well as the Rakes believe 


it. As for the moſt barbarous Cannibals angus 


filians, whoſe Underſtandings are leaſt improved, th 


are rather ignorant of it, than diſbelieve it. The 
ſome Philoſophers denyed it, they were every Way 


inconſiderable: Tho' many others were doubtful, it 
was only a Certainty which they profeſſed to want, 


and not a Probability.—Moſt of the Apoſtates from 


e. beſides thoſe n who have been 
it's 
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it's violent Oppoſers, fully acknowledged it. Ju- 
han was ſo perſuaded of it, that with a View to 
it, he exhorted his Prigſis, and the reſt of his 
Subjects, to great Strictneſs of Life, and to ſee 
that the Chriftians did not exceed them. In- 
W deed few of thoſe that affect, like the Sadducees, to 
W diſbelieve it, are able to free themſelves from the 
| Fears of future Miſery ; but with all their Efforts, 
Conſcience {till troubles them. And whence ſhould 
all this be in Man, and not in Beaſts, if Man had 


no more Cauſe for Hopes and Fears than they? 


$10. (3) Gd has made it every Man's Duty to 
| ſeek after Future Happineſs, as the one Thing needfut, 

and therefore there muſt certainly be ſuch a Happi - 
neſs for them that truly ſeek it. Some believe a State 
of future Retribution; as Chriſtians, Mahometans, 
and moſt Heathens. Others think it is uncertain, ye 


ry probable. And to others it is alſo uncertain, tho 


they rather think it untrue. Now all the/e ought to 
feek after it, and make it their chief Care, and La- 
bour; for Natural Reaſon requires every Man to 
| ſeek that which is Bei with the greateſt Diligence, 
and aſſures us that a Probability or Poſſibility of fu- 
ture everlaſting Happineſs is better, and more wor- 
thy to be ſought, than any Thing attainable in this 
prefent Life. As the Will of Man neceſſarily de- 
fires Happineſs, it muſt defire that moſt, which is 
Beſt, and which is known to be ſo, In this Life, 
thFre is nothing certain for an Hour, It is certain, 
that the longeſt Life is ſhort. It is certain, that 
Time and ſenſual Pleaſure, when paſt, are Nothing, 

and no better than if they had never been. It is al- 
ſo certain, that they are diſſatisfying while we poſ- 
ſeſs them; for carnal Pleaſure is no ſweeter to a 
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Man than to a Beaſt, and to a Beaſt is unattended 
with Fear of Death, or any Miſery after Death; 
nor bas the Beaſt any Labours, Sufferings, or Try- 
als, in Order to obtain a future Happineſs, or avoid 
a future Miſery.— Beſides it is ſelf-evident, from 
the Perfections of God, and from the Nature of his 
Works, that he does not make it Man's natural 
Duty to care and labour moſt for that which ie 
not, or to ſeek what is not to be attained. If ſo, 
the Duty of Man would reſult from Deceit and 
Falſhood; and God would govern the World by a 
Lye, and not by Power, Wiſdom, and Love; and 
the better any Man was, and the more he did his 
Duty, he would be only the more deluded and mi- 
ſerable; and the more wicked and unbelieving any 
Man was, the wiſer and happier would he be. But 
this is contrary. to the Perfections and iy, 
God; for he makes Nothing in vain; nor can He 
lie; much leſs will he make Holineſs itſelf, and all 
that Duty and Work of Liſe which Reaſon obliges 
all Men to perform, to be not only vain, but per- 
NiCIOUS, PE | 
§ 11. (4) The Difference between Men and Brutes, 
with Reſpect to the Knowledge of God and Futurity, 
ſhews that they difter as much in their Hopes. Man 
knows that there is a God by his Works ; and that 
this God is our Lord, our Ruler, and End; and that 
we naturally owe him ail our Love and Obedience; 
and that it is not the Manner even of good Meth 
ſuffer their molt faithful Servants to be Loſers by their 
Fidelity, or to fet them upon labcuring in vain. 
Man alſo knows, that his own Soul is immortal, 
and therefore muſt be we!! or ill for ever, and that 
this oughtto be cared for. And why ſhould God 0 
a : . 


| do ſo is unqueſtionable. If God was not the 
of the World, the World would have no univerſal 
Laws; for no Man is the univerſal Ruler; nor are 
„Kings, and other ſupreme Powers, utterly law- 
leſs and ungoverned. And if God be a Ruler, he 
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| Min all this Knowledge more than to the Brutes, if 


Man is deſigned for no more Happineſs than Brutes ? 


Every wife Man makes his Work fit for its Deſign; 


and wilt not God do fo? If God was not perfectly 


|. wiſe, he would not be God. Therefore to deny 

| Man's future Hopes, is to deny God himſelf. * 
S8 12. (5) The Juſtice of Ged as the Governor of 

the World, infers a State of future Retribution. - If 


God did not govern Man by Laws, Judgment, and 
Executions, there would be no proper Law of Na- 
ture, and Man would have no proper Duty, nor be 
in any Sin or Fault: But Experience tells us, that 
God Morally governs the World; and his * to 


is juſt; elle he is not ſo good as he requires earthly 


| Princes to be, But how is God a righteous Ruler, 
if he draws all Men to him by Deceit? If he obli- 


ges them to ſeek and expect a Reward which he 
will never give ? If he makes Man's Duty his Mi- 
ſery ? If he requires Man to labour in vain ? If he 
ſuffer the Wicked to perſecute and kill his Servants, 


without puniſhing the one, and gloriouſly recom- 


penſing the other in a future State? 


§ 13. (6) The Goſpel-Revelation is the clear Foun- 


dation of our Faith and Hope. God has not left 


us to the mere Light of Nature. Chrift has brought 
Life and Immortality to Light. One greater than an 
Angel was fent from Heaven to' tell us what is there, 
and which is the Way, and to ſecure our Hopes, 


He has conquered Death, and entered before us, as 
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our Captain and Forerunner, into the everlaſting 
Habitations. He has all Power in Heaven and Earth, 
and all Tudgment is committed to him. All his Word 
is full of Promiſes of our future Glory at the Reſur- 
rection. Nor are we without Aſſurance that the 
departing Soul at Death enters upon a State of Joy 
090 Bleſſedneſs; as appears by the Promiſe to 
ne penitent Thief on the Croſs; — the Parable of 
ih rich Man and Lazarus; Chriſt's telling the 
Sad:ucees thut God is not the Grd of the Dead, but of 
the Living; the Tranſlation of Enoch and 'Eli ah, 
and the Appearance of Moſes with Elijah on gi 
Mount of 'T ransfiguration our Lord's arguing, 
that they who kill the Body, are not able to kill the Soul; 
| his commending bis & Spir it into his Father's Hands,. 
and its. being in Par adiſe, while his Budy was in the 
Grave; his e Where I am, there ſtall. 
aizo my FSA be, &C; Stephen 8 ſeeing Heaven \ 
Perc, and his praying, Lord Jeſus, receive my Spirit; 
Our being come to the Spirits ef juſt Men made 
per ect; Paul's deſiring io depart, and ta be with 
Ctrijt 3 rs far beiter, and to be abſent from the 
Bech, and preſent with the Le: d; the Bleſſednefs 
of the Dead which die in the Lo: 5 the di/ob-dicnt 
Spirits being in Priſon, and the Cities of Scdom and 
Gemorrha 22 — the Vengeance of eternal Fire ;- 
alſo Chriſt's ſaying, Il hen ye fail, that is, leave this 
World, e * ſpall be received into everlaſting Habita- 
. 
§ 14. 0 7). G hearing and arfe vering- Prayer in! 
this Life, aſſures his Servants that he is their true 
and faithful Saviour. How often have I cryed to 
him when there appeared to be no Help in ſecond 
Cauſes; and how frequently, ſuddenly, and merci- 
a I, fully 


bear us up in their Hands, 


Ch. 45 that pious ſeparate Spirits, are with Chriſt. 3 3 


| fully 5 _ delivered me! Such extraordinary > 


Changes, beyond my own and other's Expectations, 


while many. plain-hearted, upright Chriſtians by 
Faſting and Prayer ſought God on my Behalf, have 


abundantly convinced me of a ſpecial Providence, and 


W that God is indeed a Hearer of Prayer. I have alſo 


ſeen Wonders done for others, by Prayer, more 
than for myſelf: Tho' I and others are too much 
like thoſe, who cried unto the Lord in their Trouble, 


| and he ſaved them out of their Diſtreſſes, but they py 


get his IVarks, and his Wonders that he ſhewed them. 
—_ what were all thoſe merciful Anſwers, but the 
Fruits of Chriſt's Power, Faithfulneſs and Love, the 


fulfilling of his Promiſes, and the Earneſt of the 


greater Bleſſing of Immortality, which the lame 


Promiſes entitle me'to ? 


§ 15. (8) The Miniſtration of Angels is alſo a 
Help to my Belief of Immortality with Chriſt. They 


have Charge over us, 


jay in the Preſence of 
Cod over our Repentance, and are all miniſir ing 
Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for the Heirs , Salvati- 
on. 
our Father which is in Heaven : 
Man ſhall come in his Glory, all the Holy Angels ſhall 
come with him, and he ſhall ſend them forth, and they 
ſhall ſever the Micted from among the Juſt. Not on- 


| ly sf Old did they appear to the Faithful as Meſſen- 
! gers from God, but many Mercies does God give 


to us by their Miniſtry, And that they are now fo 


friendly and helpful to us, and make up one Socie- 


ty with us, greatly encourages us to hope, that we 
are wade for the ſame Region, Employment, and 
Converſe. They were once in a Life of Trial, 

B 5 tho 


encamp round about Us, — * 


As our Angels, they always behold the Face of 
Ihen the Son of 
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the* not on Farth; and having overcome, they re- 
joice in our Victory. The World above us is not un- 
inhabited, nor dejores our Capacity and Hope; bat 
we are come to the City of the living Gad, and: to an in- 
umerable C F Angels. 

$ 16. (9) Even Satan himſelf by bis Ti emptationt 
has many Ways ec my Hopes of Immorta- 
lity. Few Men, I think, that obferve what paſſes 
within them, but have had ſome Experience of ſuch 
inward Temptations, as ſhew that the Author of 
them is an inviſible Enemy, and aſſure us that there 
are Diabolical Spirits, which ſeek Man's Miſery by 
tempting him to Sin, and conſequently that a fu- 


ture Happineſs or Miſery muſt be expected by us 
_ -- * 


C 17. (10) More eſpecially the ſanftifying Opera- 
Hons of the Spirit of Ged are the Earneſt of Heaven, 


and the ſure Prognoſtick of our immortal Happineſs. 
fis a Change of grand Importance to Man, to 
be renewed in his Mind, his Will, and Life. It re- 
pairs his depraved F aculties. It cauſes Man to live 
as Man, who was degenerated to a Life too much: 
like the Brutes. Men are Slaves to: Sin, till Chriſt 
makes them free. I here the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is Liberty. If the Love cf God ſhed abroad on 
our Hearts, be not our Excellence, Health, and 
Beauty, what is? That which is born of the lab, 55 
Fleſh, and that whici) is born of the Spirit, is Spirit. 
Without Chriſt and his Spirit, we can do Nothing. 
Our dead Notions and Reaſon, tho' we ſee the Truth, 
Have not Power to overcome "Temptations, nor rail 
up Man's Soul to its Original and End, nor poſſeſs us 
with the Love and joyful Hopes of future Bleſſed» 
nels, It were better for us to have no Souls, m_ 
ave 


* 


Ch. 2. that piaus ſcperan Spirits art with Cr ii 35 
have our Souls void of the Spirit of God. Fa- 


ven is the Deſign and End of this important Change. | 


What is our Knowledge and Faith, but to know 
and believe that Heaven conſiſts in the Gloty and 
Love of God there manifeſted; and that it was pur- 
chaſed by Chriſt, and given by his Covenant? 
What is our Hope, but the Hape ef Glory, which 
toe thro" the Spirit wait far? What is our Love, but 


a Deſire of Communion with the Bleſſed God, Be- 


gun here, and perfected” hereafter ? What Chriff 
teaches and commands, he works in us by his Spi- 
rit. He ſends not his Spirit to make Men craftier than 
others for this World; but wiſer to Salvation, and 
more holy and heavenly. The Children of ths World 
are in their Generation wiſer than the Children of © 
Light. Heavenly-mindedneſs is the ſpecial Work 
of the Spirit. In producing this Change the 5 | 
rit overcomes all Oppoſition from the World, the Fleſh 

and the Devil, Chriſt firſt overcame the World, 
and teaches and cauſes us to overcome it, even its 
Flatteries and its Frowns. Our Faith is our Victory. 
Whether this Victory be eaſy, and honourable to 
the Spirit of Chriſt, let us appeal fo our Experience 
of the Wickednefs of the World, and of our own: 
Weakneſs and Falls. | 
the Soul of Man but God. Not the moſt learned'an® 
holy Teachers, or the wiſeſt and moſt affectionate 
Parents, or the greateſt Princes. Evil Angels nei- 


ther can, nor will do it. Good Angels do Nothing 


towards it, but as the obedient Miniſters of God. 
e cannot quicken, illuminate, or ſanctifie our- 
ſelves; and tho' we have ſome Power, both Con 
ſcience and Experience teſtifie, that we have No» 
thing but what we have 5 „ 
225 e 515 


None can ds this Work an 5 
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all his Promiſes. — 
true Believers, is evident by the Effetts of it. They 


and Tendency is heavenly ; he that ſets our Hopes 
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bis Spirit to all true Believers, to be in them as his 
Advocate, Agent, Seal and Mark; and indeed the 
Spirit here, and Heaven hereafter, are the chief of 
— That this Spirit is given to all 


have Ends, Affections, and Lives different from the 
reſt of Mankind. They live upon the Hopes of a 
better Life, and their heavenly Intereſt overrules all 
the oppoſite Intereſts of this World ; in Order to 
which they live under the Conduct of divine Autho- 
rity, and to obey and pleaſeGod is the great Buſineſs 
of their Lives. T he Men of the World diſcern this 


Difference, and therefore hate and oppoſe them, be- 


cauſe they find themſelves condemned by their hea- 
oy Temper and Converſation. Believers are 
conſcious of this Difference; for they defire to be 


better, and to truſt and love God more, and to have 


more of the heavenly Life and Comforts; and when 
their Infirmities make them doubt of their own Sin- 


cerity, they would not change their Governor, Rule 
or Hopes for all the World; and it is never ſo well 


and pleaſant with them, as when they can truſt and 
love God moſt; and in their worſt and weakeſt 
Condition they would fain be perfect. Indeed, 


whatever real Goodneſs is found among Men, it is 


given by the ſame Spirit of Chriſt: But it is notori- 
ous, that, in Heavenly-mindedneſs and Virtue, no 


Part of the World is comparable to ſerious Chri/ti- 
@ns,— This Spirit Chriſt alſo expreſsly promiſed, as 


the Means and Pledge, the Fir/i-Fruits and Earneſt of 
tie heavenly Glory; and therefore it is a certain 
Proof, that we ſhall have ſuch a Glory. He that 
gives us a ffiritual Change, which in it's Nature 


and 


and Hearts on Heaven, and turns the Endeavours 
| of our Lives toward future Bleſſedneſs, and promi- 
ſed this preparatory Grace as the Earneſt of that 
Felicity; may well be truſted to perform his Word 
in our compleat, eternal Glor x.. 
$18. And now, O weak and fearful Soul ! 
why ſhouldſt thou draw back, as if the Matter. 
was doubtful? Is not thy Foundation firm? Is 
not the Way of Life, thro' the Valley of Death, 
made ſafe by him that conquered Death! Art 
thou not yet delivered from the Bondage of thy 
Fears? Haſt thou not long ago found in thee the 
Motions, and effectual Operations of this Spirit? 
And is he not ſtill reſiding and working. in thee, as 
the Agent and Witneſs of Chriſt ? If not, whence 
are thy Groanings after God, thy Deſires to be 
nearer to his Glory, to know him and love him 
more? Whence came all the Pleaſure thou haſt 
had in his ſacred Truth, and Ways, and Service? 
Who ſubdued for thee thy Folly, Pride, and vain 
Deſires? Who made it thy Choice to fit at the Feet 
of Feſus, and hear his Ward, as the better Part, and 
count the Honours and Preferments of the World 
but Dung and Droſs? Who breathed in thee all. 
thoſe Requeſts thou haſt ſent up to God? Over- 
value not corrupt Nature; it brings forth no ſuch: 
Fruits as theſe, Remember what thou waſt in 
the Hour of Temptation, how ſmall a Matter has: 
drawn thee to Sin. Forget not the Days of thy. 
youthful Vanity, Overlook not the Caſe of thy 
ſinful Neighbours, who in the midſt of Light, ſtill 
live in Darkneſs, and hear not the loudeſt Calls 
of God. Is it no Work of Chriſt's Spirit that 
has made thee to differ? Thou haſt — 3 
| | 0 


A GG W MM /n W, „ A” W WW W e HA A . -ůãm· g e 


- e 1 * _” 6 2 
* * 5 


© f 


38 The Neceſſity and Reaſenablneſi of believing Ch. 2. 


pboaſt of, and much to be humbled, and alſo to 
© be thankful for. Thy holy Defires are, alas! too 
weak; but they are holy, Thy Love has been 
© too cold; but it is the moſt holy God whom thou 
© haſt loved. Thy Hopes have been too low; but 
thou haſt hoped in God, and for his heavenly 
© Glory. Thy Prayers have been too dull and in- 
6 terrupted; but thou-haft prayed for Holinefs and 
„Heaven. Thy Labours have been too flothful ; 
© but thou haſt laboured for God, and Chriſt, and: 
E the good of Mankind. Tho” thy Motion was too 
c weak and flow; it has been Godward, and there- 
6 fore it is from God. O bleſs the Lord, not only 
© forgiving thee his Word, and fealing it with un- 
© controuled Miracles, but atfo for ftequently and 
© remarkably fulfilling his Promiſes, in the Anſwer 
of thy Prayers, and in great Deliverances of thy- 
E ſelf and of many others; and that he has by Re- 
© generation been preparing thee for the Light of 
© Glory! And wilt thou yet doubt and fear, againſt 
© all this Evidence, Experience, and Foretaſte?* 

$ 19. I think it no needleſs Labour to confirm 
my Soul in the full Perſuaſion of the Truth of its 
immortal Nature, and of a future Life of Foy or 
Miſery, and of the certain Truth of the Chriſtian- 
Faith. I can no more doubt the Being and Perfec- 
tion of Cod, than whether there be an Earth ora 
Sun. Chriſtianity is only known by Revelation; | 
which is fo atteſted externally to the World, and 
internally to holy Souls, as makes Faith a ruling, 
victorious, and comfortable Principle. But the Soul's- 
Immortality and future Reward is known in ſome 
Meaſure by the Light of Nature, and more perfectly 
by Revelation. When I conſider the a” 


1 


we Spirits ave with-Obrifl. 38 
lineſs of Men's Hearts and Lives to fuch a Bdief as 
we all profeſs, I carinot but fear, that not only the 
Ungodly, but moſt that truly hope for Glory, have 
a far weaker Belief of the Soul's Immortality, and 
the Truth of the Goſpel, than they are apt to ima« 
gine. Can I be fully perfuaded of the future Re- 
wards and Puniſhments of Souls, and that we ſhall 
de judged hereafter as we have lived here, without 
deſpiſing all the Vanities of the World, and ſetting. 
my Heart with Reſolution and Diligence to a holy, 
heavenly, fruitful Life? Who could ſtand trifling, 
as moſt Men do, at the Door of Eternity, that ve- 
rily believed his immortal Soul muſt be fhortly 
there? Tho' ſuch a one had no Certainty of his 
own Salvation, he would nevertheleſs ſearch and try, 
watch and pray, and ſpare no Care, Coſt, or La- 
bour to make all ſure. If a Man once faw Heaven 
and Hell, would he not afterwards exceed the moſh 
reſolute Believer? I confeſs there is much Weak-- 
| neſs of Faith in Things unſeen, even where there 
is Sincerity, But where there is little Diligence for 
the World to come, I muſt think there is but Httle 
Belief of it, and that ſuch Perſons are not aware 
how much: they ſecretly doubt the Truth of it. 
Moſt complain of the Uncertainty of their Title to 
Salvation, and very little of their Uncertainty of 4 
Heaven and a Hell. Whereas: a hearty Perſuaſion 
of the latter, would do more to convince them of 
the former, than long Examinations, and many 
Marks of Trial. It would indeed confound Faith- 
and Reaſon, if in the Body we had as clear and 
lively Apprehenſions of Heaven and Hell, as Sight 
would occaſion; nor is the Soul fit, while in the: 
Body, to bear ſugh a Sight, But yet there is an- 
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 over-ruling Seriouſneſs, to which the Soul muſt be 
brought, by a firm Perſuaſion of future Things. 
And he that is careful and ſerious for this World, 
and looks after a better only in the ſecond Place, 
muſt give me Leave to think that he believes, but as 
he lives, and that his Doubting of a Heaven and 
. is greater than his Belief.  _ 

$ 20. O then, for what ſhould my Soul more 
pray, than for a clearer and ſtronger Faith? © 1 
&« believe, Lord, help my Unbelief! I have many 
« thoufand Times groaned to thee under this Bur- 
e then of remaining Darkneſs and Unbelief. I have 


% many thouſand Times thought of the Evidences 


« of Chriſtianity, and of the Neceſſity of a lively, 
« powerful, active Faith. I have cryed to thee 
„Night and Day, Lord, increaſe my Faith! I have 
“ written and ſpoken that to others, which might 
« be moſt uſeful to myſelf, and render my Faith 
« more like Senſe, Yet, Lord, how dark is this 
„ World? What a Dungeon is Fleſh? How little 
c clearer are my Perceptions of Things unſeen, 
ce than they were long ago? Is no more Growth 
& of them to be expected? Does the Soul no more 
&« increaſe in vigorous Perception, when the Body 
« no more increaſes in the Vigor of Senſation ? 


« Muſt I ſit down with fo low a Meaſure, when 1 


& am almoſt there, where Faith is changed for 
« Sight? O let not a Soul that is driven from this 
« World, and weary of Vanity, and can think of 
& little elſe but Immortality, that ſeeks and cries 


“ both Night and Day for the heavenly Light, and 


ce fain would have ſome Foretaſte of Glory, and 


c ſome more of the Firſt-Fruits of the promiſed 


6 Joys, —let not ſuch a To. either long, pr c T3 
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« ſtrive in vain! Puniſh not my former grieving of 
„thy Spirit, by deſerting a Soul that cries for thy 
« Grace, ſo near it's great and unconceivable 
« Change? Let me not languiſh in vain Deſires, 
« at the Door of Hope; nor paſs with Doubts and 
« Fears from this Vale of Miſery ! Which ſhould: 
« be the Seaſon of triumphant Faith, and Hope, 
&« and Joy, if not when I am entering on the World 
ce of Joy? O Thou, that haſt left us ſo many Words 
of Promiſe, that our Foy may be full, ſend, O ſend 
&« the Comforter, for without his heavenly. Beams, 
ce after a thouſand Thoughts and Cares, it will {till 
„be Night and Winter with my Soul!“ 

§ 21. But | fear a Diſtruſt of God and my Re- 
decmer, has had too great a Hand in my Deſires af- 
ter a more diſtinst Knowledge than God ordinarily 
gives to Souls in Flech. 1 know that I ſhould im- 
plicitly, abſolutely, and quieily commit my Soul into 
niy. Redeemer's Hands; for a diſtruſtful Care of the 
Soul, as well as the Body, is our great Sin and 
Miſery. Yet we muſt deſire that our Knowledge 
and Belief may be as diſtin, as Divine Revelations 
are. We can love no farther than we know; and 
the more we know of God and Glory, the more we 
ſhall love, defire and truſt. If I may not be ambi- 
tious of too ſenſible and diſtinct Foretaſtes of Things 
unſeen, yet I muſt deſite and beg the moſt fervent 
Love of them that J am capable of, that my Soul 
may not paſs with Diftruſt and Terror, but with 
ſuitable triumphant Hopes,; to everlaſting Pleaſures. 
15 O Father of Lights, wha giveſt Wiſdom to 
« them that ask, ſhut not up this ſinful Soul in 
* Darkneſs ! Leave me not to grope in unſatisfied. 
* Doubts, at the Door of celeſtial Light! Deny 
| 5 me 


* 
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me not now the lively Exerciſe of Faith, Hope, 

„ and Love, which are the Stirrings of the New 
' « Creature, the Dawnings of eternal Day, and the 
« Earneſt of the promiſed Inheritance !'—— Tho” 


a / - like Cicerg's, after reading Plato's Book on Immor- 


tality, our Doubts return, and our Fear interrupts 
and weakens our Defires and Joys» yet I find that 
it is chiefly an irrational Fear, occalioned by the 
Darkneſs of the Mind, the Greatneſs of the Change, 
the dreadful Majeſty of God, and Man's natural 
Averſion to Death; even when Reaſon is fully ſa- 
tis fied that ſuch Fear is conſiſtent with certain Safe - 
ty. Were Ion the top of a Caſtle or Steeple, faſt- 
ened by the ſtrongeſt Chains, or guarded by the 
ſureſt Battlements, I could not poſſibly look down 
without Fear; and ſo it is with our Proſpect into 
the Life to come. If therefore my Soul fees unde · 
niable Evidence of Immortality, and is able by irre- 
fragable Arguments to prove a future Bleſſedneſs; if 
I am convinced that Divine Promiſes are true, and 
truſt my Soul, and all my Hope, upon them ; then, 
neither my Averſeneſs to die, nor my irrational Fear 
of entering upon Eternity, can invalidate the Rea- 
ſons of my Hope, nor prove the Unſoundneſs of my 
Faith, but only the Weakneſs of it. y are ye 
fearful, O ye of little Faith *——was Chritt's juſt 
Reproof to his Diſciples. A timorous Heart needs 
to be chided, by ſaying, phy art thou caſt dawn, 
O my Soul] and why art thou diſquieted within me? 
Hope thou in God, ce, 
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What it is to depart, and to be wich 
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KEE 2. (1) To 4 with Chrift includes, 82 (3) 
bis Preſence, & 4 (2) Union to him, and & 8. 
(3) Communion with him, and 8 6. with bx 
12 Saints. §& 7. (II) In Order to be with 
2 we mut 3 $ 8. (1) from the Body 

9. (2) from former bodily Enj ment; and 
10. (3) from the more rational Pleaſures 
3 § 11. Friendſbip, & 12. Adzant of 

Grace, aud & 13. ' ftquaintance with warldy 
Affairs. & 14. The Author has 1o-Fear that the - 
Church will want him, & 15. Defires chearfully 
to ſubmit to a Separation from the Bad, and & 16; 


17. laments his Saul s Aa to * en | 
Senſe. | 


{ 


S1.T AVING proved that Faith and Hope have 
| a certain future Happineſs to expect, the 
Text directs me next to conſider, — what it is t9 
| be with Chrift, and what it is to Ea in order 

to be with him. 

Y 2. (I) To be with Obrift includes——Preſence 


with him. Union to * and Participation of hit 
Happineſs, 
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3. (1) The Preſence of Chriſt, which pious ſe- 
parate Spirits ſhall enjoy, muſt refer to his God- 
head, as well as to his human Soul and Body. We 
ſhall be preſent with the Divine Nature of Chriſt, as 
manifeſted in and by his Glory, He teaches us to 
pray, Our Father, which art in Heaven, . becauſe in 
Heaven the Father gloriouſly ſhines forth ts holy 


Souls. TheSoul of Man is eminently ſaid to be imthe 


Head, becauſe there it underſtands and reaſons, and 
not in the Foot or Hand, tho' it be alſo there, As 
we look a Man in the Face when we talk to him, 
ſo we look up to Heaven when we pray to God, 
'Fho' in God we live, and move, and have our Being, 
both as the God of Nature and Grace ; yet by the 
Works and Splendour of his Glory He is eminentlyin 
Heaven, ' manifeſting himſelf there by ſome created 
Glory; for his Eſſence is the fame every where, — 
We halt be preſent with the human Nature of Chriſt 
both Soul and Boch. But here our preſent narrow 
Thoughts muſt not too boldly preſume to determine 
the Difference between Chriſt's glorified Body, and 
his Fleſh upon Earth; nor where his glorified Body 
is, nor how far it extends; nor be ein his Soul 


and his glorified Body differ, ſeeing it is called a 


ſpiritual Body. We can conceive no more of ſuch 
a Body, than that it is pure, incorruptible, inviſible 
to mortal Eyes, and fitted to the moſt perfect State 


of the Soul. Nor need we wonder how a whole 
World of glorified Bodies can all of them be preſent 


with the one Body of Chriſt; for as the Solar 


Beams are fo preſent with the Air, that none can 
diſcern the Difference of the Places which they poſ- 


ſeſs, and a World of Bodies are preſent with them 


BA bath; 


Py 5 = 
n 1 


* Ch. 3. and to be with Cbriſ. 45. 
ſe⸗ both; ſo may all our Bodies, without any Confuſi- 
0 on, be preſent with Chriſt's Body. | 
Ve § 4. (2) The Union to Chriſt, "which pious foes 
as rate Spirits ſhall alſo enjoy, mult be like that of Sub- 
to jects to their King; but how much more we know. 
in not. The more ſpiritual, pure, and noble any Na- 
oly tures, are, the more Inclination they have to Union. 
the uch Inſtances of Union, as the Vine and Branches, 
ind the Head and Members, are of extenſive Import; 
As yet being but Similitudes, we cannot determine how'.. 
im, extenſive. Far be it from us to think that Chriſt's: 
> glorified Body is of ſuch an earthly Compoſition, 
ing, and of ſuch a limitted Extent, as it was here; for 
the then, as his Diſciples and a few more were preſent 
yin with him, while the reſt of the World were abſent, 
ated and had none of his Company; ſo it would be in 
5 Heaven. But all true Believers from the Creation 
hriſt to the End of the World, as well as a Paul, ſhall 
row be with Chrift and ſee his Ghry. And tho these will 
ine be different Degrees of Glory, as there have been 
ad of Holineſs, yet none in Heaven are at ſuch a Diſ- 
Zody tance from Chriſt, as not to enjoy the Felicity of 
coul his Preſence. | 
led a $5. (3) We ſhall alſo have Communizsn with the Di- 
ſuch vine and Human Natures of Chriſt ; both which ſhall 
ble be the {clicitating Objects of perfect Knowledge, and 
State holy Love, to the ſeparate Spirit before the Reſur- 
phole rection. The chief Part of this Communion will 
eſent conſiſt in Chriſt's Communications to the Soul. As: 
Solar the whole Creation is more dependent on God, than 
> the Fruit on the Tree, or Plants on the Earth, 
poſ- Ml the Members on the Body ; ſo God. uſes ſe- 
hem cond Cauſes in his Communications to inferior Na- 


both; bures; and it is more than probable, that Chriſt's 
| Human 
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Human Nature is the ſecond Cauſe of communica- 
ting both Grace and Glory, both to Man in the 
Body, and to the ſeparate Soul. As the Sun is 
both the Cauſe and Object of Sight to the Eye; 
ſo is Chriſt to the Soul. For as Gd, fo the Loni 
is the Light and Glory of the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and in his Light we fhall have Light. "Fho' Chriſt 
ſhall give up the Kingdam to tbe Father, ſo that God 
may be all in all, and his Creatures be fully reſtored 
to his Favour, amd 2 healing Government for re- 
covering lapſed Souls to God fhall be no more 
needed; yet furely he will not ceaſe to be our Me- 
diator, the Churches Head, and the Channel of 
eveilaſting Light, Life, and Love to all his Mem- 
hers. As we now ive. becauſe he lives, like the 
Branches in the Vine; and as the Spirit that now 
quickens, enlightens,- and ſanctifies us, is firft the 
Spirit of Chriſt before it is our's ; and is communi- 
cated from God thro' him to us; ſo will it be in 
the State of Glory. There our Union and Com- 
munion with him will be perfected, and not de- 
ſtroyed or diminiſhed.— As it would be Arrogance 
to think we ſhall be above the Need and Uſe of 
Chriſt and his Communications; ſo, I doubt not, 
we ſhall ever have Uſe for one another; as is plain- 
ly intimated by fitting down with' Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob in the Kingdom of God; by being in Abra- 
ham's Beſom; by yn at 857% s right and left Hand 
in his Kingdom ; by being made Ruler over ten Cities; 
and by joining ih tho: that /mg the Song of Moſes 
and of the Lamb. 
86. And certainly if I be with Chriſt, I ſhall be 
with all them that are with Chriſt ; even with all 
the heavenly Society. Our mortal Bodies muſt 


have 
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have ſo much Room, chat the Earth is little enough 
for all its Inhabitants. So narrow is our Capacity 
of Communion here, that thoſ at the Anti podes, or on 
| the oppoſite Side of the Exrth, are almoit as ſt.ange 
to us as if they were in another World, What 
Strangers ale we to thaie of another Kingdom, 
County, or Pariſh, and even of another Houle ? But 
we have great Cauſe to think, by many ſcriptural 
Expreſſions, that our heavenly Union and Com- AY 
mun'on will be neater and more extenſive, and that i 
all the Glorified ſhall nau each other. It is, I con- 3g 
feſ:, a pleaſant Thought to me, and greatly helps 1-7 
my Willingneſs to die, to think that I hall go to all n 
tbe holy Ones, both Chrift, and Angels, and pious ſapa- 
rate Spirits, They ate each of them better, and 
more amiable than I am. Many are better than 
one, and the perfect Whole than a finful Part, and 
the New Jeruſalem is the Glory of the Creation. 
God has given me a Love to all that are holy far 
their Holineſs; and a Love to the Work of Love 
and Praiſe which they continually and perfectly 
perform; and a Love to his celeſtial Habitation, to 
W his Glory ſhining there. My old Acquaintance, 
with many a holy Perſon gone to Chriſt, makes m. 
Thoughts of Heaven the more familiar to me. 
how many of them could I name! And it is no 
ſmall Encouragement to one that is to enter upon 
an unſeen World, to think that he goes no untrod- 
den Path, nor enters into a ſolitary or ſingular State; 
but follows all that have paſſed by Death, from the 
Creation to this Day, into endleſs Life. O how 
embo'dening to conſider, that I am to go the ſame 
Way, and to the ſame Place and State, with all 
the Believers and Saints that have ever gone before 
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$7. (IT) But I muſt depart before I can thus b. 
with Chriſt. | I muſt particularly depart—from this 
Boch, — from all its former Delights, —and alſo from 

more rational Pleaſures belonging to the preſent Life 
and World. | 7 1 
88. (1) I muſt depart from this Body. Here theſe 
Eyes muſt ſee no more, this Hand move. no more, 
theſe Feet walk no more, this Tongue ſpeak no 
more. As much as 1 have loved, and over: loved, 
this Body, I muſt Jeave it to the Grave. There 
muſt it lie, and rot in Darkneſs, as a neglected and 
 Joathſome Thing. This is the Fruit of Sin, and 
Nature would not have it ſo.—But it is only my 
Shell, my Tabernacle, my Cloathing, and not my 
Soul itſelf. ——It is only a Diſſolution; Earth to 
Earth, Water to Water, Air to Air, and Fire to 
Fire,—It is but an Inſtrument laid by, when all its 
Work is done; a Servant diſmiſſed, when his Ser- 
vice is ended: As I caſt by my Lute, when I have 
better Employment.—It is but as Flowers die in 
Autumn, and Plants in Winter.—lIt is but a Sepa- 
ration from à troubleſome Companion, and putting 
off a Shoe that pinched me. Many a ſad and pain- 
ful Hour, many a weary Night and Day have I had. 
What Cares and Fears, what Griefs and Groans 
has this Body coſt me? Alas! how much of my 
precious Time has been ſpent to maintain, pleaſe, 
or repair it? Often have I thought that it coſt me 
ſo dear to live, yea to live a painful, weary Life, 
that were it not for the higher Ends of Life, I had 
little Reaſon to be much in Love with it, or be loth 
to. leave it, To depart from ſuch a Body, is but 
to remove from a ſordid Habitation. I know it is 
the curious wonderful Morꝭ of God, and not 9 oo 
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| deſpiſed; or unjuſtly diſhonoured, but admired and 
| well-uſed ; yet our Reaſon wonders that ſo noble a 
| Spirit ſhould be ſo meanly houſed, for we mult call 


it, Our vile Body.— 


Cc me. 
Life, 1 
had 


To depart from ſuch a Body, 
is but to be looſed from the Bondage of Corruption, 
om the Clog and Priſon of the Soul. That Body, 


which was a fit Servant to the Soul of innocent 
Man, is now become as a Priſon. 


to depart from ſuch a Body, is but to be ſeparated 


And further, 


from an accidental Enemy, and one of our greateſt 
and moſt hurtful Enemies; not indeed as the Work 
of our Creator, but as the Effect of Sin. What 
could Satan, or any other Enemy of our Souls, have 
done againſt us without our Fleſh ? What is it but 
the Intereſt of this Body, that ſtands in Competiti- 


on with the Intereſt of God and our Souls? What 
elſe do the Prophane ſell their heavenly Inheritance 


for, as Eſau his Birthright ! What elſe is the Bait 


of Ambition, Covetouſneſs, and Senſuality? What 


takes up the Thoughts and Cares which we ſhould. 


lay out upon Things ſpiritual and heavenly, but this 
Body and its Life? What ſteals away Men's Hearts 
from the heavenly Pleaſures of Faith, Hope, and 
Love, but the Pleaſures of this Fleſh ? This draws 
us to Sin, and hinders us from, and in, our Duty. 
Were it not for bodily Intereſts and its Temptations, 
how much more innocent and holy might I live? L 
ſhould have Nothing to care for, but to pleaſe God, 


| and to be pleaſed in him, were it not for the Care 


of this bodily Life. What Employment ſhould my 
Will and Love have, but to delight in God, and. 
love him, and his Intereſt, were it not for the Love 


of the Body, and its Concerns ? By this the Mind 


is darkened, the Thoughts diverted, our Wills cor- 


and to be with Cbrin. 49 
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rupted, our Heart and Time alienated from Gqd, 
our Guilt increaſed, our heayenly Deſires and Hopes, 


deſtroyed, Life is made unholy and uncomfor table, 


and Death terrible, God and Souls are ſeparated, 
and eternal Life is neglected, and in Danger of be- 
Ing utterly loſt. Lknow that in all this the ſinful) 
Soul is the chief Cauſe and Agent: Rut is not bodi- : 


1y Intereſt its Temptation, Bait, and End? Is not 


the Body, and its Life, and Pleaſure, the chief al- 
luring Cauſe of all this Sin and Miſery ? And ſhall I 
take ſuch a Body to be better than Heaven, or re- 


fuſe to be looſed from ſo troubleſome a Voke- Fel- 
low, and ſeparated from ſa burthenſome and dan- 


gerous a. Companion bo: 
$ 9- (2) 1 mali depar t from all the former Plea» 


ures of this Bach. I, muſt taſte no more Sweetneſs i 
in Meat or Drink, in_Reſt;or Action, or any ſuch: ; 


Thing as now delights; me. Houſes: and Lands, 
Goods and Wealth muſt all be leſt ; and the Place 
where I live muſt know me no more. All J la- 


Þoured for, or took Delight in, muſt be no more to 


me than if they had never been. But conſider, O 


my Soul !—-— Thy former Pleaſures ate already 
paſt. Thou loſeſt none of them by Death, for. they 
are all loft before; unleſs immortal Grace has made; 
them immortal, by ſanctifying them. All that Death 
does to them, is to prevent the Repetition of them 


upon Earth. —Is not the Pleaſure. which we loſe by 


Death, common ta every Brute? Meat is as ſweets; 
to them, and Eaſe as welcome, and Appetite as 
vehement. Why then ſhould it ſeem hardito us to 
loſe that, when God pleaſes, which we deprive the 
Brutes of, at our Pleaſure ? If we are Believers, we 


only exchange theſe Delights of Life, for the greater 


Delights 


"hq Ane e GR we 


Delights of 2 Life with Chriſti; a Comfort, which 
dur Fellow - Creatures the Brutes have not. Are 


not the Pleaſures of Life uſually imbittered with 


ſuch Pain, that ſeldom countervail the at- 
tending Vanity and Vexation? Pis true Nature 
deſires Life under Sufferings that are tolerable, 
rather than die: But that is not ſo much from the 
nſible Pleafure of Life, as from mere natural In- 
clination to Life, which God has implanted in us. 
Do we not willingly interrupt theſe Pleaſures 
every Night, when we betake ourſelves to Sleep? 
To ſay that Reſt is my Pleaſure, is but to ſay, that my 
daily Labours and Cares are ſo much greater than 
my waking. Pleaſures, that I am glad to lay by both 
together. If we can be thus content every Night 
to die, as 1t were, to all our waking Pleaſures, hei 
ſhould we be unwilling to die to them at once“ 
If they be forbidden Pleaſures, which! you are 
unwilling to leave, thoſe muſt be left before you 
die; otherwiſe you had better never have been 
born. Every wiſe and godly Man caſts them offt 
with Deteſtation. Indeed the ſame: Cauſe whicts 
makes Men unwilling to live a holy Life, has a great 
Hand in making them unwilling to die; even be- 
cauſe they are loth to leave the Pleaſures of Sin. If 
the Wicked be converted, he muſt be pluttonous 
and drunken no more; he muſt live in Pride, Va- 
nity, Worldly-mindedneſs, and ſenſual Pleaſures no 
nthre ; and therefore he draws back from a holy: 
Life, as it were from Death itſelf. But what is 
this to them who have mortified. the Fleſh, with the 
¶ Fections and Lufts ?-—— Conſider: alfo that th: ie 
forbidden Pleaſures are the great Impediments, both 
of our Holineſs, and-of = trueſt Pleaſures. "_ 
F 4 y 4 | 
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of the Reaſons why God forbids them, is becauſe . 
they hinder us from better. And if for our own 
Good we muſt forſake them when we turn to God, 
we ſhould therefore be the more willing to die, in 
order to be free from the Danger of them; and 
eſpecially ſince Death will tranſmit us to infinitely 
reater Pleaſures. | TO AR 
= I 10. (3) I mufl alſo depart from the more ration» 
_ * Pleaſures which I have enjoyed in this Body. As for 
= Inſtance—— from my pleaſant Studies, which are 
Delights far above thoſe of ſenſual Sinners. But let 
me conſider, How ſmall is our Knowledge com- 
pared with our Ignorance? How little does the 
Knowledge of the Learned differ from the Thoughts 
of a Child? As Trifles are the Matter of childiſh 
Knowledge, ſo artificial Words and Forms make 
up more of the Learning of the World, than is 
commonly underſtood. God and the Life to come 
are little better known by the Learned, and often 
much leſs, than by many of the Unlearned. Of 
how little Uſe is it, to know what is contained in 
many hundred Volumes that fill our Libraries, and 
have given their Authors the Name of Virtuoſi; 
not for their having the Virtue to live to God, or 
overcome "Temptations from the Fleſh and the 
World, and ſecure their everlaſting Hopes? —Much 
of our Reading and Learning, alas! does us more 
Harm than Good. Many a precious Hour is loſt 
in them, that ſhould be employed in higher Purſui\ 
To many, I fear, it is as unholy a Pleaſure, as o- 
thers take in thinking of Lands and Honours; only 
the more dangerous for being the leſs ſuſpected. I 
know the Knowledge of natural Things is valua- 
ble, and may be ſandlified, and made ſome Wt 
ulefi 


ch. 3. aud fo. be with Cr V. 33 
uſeful to my higheſt Ends, and I would be at any 


Expence to procure more. But I muſt earneſtly 
pray, May the Lord forgive me the Hours that I have 
ſpemt in reading Things leſs profitable, for the Sake of 
planſing a Mind that would fain know every Thing, 
inſtead of ſpending them for the Increaſe of Holineſs in 
myſelf and others, Yet I muſt thankfully acknow- 
doe to God, that from my Youth: he taught me to 


begin with Things of greateſt Weight, and to refer maſt 


| of my other Studies thereto, and to ſpend my Days un- 


der the Motives of Neceſſity and Profit to myſelf, and 
thiſe that were committed to me. I would have Men 
moſt reliſh that Learning in their Health, which 
they will find ſweeteſt in Sickneſs, and when near 
to Death.—And, alas! how expenſive a Vanity i: 
this Knowledge? 'Tho' it little differs from a plea- 
ſant Dream; yet, to attain a little Excellency ig 
10 how many laborious Days and Weeks muſt it 


coſt us? Much Study is a Wearineſs of the Fleſh, 
and he that increaſeth Knowledge increaſeth Sorrow. 


What painful Diſeaſes, and Loſs of bodily Eaſe and 
Health, has it occaſioned me? What Envy and 
Oppoſition has it expoſed me to? And ſhould a 
Man be loth to die, for fear of leaving ſuch trou- 
bleſome, coſtly Learning and Knowledge? Let 
me eſpecially conſider, that we ſhall certainly have 
a nobler, fweeter, and more extenſive Knowledge, 
than is here attainable. Love never fails; and we 
cap love no more than we know; But Prophecies 
ſhall fail; Tongues ſhall ceaſe ; Knowledge, ſuch as we 
now have, ſhall vaniſh away. When I was a Child, 
1 ſpake as a Child, I underſtood as a Child, I thought 
as a Child; but when I became a Man, I put away 
childiſh Things, For 18 we ſee thro a Glaſs darkly, . 
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84 What it is to dipart 

then Face to Face ; now 1 know- in Part, but then ball 
1 know, even ar alſo 1 am known; for tho 
Knowledge will not be like that of the bleſſed God, 

it will be like that of holy Spirits. In order for a 
Phyſician to deſcribe the Diſeaſe of his Patient, he 


needs mach Reading and cloſe Enquiry; and after 


all, he goes much upon Conjectures, and his Know- 


* : , 
3 
Ch. 3. 
* 


ledge is mixt with many Uncertainties and Mi, 


takes; but when he opens the Corps, his Know- 
ledge is more full and true, and obtained with 
greater Eaſe and Speed. A Country-Man knows 
the Town, Fields, and Rivers, Plants and Animals, 


where he dwells, with Eafe, Perſpicuity, and Cer- 


tainty; when mere Geographical Knowledge is li- 


able to many Miſtakes. So the Sight of God and 


Heaven will deſerve the Name of Wiſdom, while 
Hur preſent Glimpſe is but Philoſophy, or the Love 
of Wiſdom. We ſhould not therefore fear Death, 
for fear of loſing our Knowledge; but rather long 
for the World of glorious Light, that we may get 
out of this Darkneſs into eaſy, Joyful, and fatisfy- 
ing Knowledge, Oat eee, 
511. Friendſhip is one of the more rational Plea- 


_ ures enjoyed in this Body, and from which I muſt 


depart, He that believes not that there are far 
more and better Friends in Heaven, than there are 
on Earth, believes not, as he ought, that there is a 
Heaven. Our Friends here are wife; but they are 
alſo unwiſe. They are faithful; but partly unfazth- 


ful. They are holy; but alas! too ſinful. They 


have the Image of God; but it is blotted and diſho- 
noured by their Faults. They do God and his 


Church much Service; but they alſo do too much 


dor Satan, even when they intend the _— 2 


cn A. wi be ultb Chriſt, 3 


God. They promote the Goſpel; but they alſo 
kinder it by their Weakneſs and Ignorance, their 
Selfiſnineſs, Pride, and Paſſion, their Divifions and 


Contentions. hey ate our Helpers and Comfor- 
tets; but how often are they alſo- our Hindrance, 
Trouble, and Grief? In Heaven they are perfectly 
| wiſe, and holy, and faithful; and there is Nothing 
in chem, nor done dy them, bat what is amiable to 
' God and Man. With our faithful Friends we have 


here a Mixture ef thoſe that are uſeleſs and burthen< 
fome, or hypoeritieal and malicious. But in Heaven 
there are none but the Wiſe and the Holy; no Hypo- 
crites, no burtfenſome Neighbours, no treacherous, 


oppreſſive, or perſecuting Enemies. Chriſt loved his 


Diſciples, his Kindred, and all Mankind, and took 
Pleaſure in doing Good to all; and ſo did his Apoſ- 
tles; but how poor a'Recompence had he or the 

#8 from any, but from God? Chriſt's Brethren believed 
not on him. Peter denied him. All his Diſciples for- 
ſook him and fled. And what then could be expec- 


ted from others? No Friends have a perfect Suit- 


ableneſs to each other; and thoſe Inequalities that 
are neareſt to us, are moſt troubleſome. So various 
and contrary are our Apprehenſions, Intereſts, and 
Educations, our Tempers, Inelinations, and Temp- 


tations, that inftead of wondering at the Diſcord 


and Confuſions of the Woild, we may rather ad- 
mire the Providenee# of God, which maintains ſo 
much Order and Concord. The greateſt Crimes 


that have been charged upon me, have been thoſe 


Things, which I thought to be my greateſt Duties; 
and for thoſe Parts 6f my Obedience to God and 
my Conſcience, ieh colt me deateft; and where 
1 pleaſed my Fleſh leaſt, I pleaſed the Warld _ 
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And is this tumultuous, militant World, a Place 
that I ſhould be loth to leave? 1 b 
$ 12. I muſt depart from all the Means f Grace, 
tho* more precious to me than all earthlyEnjoy- 
ments.—Shall I love the Name of Heaven, better 
than Heaven itſelf? Is not the Poſſeſſion of Glory, 
better than the Promiſe of it? If a Light and Guide 
thro' the Wilderneſs be good, ſurely the glorious 
End muſt be better. It hath pleaſed God that all 
Things on Earth, even the ſacred Scriptures, ſhould 
bear the Marks of our State of Imperfection. Im- 
perfect Perſons, were the Penmen. Imperfect hu- 
man Language is the Conveyance. Heaven will 
not, to perfect Spirits, be made the Occaſion of fo 
many Errors and Controverſies, as the Scriptures - 
are to us imperfet Mortals. Yea, Heaven is the 
more deſirable becauſe there I ſhall better under- | 
ſtand the Scriptures, than here I can ever hope to do. 
To leave my Bible, and go to the God and Heaven 
which the Bible reveals, will be no otherwiſe my 
Loſs, than to leave the Picture for the Preſence of 
my Friend. —As for mere human Mritings and In- 


1 What it is to depart 


ſirufions, the Pleaſure of my Mind is much abated 
by their great Imperfection; and why ſhould 1 
think that my own are blameleſs ? I muſt for ever be 


thankful for the holy Inſtructions and Writings of 
others, notwithſtanding human Frailty; and ſo muſt 
I be thankful that God hath made any Uſe of my 


own, for the Good of Souls, and the Edification of 


his Church. But how many Alloys are there to 
ſuch Comforts? If good Men, and good Books, 
or Sermons would make the World ſeem over- 
lovely, it will be the Mercy of God to abate the 
Temptation. When we are dead to the Love of 
the Godly themſelves, of Learning, Books, IN 

Ori- 


Ch. 3. and to be with Chrif. 37 


5 Ocdinances, ſo far as they ſerve a ſelfiſhIntereſt, and 
tempt our Hearts from heavenly Aſpirations; then 
indeed the World it crucified to us, and we to it. 


$ 13. Of all Things a departing Soul has leaſt 


Cauſe to fear loſing the Knowledge of worldly Q fairs. 


If the Sun gives Light and Heat to the Earth, 
why ſhould I think that bleſſed Spirits have no Ac- 
quaintance with earthly Concerns? From the Top 


of a Hill I can ſee more than from below; and 


ſhall I know leſs of Earth, from Heaven, than I do 


now? It is unlikely that my Capacity will be ſo 


little; or, that Chriſt and all the Angels will be ſo 


ſtrange to me, as to give me no Notice of Things 


ſo interefting to my God and Redeemer, to the 
holy Society of. which I am a Member, and to my- 


ſelf as a Member of that Society, Spirits are moſt. 


active, and of quick and powerful Communication. 
They need not ſend Letters, nor write Books, nor 
lift up a Voice. And as Activity, ſo Unity is 
greateſt, where there is moſt Perfection. Their 
Knowledge, Love, and Joy will be one. My ce- 


Ieſtial Advancement, therefore, will be no Dimi- 


nution, but an inconceivable Increaſe of my deſira- 
ble Knowledge of Things on Earth. —If, indeed, I 
ſhall know leſs of Things below, it will be becauſe 
the Knowledge of them is a Part of Vanity and Vex- 
ation, which have no Place in Heaven. I need not 
be afraid to hear no more of bloody Wars, deſola- 
lated Countries, diſſipated Churches, perſecuted 
Chriſtians, ſilenced Preachers, Party-Conflicts, con- 


tentious Divines, cenſorious Profeſſors of Religion, 


with the Cries of the Poor, or the endleſs Com- 
Plaints of the Melancholy. 
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4. Nor need I fear, what other Men are 
wealed to ſuggeſt, that the Church will want me. 
Is it I, or God, that muſt chuſe his Servants, and 
cut out their Work? Am I doing God's Work, or 
my own? If God's, muſt not he ſay what, and 
when, and how long? And will not his Will and 
Choice be beſt? If I believe not this, how do 1 
take him for my God? Does God, or I, know beft \ 
what is yet to be done, and who is fitteſt to do it? 
—— What am I to thoſe more excellent Perſons, 
whom in all- Ages God hath taken out of the 
World? Have not many Servants of Chriſt died 
in their Youth, who were far more likely to win 
Souls, and glorifie God, than J am, or ever have 
been? And ſhall Fat Seventy fix Years of Age, after 
ſuch a Life of unſpeakable Mercies, and after al - 
moſt Fifty three Years of comfortable Help in the 
Service of my Lord, be now afraid of my Reward, 
and ſhrink at the Sentence of Death, and ſtill be 
defirous to ſtay here, under Pretence of farther Ser- 
vice? We know not what is beſt for the Church, 
as God does. The Church and the World are not 
our's, but his; not our Deſires, therefore, but his 
Will, muſt meaſure out its Mercies. Nothing ever 
lay fo heavy on my Heart, as the Sin and Miſery 
of Mankind, and to think how much of the World 
lies in Folly and Wickedneſs. And for what can 
J fo heartily pray, as for the World's Recovery? 
And it is his Will that 1 ſhould ſhew a holy and 
univerſal Love by praying, Let thy Name be hal- 
Jowed; Thy Kingdom come; Thy Will be done on Earth, 
As it is in Heaven, Yet, alas! how unlike is Earth 
to Heaven? What Sin and Ignorance, Confuſions 
and Cruelties reign and proſper here? Without a 
wWon⸗ 
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wonderful Change, eren by a | 


re | trace, how 

= little Hope appears, that ever "theſe Prayers Thould 
ad be anſwered ? Indeed it makes us better, to deſire - - 
or that others ny be better; and God'feems to per- 

nd mit the Ignorance and Confuſions of this World, to 
nd help us the more to value and deſire the World of 
51 Light, Love and Order. Af am any Way uſe- 
eſt ful to the World, undeſerved Merey hat made me 
it? ſo, for which I muſt be thankful; how long 1 fhall 

ns, be ſo, is not my Buſineſs to determine, but my 
the Lord's. As God will be ſerved* and pleaſed by a 
ied wonderful Variety of Animals, and Vegetables; ſo 
vin he will by their ſucceſſive Generations. If one 
ave Flower fall or dig, others in future Summers ſhall 
fter ariſe from the ſame Root. God will have other 

al. Generations to ſucceed us; let us thank him that 

the we have had our Time. And could we, without 
ard,  Selfiſhneſs, love othery as onrſelves, and God as God, 

be it would comfort us at Death, to have others fur- 
Dore vive us, and the World continue, and God ſtill be 
rch, God, and be glorified in his Works. Love would 
not ſay, “I ſhall live in my Succeſſors; I ſhall more 
bis . than live in the Life of the World; and moſt of 
ever all, in the eternal Life and Glory of God.“ 
ſery Nor will God try us with too long a Life of Temp- 
orld © tations, leſt we ſhould grow too familiar where we 
can ſhould be Strangers, and be utterly Strangers to 
ery ? our Home. No Wonder the World was ready for 


a Deluge, by a Deluge of Sin, when Men lived 
ix, ſeven, eight, or nine hundred Veats. Had our 


would be like incarnate Devils, there would be no 

Dwelling near them for the Godly, ——Nor will 

God tire us with too long a Life of Afflictions. 
5 C6 
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great Senſualiſts any Hope of living fo long, they 
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And ſhall we grudge at the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 


e 


which ſhortens them? Tho? holy Duties be excel- 
lent and delightful, yet the Weakneſs of the Fleſh 


makes us liable to e and abates the Wil- 
lingneſs of the Spirit. By our Wearineſs and Com- 


plaints, our Fears and Groans, we ſeem to think 


this 'Life too long, and yet when we ſhould yield 
to the Call of God, we draw back, as if we would 


have it to be everlaſting, 


FS 15. © Willingly ſubmit then, 0 my Soul! It 
is not thyſelf, but this Fleſh that muſt be diſſol- 
ved; this troubleſome, vile, and corruptible Fleſh, 
Study thy Duty, work while it is Day, and let 
God chuſe thy Time, and willingly ſtand to his 
Diſpoſal. When I die, the Goſpel dies not ;— 
the Church dies not ; the Praiſes of God die 
not ;—the World dies not, but perhaps it will 
grow better, and thoſe Prayers be anſwered, 
which ſeemed to be loſt ; and perhaps ſome of 
the Seed I have ſown, ſhalÞſpring up when I am 
dead. If my End was to do Good, and glorifie 
God; when Good is done, and God is glorified, 
G tho' 1 were annihilated, is not my End attained? 
55 Lord, let thy Servant depart in Peace; even 
« in thy Peace which paſſeth all Underſtanding, and 
ny which Chriſt the Prince of Peace gives, and which 
« Nothing in the World can take away! O give 
< me that Peace which ſuits a Soul, who is fo near 
c theHarbour, even the World of endleſs Peace and 
« Love ! Call Home this Soul by the encouraging 
te Voice of Love, that it may joyfully hear, and ſay, 
6 It is my Father's Voice! Invite it to thee 
« by the heavenly Meſſenger ! Attract it by the 


« Tokens and Foretaſtes of Lohe! The Meſſen- 
bas 
gers 


Ch, 8 and to be with cuil. - ar 


« gets that invited me to the Fea/? of Grace, com- 
te polled me to come in without Conſtraint; thy effeo- 


c tual Call made me willing. And is not og 
te better than the Grace which prepares for it? Sha 


I not more willingly come to the celeſtial Feaſt ? 


«© What was thy Grace for, but to make me deſi- 


e rous of Glory, and the Way to it? Why didſt 


„ Thou dart down thy Beams of Love, but to 
© make me love thee, to call me up to the ever- 
« laſting Center? Was not the Feaſt of Grace, as 


%a Sacrament of the Feaſt of Glory? Did I not 
take it in Remembrance of my Lord till he come? 


Did not he that told me, 
« tell me alſo that 
„ Place for us, and that 


All Things are ready, 
He is gone to prepare a 
he will have us to be 


« with him and ſee his Glory ? They that are given 
„Fim, and drawn to him, by the Father on Earth, 
„ do come to Chriſt; give now and draw my de- 


= b Soul to my glorified Head! As I have 
e glorified Thee on Earth in the Meaſure of thy 
" 2 beſtowed upon me, pardon the Sins by 
„ which I have offended thee, and glorifie me in 
* the Viſion and Participation of my Redeemer's 
Glory! Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly, with ful- 
fler Life, and Light, and Love into this too dead, 


and dark, and diſaffected Soul, that with . 
6& Willingneſs it may come unto "thee !” 


$ 16. © Willingly depart, O lingering Soul! It 


is from a Sedan; ; ” there be righteous Lots 
' © in it, they are not without their ſad Blemiſhes. 


* Haſt thou ſo often lamented the general Blindneſs 


© and Wickedneſs of the World, and art thou loth 


© to leave it for a better? How often wouldſt thou 


have rejoiced to have ſeen but the Dawning of a 


6 Day 


Ag, N M 


— 


N 


We ii % ent Ch. | 


Day of univerſal Peace and Reformation? And 
<: wouldeſt thou not ſee it, where it ſhines in per- 
fſect Beauty ? Haſt thou prayed and laboured fo 
© hard, to have the Pleaſure of a Light at Mid- 
© night; and is it not thy Deſire to behold the Sun 
< itſelf? Will the Things of Heaven pleaſe thee 
© no where but on Earth, where they are leaſt and 
© weakeſt ? Away, away! Vindictive Flames are 
© ready to conſume this finful World. Sinners are 
© treaſuring up Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, 
Loot not then behind thee. Away from this unhap- 
© py World! Prefs toward the Mark; looking for, 
and haſtening unto the Coming of the Day of God.— 
© As this World hath uſed thee, it would ſtill do 
©: fo. When thou haſt fared beſt in it, no Thanks 
© to it, but to God. Tf thou haſt had manifold 
© Deliverances and Preſervations, and haſt been fed 
« with Angels Food, love not the Wilderneſs, but 
thy heavenly Guide, Protector, and Deliverer. 
Does God in great Mercy make Pain and 
Feebleneſs the Harbingers of Death, and wilt 
thou not underſtand their Buſineſs? Would ſt 
thou dwell with thy beloved Body in the Grave, 
where it will rot in loathſome Darkneſs ? If not, 
why ſhould it now, in its painful Langour, ſeem 
to thee a more pleafing Habitation, than the glo- 
rious Preſence of thy Lord? In the Grave it will 
£ be at Reſt, nor at Night wiſh, O that it were 
© Morning ! nor in the Morning fay, When will 
© it be A And is this a Dwelling fit for thy 
Delight! Patience in it, while God will ſo try 
6 thee, is thy Duty; but is ſuch Patience a better 
and ſweeter Life, than Reſt and Joy? 
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9 17. But, alas, how deaf is Fleſh to Reaſon 2. 
I] have Reaſon enough to be willing to depart, 


even much more willing than I am. O that 


J could be as willing, as Reaſon convinces me I 
ought to be ! Could I love God as much as I 
know I ought to love him, then I ſhould deſire to 
depart and to be with Chrif, as much as I know I 
ought to deſire it. But Death muſt be a Penalty, 
even where it is a Gain; and therefore it muſt 
meet with ſome Unwillingneſs. Becauſe we wil- 
lingly finned, we muſt unwillingly ſuffer. All the 
Faith and Reaſon in the World will not make 
Death to be no Penalty, and therefore will not 
take away all Unwillingneſs. No Man ever rea- 
ſoned or believed himſelf into a Loveof Pain and 


Death as ſuch. But ſince the Gain is unſpeaka- 


bly greater than the Pair and Loſs, therefore Faith 
and holy Reaſon may make our Willingneſs greater 
than our Unwillingneſs, and our Hope and Joy 
than our Fear and Sorrow. Come then, my Soul, 
and think believingly what is 5% for thee Lebick 
will be the Subject of the next Chapter ;] and. 


wilt thou not love and deſire that moſt, which is 
8 © WY beſt 2 
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. . Why it is far better... 


. CHAP. W. 
' Why it is far better to be with Chriſt, 


S 1. It is far better, conſidering, § 2. (1) Our 

Preparation for it, by the Father's Love, the Son's 
Purchaſe, and the Spirit's Influences; & 3. by 
God's Mord, Ordinances and Providences ; I 4. 
and by various other Means: I F. (2) It is the 
End of all our Preparation: & 6. (3) It perfect. 
our Knowledge of God and bis Warks, 7. of 
Chrift and Redemption by him, «f Heaven and 
Scripture, & 8. of Providence, of Ourſelves, of 
_ cur. Fellow-Creatures, and of our Enemies, Sins, 
and Dangers: § 9. (4) [t perfect: our Mill, 
§ 10, 11. conforming it to the Will of God, and 

fixing it in his Love. I 12. The Author triumphs 

in the Proſpedt of ſuch Happineſs, & 13. traces it 
From God's Love as the Fountain, $. 14, 15. thr# 
the Love of Chriſt as the Channel, and \ 16, 
thro Angels and Saints as ſubordinate Channels: 
$ 17. (5) It perfects alſo cur Activity in doing 
Good ; particularly, in praiſing God and Chriſt, and 
$ 18. in Beneficence to inferior Creatures. 


F. O ſay, or hear, that it is far better to le 
I %% Crit, is not enough to make us 
Willing. If I firmly believe that it is beſt for me, 
e 


1 
— 
— 

. 


ne, 


- — 


cn. .. b b wich Criſs 85 


] ſhall then deſire it. And have I not Reaſon to : 


believe it? Let- me ſeriouſly confider for my full 
Conviction by what Means I am preparing for 
this Happineſs; — hoo this Happineſs is the End 
for which I am preparing; and how it will per- 


— 


feet my Knowledge, ill, — and Activity in 


doing Good. 8 

§ 2. (1) The Means by which I am preparing to 
be with Chriſt, abundantly ſhew that it is far better #0 
be with him, As for Inſtance; That is beſt for 
me, which my heavenly Father's Love deſigns and 
chuſes for my Good. I hope I ſhall never dare to 
ſay, or think, that he is miſtaken, or that L could 
have choſe better for myſelf. Many a Lime hath 
the wiſe and good Will of God croſſed my fooliſh 
rebellious Will, and afterward I have perceived it 
was beſt, It is not an Enemy, nor a Tyrant, that 
made me, preſerves me, or calls me hence. The 
more I have tried him, the better I have found him. 


Had I better obeyed his ruling Will, how happy 


had I been! And is not his diſpoſing and reward- 


ing Will as good? If I ſhould not die, till myſelf, - 


or any of my deareſt Friends, would have it, would 
tais rejoice me? O fooliſh ſinful Soul, is it not 
far better to be at God's Choice, than my own, or 
any Man's? © Be of good Chear then, O my Soul! 
It is thy Father's Voice that calls thee hence: 
* His Voice, that called thee into Being, and out 
of a State of Sin and Death, and bid thee live 
* unto him: That called thee ſo often from the 
* Grave, forgave thy Sins, renewed thy Strength, 
* reſtored thee to the Comforts of his Houſe and 
Service, and hath ſo graciouſly led thee thro' this 
* howling Wilderneſs almoſt to the Sight of the 
| Pro- 
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© promiſed Land. And wilt thou not willingly go, 
'< when ſuch infinite Love calls thee ? Art thou not 
'< defirous of his Preſence? Art thou afraid to go 
to him, who is the only Cure of thy Fears? What 
Was it but this Glory, to which he elected thee? 


< Not to the Riches and Honours of this World, 


or to the Pleaſures of the Fleſh, but choſe thee in 
Ori to an Inheritance in Glory? If God chuſe 
© thee to Bleſſedneſs, refuſe it not thyſelf, nor be- 
have like a Refuſer.. That is my beſt State, 
00h my Saviour purchaſed and promiſed as beſt. As 
he bought me not with Silver and Gold, ſo neither 


did he live and die to make me rich and great 


in the World. Who have more of theſe than 
they that have leaſt of Chriſt? Is it Heaven that 


coſt ſo dear a Price as his Merits, Sacrifice, and 


- Interceflion? Is that the End of fo wondei ful a 

Deſign of Grace, and ſhall I now be unwilling to 
receive the Gift: That is beſi for me, for which 
God's holy Spirit is preparing. me. He is not per- 
fuading me from Day to Day to love the World, 
but to come off from it, and to ſet my Heart upon 


Things above. And would I now undo all, or 


[croſs and fruſtrate all his Operations? Has Grace 
been ſo long preparing me for Glory, and ſhall I be 
-Joth to take Poſſeſſion of it? If I am not willing 
J am not yet ſufficiently: prepared. 


$ 3. Heaven be not better for me than Earth, 


God's Word and Ordinances have bien all in vain, 
" Surely that is my Beſt, which is the Gift of the 


better Covenant; which is fecured to me by ſo 
many ſealed Promiſes; to which I am directed by 


ſo many ſacred Precepts, Doctrines, and Exam 


Ples; and for which I have been called to hear _ 


TOTS S838 


at 


read, meditate, watch and pray. Was it fleſhly 
Intereſt, or a longer Life of worldly Proſperity, 
which the Goſpel- Covenant ſecured to me; which 
the Sacraments and Spirit ſealed to me; which the 
Bible was written to direct me to; which Miniſters 
preached to me; which my Books were written 
for, and for which I prayed, and ſerved God? Or 
was it not for his Grace on-Earth, and Glory in 
Heaven? And is it not better for me to have the 
End of all theſe Means, than loſe them and all my 
Hopes? Why have I uſed them, if I would not 
attain their End ?!——That is my beſt State, to which 
all God's fatherly Providentes tend. All his ſweeter 
Mercies, and ſharper Corrections, are to make me 
Partaker of his Holineſs, and lead me to Glory in 
the Way in which my Saviour and all his Saints 
have gone before me. All Things work together for 
the bel to me, by preparing me for that which is 
beſt indeed. Both Calms and Storms are to brin 

me to this Harbour: If I take them but for them 
ſelves, and for this prefent Life, I miſtake them, 
unthankfully vilifie them, and loſe their End, Life, 
and Sweetneſs. Every Word and Work of God, 
every Day's Mercies and Changes, look at Heaven, 
and intend Eternity. God leads me no other Way: 
If I follow him. not, I forfake my Hope in forfaking 


him: If T follow him, ſhall 1 be unwilling to be at 


Home, and arrive at the End of all this Way ? 
$ 4.—Czrtainly that is bg for 


Bufineſs in the World. be only for the Things of 
the World, how vain a Creature is Man, and how 
little is the Difference between waking and ſleeping, 
Life and Death? And-is it my Duty to ſeek Hea- 


ven 


me, which G od” 
requires me principally to value, love, and ſeek,” If my 
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ven with all the Fervor of my Soul, and Diligence 
of ny Life, and' is it not Beſt to find it That 
muſt needs be Beſt for me, for the Sake of which all o- 
ther Things muſi be forſaok. It is Folly to forſake 
the better for the worſe ; but Scripture, Reaſon, and 
Conſcience tell me, that all this World ſhould be 
forſaken for the leaſt Hope of Heaven, when it 
comes in Competition, A poſſible everlaſting 
Glory ſhould be preferred before a certainly pe: 
riſhing Vanity. I am ſure this Life will ſhortly be 
Nothing to me, and therefore it is next to Nothing 
now. And muſt I forſake all for my everlaſting 
Hopes, and yet be unwilling to enter on the full 
Pofleſfion ? That is like to be our Beſt, which it 
our moſt mature State. Nature is ever tending to- 
wards Pei fection. Every Fruit is beſt when it is 
' ripe. And does God cauſe Saints to grow to 
greater Ripeneſs, only to be uſeleſs? It is not cre- 
dible. Our Souls return to God that gave them; aid 
tho' he needs them not, he puts them to ſuch hea- 
venly Uſes, as their Maturity fits them for. Since 


Love has ripened me for itſelf, ſhall I not willingly cau 
drop into it's Hand ?—T het is like to be Beſt, which Cre 
has been moſt eſteemed and deſired by the Wiſeſt and Paſt 
Holigſt in all Ages, and which all Men at Death al- Reſ 
tow to be Bet. No Men are uſually worſe, than ſee 
thoſe who have no Belief or Hope of a Life to dhe 
come. And none are fo holy, juſt, and ſober, fo mor 
: Charitable to others, and ſo uſeful to Mankind, as ing, 
thoſe who firmly believe, and hope for, a State of to | 
Immortality. And ſhall I fear ſuch a State ?— to | 
And is not that my beſt State, which moſt diſpleaſes my pro; 
greateſt Enemies? I need not ſay, how much Satan my 
does to keep me and other Men from Heaven, and of } 


In 


in order to that, Bort he teimpte us with worldly 
Honour, Pleaſure, and Wealth. Satan would not 
have me get to Heaven, and ſhall J alſo be unwil- 
ling ?—All theſe . tell me, that it 1s Beſt to 
be with Chrift. 

$ 5. (2) As the End of all my Praparaten it muſt 
be far better for me to be with Chrifl. [Is not diuel- 
ling with God in Glory, far better than in this finful 
W;rld: ? He that is our Beginning, is our End. For 
our End all Means are uſed. And the End attained 
is the Reſt of Souls. How often has my Soul 


groaned under a Senſe of Diſtance, Darknefs, and 


Alienation -from God ? how often has it looked 
up, and panted after him, and faid, As the Hart 


panteth after the Water-Brooks, fo panterh: my Soul 


after thee, O God: My Soul thirſieth for God, for the 
living God; when ſhall „ come and appear befors God? 


l hom . T in Heaven but thee © and there is none 


pon Earth that I deſire beſides thee. Tt is good for me 
to draw near to God, Woe to me, if I diſſembled: 
If not, why ſhould my Soul draw back ? Is it be- 


cauſe Doty ſtands in the Way? Don't my Fellow- 


Creatures die for my daily Food? And is not m 


Paſſage ſecured by the Live of my Father, and the 
Reſurrection and Interceſſion of my Lord? Can 1 
ſee the Light of heavenly Glory in this darkſome 


Shell and Womb of F lth f. All Creatures are. 


more or leſs excellent and glorious, as God communicates 


met of himſelf to them. They are ſaid to be neareſt . 


to him, that have the nobleſt Natures. Therefore 
to be as near, as my Nature was intended to ap- 


proach, is but to attain the End and Perfection of 
my Nature. 


If 


ES - ts be with Chrift. | Wo 
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As I am not under the Government © 


of his Ofc cers on Earth, > Jo 1 to be 1 in Heaven. 
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% My it is far better 
If the Law. was. given. by Angels, and the Angel A 
of God was in the burning Buſh, and the Angel con- 


— 


| ducted the People thro? 18 Wildernefs, and yet all 
theſe Things are aſcribed to God; much more near 


and glorious will the Divine Government be in 


Heaven. Here I am made, ruled, and ſanfiified for 
the Good of many, as above my. own. I am ſure I muſt 


be finally for my glorified Redeemer; and that he 


vbo is the firſt, will be the ultimate Cauſe. In this 
Reſpe& I ſhall be as near him, as is due to the 
It is the Ho- 
nour of a Servant to haue an honourable Maſler, and 
to be appointed to the moſt honourable Work. My Ad- 
vancement will be ultimately for God, and in ſuch. | 


RL and Order of my Nature. 


Services as are ſuitable to my ſpiritual-and heavenly 
State. 


bleſſed State I ſhall be in. 


it be hereafter. Tho' I ſhall not always have a 


Body, I ſhall always have God, and a Saviour, and 


a World of F ellow- Creatures; and when I ſhine 
not in this Lanthorn, nor ſee as in a Glaſs, I ſhall 
yet ſee Face to Face. 75 fulfill God's Will here, 
would be the fulfilling of my .. I am ſure my Soul 


ſhall live, and that it ſhall live to God, and that I 
ſhall fulfil] his bleſſed Will; and fo far as I am 
The 


pleaſed in doing it, it will be my Felicity. 
Soul's regular Love to the Body illuſtrates the Love of 
Chriſt to his Church, and to every Member. Herein 
my Saviour excells me in powe ful faithfu] Love. 


He will fave me better from Pain and Death, than 
I can ſave my Body, and will more inſeparably 


hold 


[Ch 4.) | 


Actiuity will be my Perfection and my Rei. 
Tho' now I Fong ws Bp what Service I muſt 
do, I know it will be good, and ſuitable. to the 
Itis nat all the Uſe and 
Hort of my Soul naw, to care for my Body, Nor will 


4 
x} 


| Chg: tobe with Chriſt, + po 
bold me to himſelf. If it pleaſes my Soul to Uwell: 


in ſuch a Houſe of Clay, how much more will it 
pleaſe my glorified Lord to dwell with his glorified 


| Body, the Church triumphant, and to bleſs each 
Member of it? It would be a Kind of Death to 


Chriſt, to be ſeparated from his Body. And will 
He take incomparably greater Pleaſure in me for 


| ever, than my Soul does in my Body? O then let 
me long to be with him! Tho' I am naturally lath ta 


be abſent from the Body, let me not. be willingly 
abſent from the Lord! And tho” I would not be un- 
clothed, had not Sin made it neceſſary ; let me 


groan to be clathed upon with my heavenly Habitation, 
to become the Delight of my Redeemer, and to 
be perfectly loved by Love itſelf !——T}e Love and 


Delight of my glorified Head muſt be my Felicity, I 


;, ſhall be loved as a living Spirit, and not as a Thing 
dead and inſenſible.— F I muſt rejoice here with them. 
that rejoice, ſhall I not rejoice to have my Lord rejoice. in 


me, and in all his glorified ones? Union will make his 
Pleaſure to be much my own. It will fitly be ſaid 


by him, Enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. T. 
Heavenly Society alſo will jeyfully welcome a holy Soul. 


If now there is Foy in the Preſence of the Angels of God, 
over one Sinner that repenteth, what will there be 
over a perfect glorified Soul ? If our Angels there 


behold our Father's Face, how glad will they be of 

our Company? And will not Love and Union 

make their Joy my own? Surely that will be m 
beſt Condition, which Angels and bleſſed Spirits 


will be beſt pleaſed with; and in that, in which 
they moſt rejoice, I ſhall moſt rejoice myſelf. 


$ 6. (3) It is far better for me to be with Chriſty: 


ai thereby ny Knowledge will be perfected. A Soul that 
18 
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is with Chriſt, is more likely to know Chriſt, and 1 
the Father in him, than a Soul that is preſent with 5 
the Body, and abſent from the Lord. What leſss M 55 
can the Promiſe of being with him ſigniſie— 8 
How much more excellent will intuitive or immediate ſu 
Knowledge be, than our preſent artificial Knowledge? ry 
There will be no'expenſive Labour in getting it. Py 
It will have no Mixtute of dark and bewildring L. 
Uncertainty and Ambiguity, when it is acquired. ap 
It will be perfectly free from thoſe Contentions, wi 
which ſo much rob the Ingenious of their Time, f 


deſtroy their Love, hinder their Minds from aſcen- 
ding to God and heavenly Things, and fill the 
Church with Sects and Parties. Nor will it leave 
any of that Diſſatisfaction, ſo common among the 
Learned, while they have only the Shadow of 
Knowledge, licking but the Outſide of the Glaſs. 
- and leaving the Wine within untaſted. ll hat 
_  -n Excellency will there be in each of the Olject: of this 
| immediate Knowledge. As for Inttance ;— 1 ſhall 
anew God better, If an Angel from Heaven came 
down on Earth to tell us all of God that we would 
know, who would not turn his Back on Libraries 
and Univerſities, to go and diſcourſe with fuch a 
| Meſſenger ? For one Hour's Talk with him, what 
Travel ſhould I think too far, what Coſt too great? 
But here we muſt only have ſuch Intimations, as 
will exerciſe Faith, excite Deſire, and try us under 
the Temptations of the World and the Fleſh. The. 
Light of Glory is to reward the Victory obtained 
by the Conduct of the Light of Grace, God in the 
- gfeat Mercy even here begins the Reward, They 
that follow on to tniw the Lord, uſually find ſuch In- 
creaſe of Light, not conſiſting in vain Notions, but 
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S to be with Cbriſt. 73 
in the quickening and comforting Knowledge of 
God, as greatly encourages them, and draws them 
ſtill on to ſeek more. If the Pleaſure the Mind 
has in common Knowlege, makes Men ſpend 
ſucceflive Years in traverſing Sea and Land, or in 
turning over Multitudes of tedious Volumes; who 
then upon Earth can poſſibly conceive how great a. 
Pleaſure it will be for a glorified Soul to ſee the 
Lord? All the Pleaſure I ſhall have in Heaven in 

knowing any of the Works of God, will be in my 
beholding God himſelf, his Being, Wiſdom, Love, 
and Goodneſs in thoſe Works; for He is the Life 
and Glory of them all. Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, 
for they ſhall ſee God. And doubtleſs it will be na 
ſmall Part of my Delight to #now the Univerſe better. 
It is exceeding pleaſant to know the leaſt Particle of 
the Works of God. With what Diligence and 
Delight have Men endeavoured to anatomize a Bo- 
dy, yea a ſmall Part of a Carcaſs; or to know and 
deſcribe Worms and Inſects, Plants and Minerals? 

But no Man ever yet perfectly knew the Nature 
and Uſes of the leaſt of them; If indeed we clearly 
ſaw the Nature and Connection of every Creature 
in Sea or Land, what a delightful Spectacle would 
this little Spot of the Creation be? How much 
more to ſee the whole Creation ? And I ſhall have 
as much of this, as I ſhall be capable of; the Won- 
ders of God's Works ſhall raiſe my Soul in admiring 
joyful Praiſe for ever. We have Deſires after ſuch 
Knowledge in our preſent dark and Infant State; 
for the TVorks of the Lord are great, ſought cut of all 
them that have Pleaſure therein. As theſe Deſires are 

of God; as he hath made his Works to be known 
for his Glory; and as it is little that is known of 

b „„ them 


4 — 
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them by Mortals; therefore they are known by 


them in Heaven, who are fitted to improve that 


Knowledge to his Praiſe. If Chriſt, the Wiſdom of 
God, will teach me the true Philoſophy, how to 
love God, and pleaſe him in all Things here, I 
ſhall quickly in Heaven be a perfect Philoſophcr, ? 
Satan tempted Chrift by ſewing him all the King- | 
doms of the World, and the Glory of them, and promi- 
ſing to give him all, if he would worſhip him But 

God will ſhew me more, than Satan could ſhew; 
and give me more of that which is beſt, than 
Satan could give. e 6 

587. — Tor will it be the leaſt of my Felicity 
in Heaven, that I ſhall better know Jeſus Chriſt, and 


all the Myſtery of our Redemption by him. O beati- 


fying Knowledge, to know him in whom are hid 

all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge! To. 
know the Myſtery of his eternal Godhead, of his 
created Nature, and of the Union of both, and to 


Tee God's wonderful Deſign, and gracious Work 
„in him laid open to our cleareſt View! Then all 


the dark Texts concerning his Perſon, Offices, and 
Works, will be fully underftood. All thoſe ſtrange. 
and difficult Things, which were the great Exer- 
Ciſe and Honour of Faith, will then be plain. Dif- 
ficulties will no more be Satan's Advantage to 
tempt us to Unbelief or Doubting. The Sight of 


the Glory of my Lord will be my Glory. If now, 
tho” we fe not Chriſt, yet believing, we love him, and 


| Tejoice in him with Joy unſpcakable and full of Glory; 


what Love and: Joy will the everlaſting Sight of 
Our bleſſed Head, excite there in the Souls of all 
the Glorified ?—l ſhall better (O how much better!) 


Anew the beauenly Jeruſalem, the triumphant Cor a 


Cb. 4 hs 
the blyſſed Angels and glorified Saints, What a Sight, 
what a joyful Sight will Death ſhew me, by draw- 


ing aſide the Veil! Or rather the Lord of Life, by 
turning Death to my Advantage! As I now know 


the ſeveral Rooms in my Houſe, ſo ſhall I then 


know the many Manſions, which Chriſt ſays are in 
| bis Father's Houſe, II 
Feus rejoiced ſo much at ſeeing the Walls of Feru- 
 ſalem repaired, and others at the Re-building the 
Temple, O what a joyful Sight ſhall I haye of the 
heavenly Feraſalem “ TE that Angels now love 
us, miniſter unto us, rejoice in our Good, and ae 
themſelves far more holy and excellent Creatures 
than we are; it is therefore my Comfort to think 


that I ſhall better know them, and live in near and 


which is now become ſo like Hell: But when I 

ſhall ſee the Society perfected in Number, Holineſs, 
and Glory, employed in the high and joyful Praiſes 
of Jehovah; the Glory of God, and the Lamb 
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mining on them, and God rejoicing over them 26 
his Delight, and myſelf partaking of the fame, That 


will be the truly bleſſed Day. And why does my 


* 
* 


Soul, impriſoned in Fleſh, no more deſite it 


I ſhall better underſtand all the Mord of God. Tho 


1 ſhall not have- that Uſe for it as I now have in 


this Life of Faith, yet I ſhall ſee more of Gods 


Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, Love, Mercy, and Juſtice 


Aae in it, than ever Man on Earth could do. 
1 reatures, ſo the Scriptures, are perfectiyß 

known, only by perfect Spirits. I ſhall then know 
how to ſolve all Doubts, reconcile all ſeeming Con- 


As the 


traditions, and expound the hardeſt Prophecies. 
That Light will ſhew me the admirable Method of 


thoſe ſacred Words, where dark Minds now ſuſpe& 
Confuſion, How, joyfully ſhall I then praiſe my 
God, and Saviour for giving his Church ſo clead a' 


Light to guide them thro' this darkſome Wilder- 
neſs, and ſo ſure a Promiſe to ſupport them till they 
come to Life eternal? How joyfully ſhall I bleſs 


him, who by that immortal Seed regenerated me to 
the Hopes of Glory, and ruled me by ſo holy and 


juſt a Law? 


8 8.— In that World of Light I ſhall Setter 
under ſſand God's Works of Providence. The Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs of them is little underſtood in 
ſmall Parcels. It is the Union and Harmony of all 


the Parts which diſplays the Beauty of them. Fn. 
no one can ſee the 7/h!e together but God, *Pi 


they that ſee it in the Light of his celeſtial Glory. 


Then I ſhall clearly know why God proſpered the 
Wicked, and fo much afflicted the Righteous : Why 
he ſet up the Ungodly, and put the Humble under 


their Feet: Why he permitted ſo much Ignorance, 


Pride, 


pride, Luſt, Oppreſſion, Perſecution, Falſhood, and 
other Sins in the World: Why the Faithful are ſo 
few; and why ſo many Kingdoms of the World 
are left in Heatheniſm, Mahometaniſm, and Infi- 
delity. I ſhall know why I ſuffered what I did, 

and how many great Deliverances I had, and how 
they were accompliſhed. All our Miſinterpretati- 
ons of God's Works and Permiſſions, will then be 
bectified, and all our Controverſies about them be 
at an End, —Among all theſe Works, I ſhall eſpe- 
cially know more of the Nature and Excellency of God's 
Mercies. The lively Senſe of Love and Mercy, 
makes lively Chriſtians abound in Love to God, 
and in Mercy to others; but the Enemy of God 
and Man labours to obſcure and diminiſh our 
Views of divine Love and Mercy. Ingratitude is 
great Miſery, as Gratitude is true Pleaſure. We 
: Jaw receive Thouſands of Mercies, which we un- 
ervalue. But when I come to the State and Work 
of perfect Gratitude, I ſhall perfectly know all the 
Mercies ever received by myſelf,, by my Neigh- 
bours and Friends, by the Church and .the World. 
Mercies remembered muſt be the Matter of our 
everlaſting Thanks, and we cannot be perfectly 
thankful for them, without a perfect Knowledge of 
them. The Worth of Chrift, and all his Grace, 
of the Goſpel, and of all divine Ordinances, and 
Church-Priviledges, of our Books, and our Friends, 
our Health, and all the Conveniences of our Lives, 
wall be better underſtood in Heaven, than the moſt 
holy or thankful Chriſtian ever underſtood them 
here, —— Then I ſhall be much beiter acquain- 
ted with myſelf. I ſhall know the Nature of 
Souls, and the Way of their Operations, and how 
e _ 
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the Spirit of God works upon them, and how that 
Spirit is ſent from Chriſt to work upom them. 1 
ſhall know what Meafure of Grace I myſelf had, 
and how far I was miſtaken concerning it. I ſhalt 
know more of the Number and Greatneſs of my 
Sins, and of my Obligations to pardoning and heal- 
ing Grace. Yea I ſhall know more of my Body, 
as the Habitation of my Soul, and how far it helps 
ed or hindered me, and what were all it's Diſeaſes, - 
and how wonderfully God ſupported, preſerved, and 
often delivered me.— I ſhall 2% far better know 
my Fellow-Creatures. The Good and Bad, the Sin- 
cere and the Hypocrites will there be diſcerned. 
Actions that were here thought honourable, will 


then be found to be odious and unjuſt ; and Wick- fa 
edneſs will no more be flattered or extenuated. ne 
Many a good and holy Work, which was re- ar 
proached as criminal, will there be juftified, ha- it 
noured, and rewarded.— Once more, I ſhall ber- E a6 
ter know from what Enemies, Sins, and Dangers I th 
was here delivired: What Stratagems of Satan and m 
his Inſtruments God defeated: How many Snares of 
T eſcaped : And how great my Deliverance by Chrift At 
is from the Wrath to come. — All this Knowledge W 
will thus be advanced to my glorified Soul, beyond | 
my preſent Conceptions; and is it not therefore m 
far better to be with Chriſt ? : I tc 
$ 9. (4) Ut is far better for me to be with Chriſt, v 
for the Sake of having my Will perfected. The Will 7 
is to the Soul, what the Heart is to the Body. Ny 5 
reateſt Evil is there, and there will be my greateſt 1 
Good. Satan did moſt againſt it, and God will do v 
moſt for it. When I am with Chriſt, my Will will E 


no more be tied to a Body, which is now the grand 
ae ' Snare 


\ 


Ch. v be with.Gbrift 


wy 


. . Snare and Enem 
and Care, my Fears 'and Sorrows 'to itſelf, and 


turning them from my higheſt Intereſt. There 


my Will ſhall not be tempted by a World of inferi- 
or Good; nor ſhall Meat and Sleep, Poſſeſſions and 
Friends be my Snares and Dangers; nor ſhall the 
Mercies of God be the 'Fempter's Inſtruments; nor 
ſhall I have the Flatteries er Frowns of Tyrants; 
nor will bad Company infect or divert me; nor the 
Errors of good Men ſeduce me; nor the Reputa- 


tion of the wiſe and learned draw me to imitate - 


them in any Sin. Fhere will be none of Satar's 
Solicitations, to pervert my Will. _ 

$ 10. My Will fhall there be better than here, 
as it ſhall have Nothing in it difpleaſing to God, no 


ſinful Inclination, no ſtriving againit God's Spirit, 
no grudging at any Word or Work of God, nor 


any Principle of Enmity or Rebellion left. There 
it ſhall have no Inclination to injure my Neighbour, or 
to do any 'Thing againſt the common Good. And 


there it ſhall/have Nothing in it oppoſite to itſelf; no 


more Law of my Members warring againfi the Law 
of my Mind; no more Contrariety between Senſe 
and Reaſon; but. all will be Unity and Peace 
Within, N | 1 

 F 11: There Chrift will have perfedtly ſandtified 
my Will, and made it conformable to his own, and 
to his Father's Will. This is at leaſt his Meaning, 
when he prays, That all lis Diſciples may be one, as 
Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that they alſo may 
be one in us, that they may be one, even as we are one. 
I ſhall love and will, the fame that God loves and 
wills. And how can the Will of Man have greater 
Honour? — to an earthly King is ho- 
8 4 


of my Goal, by drawing my Love 
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__ riourable; much more to Angels; but moſt of all 
| to be like God. Indeed here the divine Image in 
us is, in its Degree, a Conformity to the Will of, 
God. But, alas, how many thouſand Wiſhes and 
Deſires have we had, which are againſt the Will 
of God! We ſhall have the full Impreſſion of 
God's Will-in Heaven, as Face anſwers to Face 

in a Glaſs, or the Wax to the Seal, or the Finger 
of the Clock to the Motion within, or as the Eccho 
to the Voice. I ſhall defire, and never be difap- 
pointed. I ſhall have as much Love and Joy as I 
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wiſh. . Before I deſire any Thing, I ſhall know e: 
whether it be God's Will or not, and therefore ſhall fe 
9 never wiſh any Thing that ſhall not be accompliſh» fe 
. ed.— Yea my Will ſhall be my Enjoyment; for it +a 
| _ ſhall not be the Deſire of what I want, but a Com- n 
1 placency in what I poſſeſs. I ſhall want Nothing. ij: 
| ] Hall thirſt no more. Rightly is the Will itſelf called a 
* Love. My Will ſhall be full of perfect Joy, when 10 
3 enjoying Love and Pleaſure will be my Will. E 
Thus ſhall I have in myſelf a Spring of l1rvingI/aters, tl 
-—— My Will ſhall be confirmed and fixed in this h 
Conformity to the Will of God. Now, both Un- F 
derſtanding and Will are ſo lamentably mutable, 1 
that, farther than God promiſes to uphold us, we > 
know not one Day, what we ſhall think, judge, or p 
will the next. But when Love becomes our fixed t 
Nature, we ſhall be no more weary of loving, than 2 

the Sun of ſhining. God himſelf will be the 
full and everlaſting Object of my Love. Perfece « 
joyful Complacency in God, is the Heaven which TI c 
deſire and hope for. In God there is all, that Love ? 
ean deſire for its full everlaſting Feaſt. The Na- 


ute of Man's Will is to love Good as Good. bes 
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who is infinitely good in himſelf, will be that moſt 

ſuitable Good to me. He has all in himſelf that I 
need or can deſire. There is nothing for Love to 

cleave to, either above him, beyond him, or with- 
out him. He is willing to be beloved by me. He 
diſdains not my Love. He might have refuſed ſuch. 

Affections, as have ſo often embraced Vanity and 

Filth. But he commands my Love, and makes it 

my greateſt Duty. He invites and intreats me, as 

if he wege a Gainer by my Happineſs. He ſeeks to 

me to ſeek to him, and is both the firſt and moſt 

earneſt Suiter, He that ſo valued my cold imper- 

fect Love to him on Earth, will not reje& my per- 

fect Love in Heaven. And he is near to me, not 

a diſtant God, out of my Reach, nor unſuitable to 

my Love. Blind Unbelievers may dream that he 

is far off; but even now he is as nigh to us, as we 

are to ourſelves. When he would ſanctifie us to 

love him, he brings us nigh to himſelf in Chriſt. 

Here we ſee him in his Works and Word; and 

there we ſhall ſee him in all the perfect Glory of 

his Works, and ſhall delightfully love that glorious 

Perfection of the Univerſe, even the Image of God 

in all the World. I ſhall eſpecially love the holy So- 

ciety, the triumphant univerſal Church, conſiſlin 

of Chriſt, Angels, and Saints. God himſelf loves 

them more than his inferior Works, and my Love, 

according to its Meaſure, will imitate his. 
512. © Think here, O my Soul, how ſweet thy 
Condition will be, to love the Lord Jeſus thy glo- 

© rified Head with perfect Love! When the Gloxy 

© of God which ſhines in him, will feaſt thy Love 

with ſull and everlaſting Pleaſure ! The higheſt 

n © created? 
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thou ſhalt feel thyſe 
by his Love to — ; and ſhalt remember what he 

did for thee, and in thee here on Earth; how he 
called thee with a holy Calling; how he waſhed ther 
in his Blond from all thy Sint; ; how he kindled in 
. thee Defires after Glory; how he renewed thy 


Lord!_ They wi 
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neſs, refulgent in him, will not permit thy Love 
to ceaſe, or abate its Fervour. When thou ſhalt 
ſee in the glotified Church, the precious Fruits 
of Chriſt's qe, Grace and Love; and when 
poſſeſt of perfect Happineſs, 


Nature; how he inſtructed, guided, and preſerved 
thee from Sins, Enemies, and Sufferings; all this 
will conſtrain thee everlaſtingly to love him. 
Think alfo, O my Soul, how delightful it will be 
to love thoſe Angels who moſt fervently love the 


loved thee; Mer more as they have been Lovers 
of the Church and of Mankind; but far more as 
they are ſo many refulgent Stars which continu- 
ally move, and ſhine, and burn in perfect Love 


to their Creator. O bleſſed Difference between 


that amiable Society, and this dark, diſtracted, 
wicked World! There ] ſhall fee or hear no Evil; 

no Mixture of Folly or Pollution; no falſe Doc- 
trine; no bad Example; no favouring Wicked- 


neſs; nor accuſing Goodneſs ; nor hurtful Vio- 
lence; but holy powerful active Love will be all, 


and do all, as their very Nature, Life, and Work. 
And is not a Day with them, better than a thou- 
ſand here? 1 

ſo love holy Souls, that are made like them, and 
« joined with them in the ſame Society. All their 
Infirmities are there put off, and they alſo are 


Spirits 


be lovely to thee, as: they have 


nd with holy Angels, I ſhall al- 
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< Spirits made up of holy Life, and Light, and Pove. 
When I think, with what fervent Love to God. 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and to one another, they will be 
perfectly united there, grieve and bluſh, Om 
Soul, that they ſhould here be fo diſaffeftedi and 
divided, and hardly agree to call each other the 
© Servants of God, or to worſhip: God in the ſame 
Aſſemblies ! The imperfe& Image of God upon 
t them is amiable, but thro' their remaining Pride, 
Error, and Uncharitablenefs, it is hard to live 
« with ſome of them in Peace. O how delightful 
vill that Communion of Saints be, where perfect 
Love ſhall make them one! Forget not, my Soul, 
© how ſweet God has made the Courſe of my Pil- 
grimage, by the Fragrance and Uſefulneſs of his 
_ © Servants' Graces! How ſweet have my Boſom- 
( © Friends been! How:{weet the Neighbouthood of 
the Godly! How ſweet their holy Aſſemblies, 
© their Writings,. Conference; and Prayers! What 
© then will it be to live in perfect Love with perfect 
Saints in Heaven for ever, and with them perfect - 
© ly to love the God of Love?” „ 
813. As the Act and Object of Love will con- 
ſtitute my future Felicity, I ſhall not be the Foun- 
tain of my own Delights, but my receiving from the 
Love of God and his Creatures fhall be feveeter io me 
than my own Activity. All Love is communicative, 
but none compared with God's. Whateyer Good 
: js done in the World, it is done by Loye. There- 
fore Parents care and provide for Children. There- 
fore my Houſe and Table are not neglected, nor 
my Books and Learning forgot, nor my Friends 
deſpiſed, nor my Life itſelf thrown away. If a Man 
love not his Country, Poſterity, and the common 
| | " "1 Good, 
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Good, he will be as a Drone in the Hive. + And if 
created Love be ſo neceſſary, fo active, and com- 
municative, much more will the infinite Love of 

the Creator. His Love is now the Life of Nature 
in the Living, the Life of Holineſs in the Saints, 
and the Life of Glory in thoſe that are glorified. 
In this Love I and- all the Saints ſhall dwell for e- 
vermore. And if I dwell in Love, and Love in 
me, ſurely I ſhall ever drink of the Rivers of Plea- 


: fure. Had I a great, wiſe, and good Friend that 


did for me but the Hundredth Part of what God 


does, how dearly fhould I love him? © Think then, 


„ ©. think belieyingly, ſeriouſly, conſtantly, O my 
Soul, what a Life thou ſhalt live for ever in the 


© Preſence and Boſom of infinite eternal Love! He 
no ſhineth on me by the Sun, and on my Soul, 


| © by the Sun of Righteouſneſs, but it is as thro? the 
© Creviſes of my darkſome Habitation; but then he 
will ſhine. on me, and in me, openly and with 


© the fulleſt Streams and Beams of Love.“ God is 


- the ſame God in Heayen as on Earth, but I ſhall 
not be the ſame Man. Here the Windows of m 


Soul are not open to his Light; Sin has raiſed | 


Clouds, and conſequently Storms againſt my Com- 
* forts. 
Fleſh and Senſe are narrow, and they are made 

narrower by Sin than they were by Nature. Alas, 

how often would Love have ſpoke comfortably to 
me, and I was not at Home to be ſpoke with, but 
abroad among a World of Vanities; or was not at 
_ Leiſure; or was afleep, and not willing to be awa- 
ked ! How often would Love have come in, and 
__ . dwelt with me, and I have unkindly ſhut him out! 


How often would he have freely entertained me in 


ſect — tz 
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The Entrances to my Soul by the Straits of 


© thee. Fhe buoy Gn mult be turned dire&- 


' © be ſtudiouſly fetched from Heaven, and be kind- 
© led by the Foreſight of what is there, and what 


\ 
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ſecret, but T had ſome trifling Company or Buſineſs 
which I was loth to leave! When his Table has 
been ſpread for me, and Chriſt, Grace, and Glory of-. 
fered to me, how has my Appetite been gone or dull! 
He would have been, All to me, if I would have 
been All for him. But in Heaven I ſhall have 

none of thoſe Obſtructions. All old Unkindneſs 
and Ingratitude will be forgiven. I ſhall then 
be wholly ſeparated from the Vanity which here 
deceived me. I ſhall joyfully behold the open 


ons. No Diſeaſe will corrupt my Appetite. NoSlug- 
' the Father, the Grace of the Son, and the Communion of 


. the holy Spirit, will triumph overall my Folly, Dead- 
_ neſs, and Diſaffection; and my God-diſpleafing 


_ © rious Loye, who ſtudy it without Loye ? What 


Chriſt, taſting its Gifts, contemplating its glorious 


* 


* 


Face, and attend the charming Voice of glorifying 
Love, and delightfully reliſh his celeſtial Proviſi- 


giſhneſs will renew my guilty Neglects. The Love of- 


and Self-undoing Averſeneſs and Enmity will be 
gone for ever. Study this -heavenly Work of 
Love, O my Soul ! Theſe are not dead or barren _ 
Studies. It is only Love that can reliſh Love, ang 
< underſtand it. Here the Will has it's Taſte. 
What can poor carnal Worldlings know of glo- 
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funding Braſs or tinkling Cymbals are they, that 
< preach of God, and Chriſt, and heavenly Glory 
* without Love? But, gazing on the Face of Love in 
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© Reign, is the Way to kindle: the ſacred Fire in 
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© 1y to the Sun, in Order to jts ſetting any Thin 
on Fire A holy Love like that in Heaven, mi 
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© we ſhall be there for ever. Faith muſt aſcend, 
s and look within the Vail. Thou, my Soul, muſt 
-© not live as a Stranger to thy Home and Hopes, 
to thy God and Saviour. The Fire that muſt 
„ warm thee is in Heaven, and thou muſt come 
near it, and open thyſelf to its Influence, if thou 
wilt feel its powerful Efficacy. It is Night and 
Winter with carnal Minds, when it is Day and 
< Summer with thoſe that ſet their Faces Heaven- 
6-mrand” My | 
§ 14. But in Heaven God will make Uſe of ſe- 
cond Cauſes, even in communicating his Love and 
Glory. There the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will not only 
de che Object of our delightful Love, but his Love 
ĩo us will be as the vital Heat and Motion of the Heart 
10 all the Members, the Root of our Life and Joy. 
Did his Tears for a dead Lazarus make Men ſay, . 
Behold how he loved him ! What then will the re- 
viving Beams of heavenly Life, make us ſay of that 
Love, which fills us with the Pleaſures of his Pre- 
fence, and turns our Souls into Joy itſelf ? © Believe, 
O my Soul, thy Saviour's Love, that thou mayſt 
have a Foretaſte of it, and be fit for compleat En- 
joyment. Let thy believing be ſo much of thy 
daily Work, that thou mayſt fay, he divelli in 
ty Heart by Faith, and lives in thee, and that thy 
© Life in the Fleſh is not a-fleſhly Life, but by the 
© Faith of the Son of God, who loved thee, and gave 
©. himſelf fer thee. Look upon the Sun, and think, 
with thyſelf, how its Motion, Eight, and Heat 
© are communicated to Millions of Creatures alt 
8 over the Earth, and in the Seas. What if all 
- © theſe Beams of Light and Heat were proportion- 
8 able Beams of perfect Knowledge, 9 
6 oy 1 
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from it as much Wiſdom, Love, and Joy, as 
_ © they have of 
_ © blefſed World would it be, even a Heaven upon 
Earth? Thus will the Sun of Glory ſend forth 


_ © Life, Light, and joyful Love on all the heavenly 
c Tahabitants: Therefore now 


© the Influence of his Grace, that thou 
his Name and Mark.” He has not bid me ſeek 
his Grace in vain. He more than bids'me feet ant 


ak,” He teaches me to pray. He makes my Pray- 


ers, and writes them on my Heart. He gives me 
Deſires, and he loves to have me importunate with 
him, and is diſpleaſed with me that I will ask, and 
have, no more. How then comes my Soul to be 
yet fo fond of this wretched Fleſh and World, and 
fo backward to go Home, and dwell with Chriſt”? 
Alas, a Taſte of Heaven on Earth is too precious 
to be caſt away upon ſuch as have long ee and 
quenched the Spirit, and are not, by 

patient ſeeking, prepared to receive it! My Con- 
ſcience remembers the Follies: of my Youth, and 
many a later odious Sin, and tells me, that if Hea- 
ven were quite hid from my Sight, and. I ſnhould ne- 
ver have a Glimpſe of the Face of glorious eternal 
Love, it would be juſt, I look upward from Day 
to Day, and, better to know my God, and my 
Home, I cry to him daily. My God, my Hopes 
te are better than all the Poſleflions of this World! 
“ far better than all the Pleafures of Sin! Thy 
< gracious Looks have often revived me, and thy 
© Mercies have been unmeaſurable to my So , and 
% Body. But O! how far am 1 ſhort of what, 
* even — Years ago, I hoped ſooner to have at- 

— tained t 


Light, Heat, and Motion, What a 


begin to live upon 
mayſt have 
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. ins Where is the Peace that paſſeth all Un- 


derflanding,- which ſhould Leeb my Heart and 
Mind thro Chriſt Feſus Where is the ſeeing, 


lunging, and. rejaicing Faith ? Where is that 
„ pleaſant Familiarity with Chriſt and Heaven, 
that would make a Thought of them ſweeter 
than the Thoughts of Friends, Health, or all 
the Proſperity and Pleaſure of this World ? Do 


& [thoſe that dwell- in God, and God in them, and 
have their Hearts and Conver ſation 7 in Heaven, at- 
tain-no more clear and ſatisfying Perceptions of 
that bleſſed State, than I have yet attained ? Is 


there no livelier Senſe of future Joys? no ſwee- 
ter Foretaſte? nor fuller ſilencing of Doubts and 


Fears? Alas, how many of thy Servants are leſs 
afraid to go to a Priſon, than to their God; and 
had rather be baniſhed to a Land of Strangers, 


than ſent to Heaven] Muſt I, that am called thy 


Child, and an Heir of D and a Co- heir 
with brit, have no more Acquaintance with 


my glorified Lord, and no more Love to thee 


| 2 4 art my Portion;. before I go hence? ſhall I 
have-no more of the heavenly Life and Light, 


and Love? Alas, I have ſcarce enough in my 
Meditations, or Prayers, or Sermons, to denomi- 


nate them Heavenly! And muſt I go hence fo 


like a Stranger to my Home? Wilt thou take 


Strangers into Heaven, and know them there as 
thine, that know thee. no better here ? O my 


God, vouchſafe a Sinner yet more of the Spirit 
of thy Son, who came to Earth, to call up earth- 


1 Minds to God, and to open + A to all Be- 


| lievers | What do I beg, ſo frequently, ſo ear- 
Fs for the. Sake of my Redeemer, as the 


Sin it 


v i fr ht __ 
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| Ch. 4. to be wich Chri N. 89 | 


« Hpirit of Life and Conſolation, to Wer me the 
* reconciled. Face of God, and unite all my Af. 
<« fections to my glorified: Head, and draw up this 
dark 3 Soul to wy" and long to be with 
c 7 + 


815. Alas! tho' theſe are my daily Gn how 


ittle dol aſcend? I dare not blame the God of Love; 


nor my bleſſed Saviour, nor the Sanctifier and Com- 
forter of Souls. Undoubtedly the Cauſe is, my ſin- 
ful Reſiſtance of the Spirit, my unthankful Neglects 
of Grace and Glory. But Mercy can forgive; Grace 
can overcome; and may I not hope for ſuch a Victo- 
ry before I die ? * Lord, I will lie at thy Doors, and 
© pourout my Complaints before thee ! Thou haſt 
told us, how kindly the Dogs licked/ the Sores 
« of a Laxarus, that lay at a rich Man's Gate 
thou haſt commended: the good Samaritan, for 
% taking Care of a wounded Man; thou ſayeſt, 
« Bleſſed are the Merciful ; thou commandeſt us, 
« Be mercifud, as your heavenly Father is merciful ; 
«© And ſhall I wait at thy Doors in vain? Give me. 
«© the Wedding- Garment, without which I ſhall 
ce but diſhonour thy Feaſt ! Thou haſt commanded 
« me to rejoice, and how fain would I in this obey 
„ thee? O that I had more faithfully. obeyed thee 
in ruling my Senſes, my Thoughts, my Tongue, 
and in the diligent Improvement of all my Ta- 
« lents! Then I might more eaſily have rejoiced, 
* Lord, help my Love and yo How can I re- 
“ joice in Death and Darkneſs? I hoped I was 
long fince tranſlated from the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
* and delivered from the Power 0 7 the Prince f Dark= 
«© neſs, and brought into that Light which is the En- 

6 trance of the InDeritence. f Saints; and ate 
cc ar k- 


+ 


* 


— | > 


= Why it is far better © „ 


„Darkness is fill my Miſery | There is Light 
round about me, in thy Word and Works, but 


6c. 
cc 


Darkneſs is within me. And if my Eye be 
dark, the Sun will be no Sun to me. What is 


<« my Unbelief, but the Darkneſs of my Soul? 
© Lord Jeſus, ſcatter all theſe Miſts! O thou Sun 
& of Righteouſneſs, make thy Way into this be- 


© nighted Mind! O ſend thy Advocate, to fi- 


c Jence every Temptation againſt thy Truth and © 
“ Thee, to proſecute thy Cauſe againſt thy Ene- 
* mies and mine, and to witneſs my Sonſhip and 


4% Salvation !- I know, my Lord, Heaven is not 
5 far from me, no, not a Day, or an Hour's Jour- 


< ney to a feparate Soul. How quick is the Com- 
„ munion of my Eyes with the diſtant Sun? And 
couldſt thou not ſhew me Heaven in a Moment? 


* Is not Faith a ſeeing Grace? If animated by 


© thee, it can fee the inviſible God, the unſeen 
World, the new Jeruſalem, the innumerable Com- 


ce 


* pany of Angels, and the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 


« feet : Without thee, it can do Nething, and is No» 
* thing. Forgive all my Sins, and remove this 
Film that Sin has gathered, and my 8 | 


* Soul will ſee thy Glory! [know this Vail of 
* Fleſh muſt alſo be rent, before I ſhall ſee thee 
* with open Face, and know my Fellow-Citizens 
„ above, as I am known. It is not Heaven on 


** Earth I am asking, but that I may fee it from 


% Mount Nebo, and have the Pledge and the Firſt- 
5 Fruits; and that my Faith and Hope may kindle 


Love and Defire, and make me run my Race + 


& with Patience, and live and die in the Joy which 
„ becomes an Heir of Heaven ! But if my Part on. 
Earth muſt- not increaſe, let it make me the 

| Mn | „ more 


«c ee weary of ihis Dungeon, aid b erwäge 


de ly wiſh for the Day, when all my Deſires ffall 


« be ſatisfied, and my Soul be filled wich thy Light 
« and Love l“ 


FI 16. And in Subordination te Chriſt I ſhall 
alſo be 4 Receider in Heaven from Angels am Sal nts, 
If Angels are greatly uſeful to me here, much more 


wiltthey be there, where I ſhall be mote capable of 


receiving fromthem. It will be no moreDiminution 
to the Honour of Chriſt, to make Uſe of my Fellow - 
Creatures to my Joy there, chan it was here. How 
gloriouſly will God ſhine in the Glory of the Bleſ- 


ſed ? How delightful will it be to ſee their Perfec- 
tion in Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Love? They will 
love incomparably better than our deareſt Friends 


on Earth ean, who can only pity us in our Pains, 
and go weeping with our Corpſes to the Grave; but 
the Friends above will joyfully convoy, 'or, welcome 
our Souls to their triumphant Society. What a 
glorious State will it be, when all the Love of An- 
gels and Saints in full Perfection, ſhall be fo united, 


as to make one Love to one God, and to each 
other as made one in Chriſt? We little know how 
great a Mercy it is here, to be commanded to love 


our Neighbours as ourſelves; and much more to 
be effectually fraught of God 10 love one another. 
Did we all live in ſuch unfeigned Love, Earth 
would reſemble Heaven. Go then, go willing- 


lx, O my Soul! Love joins with Light to draw 
© up 97 Art thou a Lover of Wiſdom, Ho- 
© lineſs, and Love, and wouldſt thou not be united 


to the wiſe and holy who are made-up of Love? 
Art thou a Hater of - Diſcord and Diviſions on 
_© Earth, and wouldſt thou not be, 'where all the 


« Juſt 
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92 | Why it is far batter _ Ch. 4, 


= 7 Juſt are one? Is not thy Body, while kept to- 
| gether by an uniting Soul, in a better State than 
[- © when it is crumbled into lifeleſs Duſt ? and does 


1 not Death creep on thee by a gradual Diſſolution 
{i © Away then from this incoherent State] The far- 
1 © ther from the Center, the farther from Unity, 
1 © It is now thy Weakneſs and Imperfection, which 
= makes thee ſo deſirous that thy Houſe, thy Land, 
3 * thy Cloaths, thy Books, yea thy Knowledge and 
1 Grace, ſhould be thine, and thine only. How 
nv much more excellent, if thou couldſt ſay, that 
i _ © all theſe, like the Light of the Sun, are mine, 
1 and every one's as well as mine ? In Heaven, thy 
"= Knowledge, thy Goodneſs,” thy Glory and Feli- 
I 1 © city ſhall be thine, and others as well as thine. - 
"F The Knowledge, Goodneſs, and Glory of all 
1 that perfect Society, ſhall be thine, as far as thy 
= Capacity extends. Then haſten upwards, O my 
yt © Soul, with thy moſt fervent Deſires, and breathe 
a after that State with thy ſtrongeſt Hopes, where 
4 thou ſhalt not be rich, and ſee thy Neighbours 
1 poor; nor be poor, while they are rich; nor be 
well while they are ſick; nor ſick while they are 
well!“ Communion as it conſtitutes the very Be · 
=_ ing of the City of God, will be Part of every one's 
4 Felicity,.and none will have the leſs for the Partici- 
_ pation of the reſt. "This cele/t:al Communion of Saints 
1 in one holy Church, above what is here attainable, 
nov an Article of our Belief ; but believing will 
—_ Joon end in ſeeing and enjoying. Ye 
—_— S 17. (5),1t-15 alſe far Letter for me to be with Chriſt, 6 
that I mays hgue, a perfect Activity in doing Good. . 
Il There are good Works in Heaven, and far more and 
= better than on Earth,, There will be more n and 7 
—_ . WT þ | | 1 5 OWCE 
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Ch. 4. 1 be with Chris. 93 


Power for Action; more Love to God and one ano- 141 
ther, to excite to Action; more Likeneſs to Gd 
and Chriſt in doing Good, as well as being good; 
more Union with the beneficent Jeſus, to make us i! «01 
alſo beneficent ; and more Communion, by each 


# 
— f 
88 i 


Admiration of Almighty. God. In expreſſing ſuch 
Affections, we naturally defire Communion with - 
many. Methinks when we are ſinging the Praiſes 
of God in great Aſſemblies with joyful and fervent 
Spirits, I have the livelieft Foretaſte of Heaven up- 
on Earth, and could almoſt wiſh that our Voices 
were loud enough to reach thro” all the World, and 
to Heaven itſelf, Nor could I ever be offended 
with the ſober and ſeaſonable Uſe of inſtrumental 
Muſick, to help to tune my Soul in ſo holy a Work, 
in which no true Aſſiſtance is to be deſpiſed. No- 
thing comforts me more in my greateſt Sufferings, 
nor ſeems more fit for me, while I wait for Death, 
than ſinging Pſalms of Praiſe to God; nor is there 
any Exerciie in which I had rather end my Life. 
Should I not then willingly go to the heaven] 
Choir, where God is praiſed with perfect Love, 
and Joy, and Harmony? Had I more of a prai- 
ling Frame of Soul, I ſhould long more for that 
Life of Praiſe. I neyer find myſelf more willin 
to be there, than when I moſt joyfully ſpeak or ſing 
nes 1 e the 


contributing to the Welfare of the Whole, and * if 
ſharing in their common Returns to God. What 1801 
the heavenly Works are, we muſt perfectly know |} 1 
14 | 2 3 | 3 a Se 1 
when we come thither. Ve ſhall join with the . 
whole Society, as Scripture particularly deſcribes, in 1 
giving Thanks and Praiſe ta God and our Redeemer. 111800 
All Paſſions earneſtly deſire to be freely exerciſed, 1 if | 
eſpecially our holy Affections of Love, Joy, and il | 


- 3 ; 
9 E 


the-Praiſes of God. Tho- the Dead praiſe nat Gad | 
in the Grave, nor Duff celebrate him; yet living 
Souls in Heaven do it joyfully, while their fleſhly 


Cloathing turns to Duſt. *© Lord, tune my Soul to 


« thy Praiſes now, that ſweet Experience may 


„ make me long to be, where I {hall do it better 


« Wherever there is any excellent Muſick, I ſee 
«© Men naturally flogk to it, and hear it wich De- 


light. Surely had I once heard the heavenly 


“ Choir, I ſhould eccho to their holy Songs, and 

<« think it the trueſt Bleſſedneſs to bear my Part. 
«© My God, it is the inward Melody of thy Spirit, 
c and my own Conſcience, that muſt; tune me for 
c the heavenly Melody! O ſpeak thy Love firſt 
„to my Heart, and then I ſhall joyfully ſpeak it to 
< others, and ſhall ardently ſeek after a Communi- 


on, better than that of ſinful Mortals | Tho' my 
Sins make a ſad Diſcord: in my preſent Songs, I 


«©, hope my Sighs and Tears for Sin haye had the 
* Honour of thine Acceptance, who deſpi ſeſt not a 
6 contrite-Soul. But if thy Spirit will ſing and 
© ſpeak within me, and help me againſt the jar- 
& ring Murmurs of my unbelieving Heart, and 


“ pained Fleſh, I ſhall then offer thee what is more 


<< ſuitable to thy Love and Grace. I confeſs, Lord, 
that daily Tears and Sighs are not unſuitable to 
the Eyes and Voice of ſo great a Sinner, now 


< under thy correfting Rod. But he that offereth 


& Praiſe glorifies thee; and is not this the ſpiritual 
& Sacrifice, acceptable thro Chriſt, for which we 


„ were made Priefts to God? I refuſe not, Lord, to 
lie in Tears and Groans when thou requireſt it, 


£ nor do thou reject thoſe Fears and Groans ; but | 


« O give me better, that I may have better of 


« thine 


« thine own to offer thee, and ſo prepare me for 


« the far better which I ſhall find with Chriſt !* 
C 18. Probably God makes glorified Spirits the 


\ 


Agents of his Beneficence to inferior Creatures, Where 


he beſtows on any the nobleſt Endowments, we 
ſee he makes moſt Uſe of ſuch for the Benefit of 


others. Chriſt tells us, we ſhall be liße, or equal, | 


to the Angels, who are evidently the Miniſters of 
God for the good of his People in this World. The 


Apoſtle ſays, the Saints ſhall judge the World and Au- 


gelt; intimating that Devils and damned Spirits 
ſhall be ſubjected to the Saints. But if there were 
no more for us to do in Heaven but, with perfect 


Knowledge, Love and Joy, to hold Communion 


with God, and all the heavenly Society, it is 
enough to excite in a conſiderate. Soul the moſt 
fervent Deſires to be at Home with God. 


to be with Chrift. - "5B os 
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96 The Author breathes after Willingneſs Ch. 35, 


"CMP! OV 


The Author breathes after ee 


to depart, and to be with Chriſt. 


$ 1. Lamenting the 5 of his Canviftian, he 


begs divine Teaching; & 2, 3. argues againſt his 
Doubts and Fears; 
Per; then, 8 * 6. (1) excites his Faith, & 7. 
_ viewing its Support from Reaſon, and 8 8. from 
Experience, 3 § 9. pleading the Promiſes : 
§. 10. (2) He next excites his Hope, 11. 
Views its | Preparations, and & 12. pleads it in 
Prayer : 13. ( 3 He alſo excites bis Love, 
14. conſiders its Excellencies, § 15. prays for 
its Increaſe, & 16. contemplates the Perfection of 
heavenly Love, N 17. 25 jealous of his own Love. 
§ 18, 19. enumerates the Evidences f God's. 
Lows, and & 20. pr _ for its fuller Diſcovery. 


6 1. J Am convinced, that it is far better to depart, 
and to be with Chr it, than to be here. But 
this Conviction alone will not excite fuch Deſires 


in my Soul. They are oppoſed by a natural Auer- 
fi-m to Death, which Sin has greatly increaſed ; by 
the Remains of Unbelief, which avails itſeif of our 


Darkneſs in the Fleſh, and our too great Familiari- 
ty with this viſible World; and alio by our Vun 
of more lively Foretaſtes of Heaven, What niuft be 
done to overcome this Oppoſition? Is there no 

Rea 


84. deferes a heavenly Tem- 


5 Ch. wo 1 5 a and t be with N. 97 


wo ? Yes, there is a Divice Teaching, by 3 
we muſt learn FA to number aur Days, that we 
may apply our Hearts unto: Wi /dom. When we 
have read and heard, ſpoke and written the ſoun- 
deſt Truth, and ſtrongeſt Arguments, we ſtill 
know, as by we knew not; and believe, as if we 
LY not; unleſs God powerfully ” impreſſes - 
ſame Things on our Minds, and awakens our 
Souls to feel what we know. Since we fell from 
God, the Communion between our Senſes and 
Underſtanding, and alſo between our Underſtan- 
ding and our Will and Affections, is violated, and 
we are divided in ourſelves by this Schiſm in our 
Faculties. All Men may eaſily know that there is an 
| Almighty, Omniſcient, Omnipreſent, Eternal, and 
perfectly holy and good God, the Maker, Prefers” 
ver, and Governour of all, whes deſerves our whole 
| ' Truſt, Love, and Obedience-; but how little of 
this Knowledge i is to be nerceived i in Men's Hearts, - 
or Lives? All Men know that the World is Vani- 
ty, that Man muſt die, that Riches cannot then 
profit, that Time is precious, and that we have 
but little Time to prepare for Eternity; but how 
little do Men ſeem to have of the real Knowledge 
of theſe plain Truths? Indeed, when God comes 
in with his powerful awakening Light and Love, 
then thoſe Things appear as different, as if we 
oF were but beginning to know them. All my beſt 
EKeaſons for our Immortality, are but as the news | 
formed Body of Adam, before God breathed into him 
the Breath f Life; and He only can make them 
living Reaſons. To the Father of Lights I muſt 
therefore ſtill look up, and for his Light and Love 
muſt fill wait. I muſt learn, both as a Student, and 
2 Beggar. When [I have thought, and thought a 
'L Thouſand T'imes, I muſt beg "yp Blefling, Lord, 
E "ec upon 


1 


— 5 


upon my Thoughts. The Eye of my Under- an 
4 ſtanding will be uſeleſs, or vexatious to me, be 
* without thy illuminating Beams. O ſhine che be 
& Soul of thy Servant into a clearer Knowledge of Wh 


te thyſelf and Kingdom, and love him into more Fa 


divine and heavenly Love, and he will then . wa 

< wilkngly-cometo thee??? © oo 8 no 

$ 2. Why ſhould I, by the Fears of Death, ſtrive _ fur 
gagainſt the common Courſe of Nature, and againſt m. 
my only Hopes of Happineſs ? Is it not appumted M 


- unto all Men once to die? Would I have God make - - U. 
ſimful Man immortal upon Earth? When we are | 
- Ffinlefs, we ſhall be immortal. The Love of Life 


was given, to teach me to preſerve it with Care, W V 
and uſe it well, and not to torment myſelf with the In 
continual Foreſight of Death. If it be the Miſery i 
after Death, that is feared ; O what have I now 0 
- to do, but to receive the free reconciling Grace, 1 v: 
which is offered me from Heaven, to fave me from MW L 
fuch Miſery; and to devote myſelf totally to him, fy 
who has promiſed, Him that cometh to me, I will in © 8 
716 wiſe caſt out 9 Cn my Duty, and re- ti 
membered that I am not my on, and that my Times © 5 

- are in God's Hands, I had been quiet from theſe P 
fruitleſs Fears. Had my Reſignation and Devo- ft 
tedneſs to God been more abſolute, my Truſt in 8 
him would have been mare ealy,. © But, Lord, 0 
4 thou knoweſt, that I would fain be thine, and <6 
& wholly thine, and that to thee I defire to live 5 2 

* therefore let me quietly die to thee, and wholly ' MW . '< 
« truſt thee with my Sou. } 
-- $ 3. Why ſhould | have any remaining Doubt „ 
Fibe ae State of pious N Spirits? My Sa- l 
viour has entered into the Holigſi, and has aſſured me 


that there are many Manſions in bis Father's 2 


"Wl; 3. Aber,, and be with . 


and that when we are abſent from the Boch, we ſhall - 


be preſent with the Lord. Who can think chat all , n 
holy Souls, that have gone hence from the Begin. 
ning of the World, have been deceived in their 1 
; and Hope? And that all thoſe, whoſe Hope 1 
was only in this Life, have been in the Right? . 14 | 
not abhor every Suggeſtion that contains ſuch Ab- Mi j 
ſurdities? Wonderful, that Satan can keep up fo wp 
much Unbelief in the World, while he muſt make | 
Men F ie in order to Make them Unbelievers and 
n | | 
4. That my Soul-has ao nerv lively Hein 
even, ariſes from thoſe many wilful Sins, by 
which I have quenched the Spirit, and from the Souls 
Impriſonment in Fleſh: This, O this, is the Mi- 
ſery and Burthen of my Soul! Tho” I can ſay 1 
love God's Truth and Graces, his Work and Ser- 
+ X vants; yet that L have no more ardent and delightful 
Love of Heaven, whert his Lovelineſs will be more 
fully opened to my Soul, is my Sin, Calamity, and 
Shame. If I did not ſee that it is ſo with other of - 
the Servants: of Chriſt, as well as myſelf, I ſhould 
doubt whether Affections ſa-diſproportionats to m 
Profeſſion did not imply an unfound Faith. It is 
ſtrange that one, who expects quickly to ſce the 
| glorious World, and enter the holy celeſtial Sos 
ciety, ſhould not be more joyfully affected with 
ſuch Hopes! And that I ſhould think fo much of 
| the Pain and Periſhing of the Fleſh, tho' it be the 
common Way to ſuch an End Qhateful Sin, that 
has ſo darkened and corrupted Souls, as to indiſpoſ 
them for their only expected Happineſs !' What "die 
Man, when he forſook the Love and Obtdierics' 
of his God How jaſt, that this Fleſh ſhould be bur 
Priſon, which we are for making our Home ? How 
KS mourns 


— 
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| mournful, that there is no more Grace and Holi- 3 
ne ſs, Knowledge of God, and Communion with _ 
—_ him in this World! That: ſo few are Saints, and 

3 thoſe few ſo very imperfect ! That while the Sun 
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; ſhines on all the Earth, the Sun of Righteouſneſs 72 
mines on fo ſmall a Part of it! He the de us + 4 
capable of holy and heavenly Aﬀections, gave us 85 

not that Capacity | in vain. | Yet, alas, how-little of 7 

God and Glory enters into the Hearts of Men} = 

When recovering Light ſhines upon us, how un- C 

___ thankfully do we entertain it! We cannot have the a 
Conduct and Comfort of it, while we ſhut our Eyes, d 

and turn away. And tho God give to the beſt not ſo t 

much of it as they deſire, it is an unſpeakable Mer- 6 

cy, that in this darkſome World we may but hear 06 

1 of a better World, and may ſeek it in Hope. We 40 
x muſt not grudge in our Priſon to be denyed ſuch a #$ 
1 Preſence of our King, and ſuch Pleaſures: of the 7 
4 Kingdom, as innocent and free Subjects have. 7 
R Hope of Pardon, and of a ſpeedy Deliverance, are 7 
great Mercies to Malefactors. And if my Want of 6« 
the Knowledge and Love of. God, and of joyful WM « 
Communion with the heavenly Society, be my. 0 

Priſon, and as the Suburbs of Hell, ſhould it not 7 

make me long for the Day ef my Redemption, and tha WW _ « 

gloricus Liberty of the Sons of Gad ? My ſincere De- 3 

fires of Deliverance, and of Holineſs and Perfecti - 6 

on, are my Evidences that I ſhall obtain them. 4s 


As the Will is the Sinner, fo the obſtinate Conti- c 
nuance of a Wilkto Sin, is the Cauſe of continued * 0 
Sin. So far as God makes us willing to be delivered p 
from Sin, fo far we are delivered, and our imper- - 6 
fect Deliverance is the Way to more. If Pains. 0 
make me groan es eds and Sickneſs for 55 0 


— 
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Ch. 5. 1 depart, and o be with Obr. 101 
why ſhould not my Remains of Ignorance, Unbe- 
lief, and Alienation from God, excite my Deſires 
after the Day of my Salvation ? As it is the Nature of 
my Sin to draw down my Heart from God and Glory 
ſo it isxhe-Nature of my Faith, Hope, and Love, 
to raiſe my. Heart towards heavenly Perfection; not 
to defir& Death, but that which is beyond it. And 
BY | have | been'fo many Years in the School of Chriſt 
learning both how to live and die, praying for this 
Grace, and exerciſing it againſt this ſinful Fleſh, and 
after all, ſhail I now find Fleſh more powerful to 
draw me downward, than Faith, Hope, and Love 
to carry my Deſires up to God? O God for- 
„ bid ! O thou, that freely gaveſt me thy Grace, 
« maintain it to the laſt againſt its Enemies, and 
make it finally victorious ! It came from thee ; it 
| e has been preſerved by thee it is on thy Side, and 
4 c wholly for thee; without it, I had lived as a Beaſt, 
| © and ſhould die more miferably than a Beaſt; it is 
& thine Image, which thou loveſt; it is a divine Na- 
ture, and a heavenly Beam. What will a Soul be 
* without it, but a Dungeon of Darkneſs, and dead 
to Holineſs and Heaven? Without it, who ſhall 
“ plead thy Cauſe againſt the Devil, World, and 
« Fleſh? Without thy Glory, Earth is but Earth; 
* and without thy Grace, Earth would be a Hell. 
DO, rather deny me the Light of the Sun, than 
the Light of thy Countenance ! Leſs miſerable 
e had I been without Life or Being, than without 
thy Grace. Without Thine, and my Saviour 's 
« Help, I can do Nothing. I could not pray, or 
learn, without thee; I never could conquer a 
„Temptation without thee; and can I die, nor be 
<< prepared to die, without thee ? I ſhall but ſay as 
EYES. «© Thomas 
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4% going, and how can I know the Way? My Lord, 
& having laued his own which were in the Warld, he 


1 lowed them unto the End. He even . commended 


© and rewarded thoſe, that had continued with him 
* in his Temptations, Thou loveſt Fidelity and 


es Perſeverance in thy Servants; and wilt thou for- 


+ ſake a dinner in his Extremity, who conſents to 


* thy Covenant, and would not forſake thee? My _ 


God, I have often ſinned againſt thee, but thou 
„ knoweſt I would fain be thine. I can fay with 
6 Paul, thou art the Gad, wheſe I am, and whom 7 


& ſerus; and O that I could ſerve thee better! To 


« ſetve thee, is but to receive thy Grace, and uſe it 
« for my own and others Good, and thereby pleaſe 
and glorifie thee. I have Nothing to do in this, 


„ World, but to ſeek and ſerve thee. I have N 


< thing to de with my Tongue, but to ſpeak to 
c thee, and for thee, and with my Pen but to pub- 
& liſh thy Glory and thy Will. What have I to 
4% do with all my Reputation, and Influence over 


„ others, dut to increaſe thy Church, and propagate 


e thy holy Truth and Service? What have I to 


„ do with my remaining Time, even theſe laſt and 


8 Janguiſhing Hours, but to look up unto thee, and 
4 wait for thy Grace, and thy Salvation? O par- 


$ don all my carnal I houghts, all my unthankful 


„ Treatment of thy Grace and Love, and all my 
„ Wilful Sins againſt thy Truth and Thee! Vander, 


the Ferrors of the Law thou didſt even proclaim 
Le thyſelf, The Lor 4, the Lord God, mar ci ful and 
* ęgraciau 0 long-ſufferimg, and abundant in xoodnefs, | 
* and Truth ; keeping Mercy for Thouſands, forgiving | 


* Jniquity, aud Tranſgreffion, and Sin. And is * 
| 5 N = : | 66 7 
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% Goſpel for our more abundant Faith and Con- 
ec ſolation? My God, I know, I can neyer be fuf- 


« ficiently hdent of thy all-ſufficient Power, 
„ Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. © When I have ſaid, 
« Mill the Lord caſt off for ever? and will be be fo- 
4 oaurabie no mare? Is his Mercy clean gone for ever? 


* Doth his Promiſe fail for enermare?- Hub G 


«© forgotten ta be gracious? Hath he in Anger ſhut up 


ce his tend:r Mercies # Conſcience has replied, The | 


« ig my Infirmity. I never wanted Comfort for 
* Want of Mercy in Thee; but for want of Faith 


„ and Holineſs in myſelf. And haſt Thea not 


£< Mercy alſo to give me that Faith and Halineſs, 
. My God, Al is of of Thee, aud thru Thee, and to 


«Thee, and when 7 have the Felicity, the Glory 


of all for ever will be thine. None that truſt in 


„ce thy Nature and Promiſe ſhall be aſhamed. If T 
can live and die truſting in "TI . 1 ſhall > 


* not be confounded.”” 

I 5. Why then ſhould it ſeem 2 difficult Queſti- 
on, how my Soul may willingly leave this Warld, and 
0 t9:Chrift I Prace'? The fame Grace which rege · 
nerated me, muſt bring me to my deſired End. 


© Believe and Truft thy — thy Saviour, and 


thy Comforter. Hope for the Joyful Entertain- 
ments of the promiſed Birfſzdnels —Andilong 
Aby Love for nearer divine Union and Commu» 
nion. Thus, O my Soul, —_— thou depart in 


„ Peace.“ 


86. (1) Believe and vaſt the Promiſe of Gad. 


How fure is it, and how ſuitable to his Love, to 


the Nature of our Souls, and to the Operations of 


every Grace? 4 PER 0 my Soul, art thou ſo vain- 
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$04 The Author breathes after Willingneſs Ch. 3. 
2317 ſolicitous to have clear diſtinct Conceptions of 


the celeſtial World? When thou art poſſeſt of a 
© better State, thou ſhalt know it as a Poſſeſſor 


| + ought to do; for ſuch a Knowledge as thou 


s lockeſt after, is Part of the Poſſeſſion. Thy Sa- 
viour, and his glorified Saints, are Poſſeſſors. His 


© Enowledge muſt now be thy chief Satisfaction. 


© Seek not vainly to ufurp his Prerogative. Wouldft 
© thou be a God and Saviour to thyſelf? Conſider 


© how much of the Fall there is in this ſelfiſh De- 


© fire to be as God, in knowing that which belongs 
not to thee to know. Thou knoweſt that there 


8 undoubtedly is a G of infinite Perfection, and 
that he is a Rewarder cf them that diligently ſeek. 


* him. Labour more to know thy Duty to this 
© God, and abſolutely 7 him as to the Particulars 
of thy Reward. Thou didit truſt thy Parents to 
provide thee Food and Raiment, and didſt im- 


6 plicitly obey them. Thou haſt truſted Phyſicians 


to give thee Medicines, without enquiring after 
© every Ingredient. If a Pilot undertake to carr 


* thee to the Indies, thou canſt truſt his Conduct, 
without knowing either the Ship, or how to go- 


s yern it, or the Way, or the Place to which thou art 
© conveyed. And muſt not thy God and Saviour be 
-< truſted to bring thee ſafe to Heaven, unleſs he 
will ſatisfie all thy Enquiries ? The Command to be 
careful for Nothing, and to caſt all thy Care on Ged, 
'© who careth for thee, obligeth thee in all Things 
© that are God's Part. To diſpoſe of a departing 
© Soul is God's Part. O how much Evil is there in 
© this diſtruſting, ſelf-providing Care? Be not ca 
©« down, O departing Soul, nor by Unbelief di/qui- 


© eted within me, Iruſt thou in God, for ſoon ſhall 
8 Expe- 


* 


ac 
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Experience teach thee to praiſe him, who it "the 

« Health of my Countenance, and my God, » 

7. How clearly does Reaſon command me to 

_ truſt him, abſolutely and implicitly to truſt him, | 

and to diſtruſt myſelf? He is eſſential, infinite Per- 1 

fection, Wiſdom, Power, and Love. There is ail 

Nothing to be truſted in any Creature, but God 'F 

working in it, or by it. I am altogether his own, ” 

by Right, by Devotion, and by Conſent. He is the | þ 

Giver of all Good to every Creature, as freely as 

the Sun gives its Light, and ſhall we not truſt the 

Sun to thine? He is my Father, and has took me 

into his Family, and ſhall T not truſt my heavenly 

Father? He has given me his Son, as the greateſt 

Pledge of his Love, and Hall he not with him alſo 

\ freely give me ail Things? His Son purpoſely came to 

reveal his Father's unſpeakable Love, and ſhall ! ũ 

not truſt him who has proclaimed his Love by ſuch 1 

a Meſtenger from Heaven? He has given me the 1 
Spirit of his Son, even the Spirit of Adoption, the 
Witneſs, Pledge, and Earneſt of Heaven, the Seal 
of God upon me, Hzlineſs to the Lord, and ſhall I 
not believe his Love, and truſt him? He has made 
me a Member of his Son, and will he not take 
Care of me, and is not Chriſt to be truſted with 

his Members? I am his Intereſt, and the Intereſt of 
his Son, freely beloved, and dearly bought, and 
may I not truſt him with his Treaſure ? He has 

made me the Care of Angels, who rejoiced at my Re- 
pentauce, and ſhall they loſe their Joy, or Miniſtra- 
tion? He is in Covenant with me, and has given 
me many great and precious Promiſes, and can he be 
unfaithful? My Saviour is the Forerunner, who has 
entered into the Hialie/t, and is there interceding for 
E 5 | 7 nn 
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me, having fuſt conquered. Death to aſſure us of i 
a future Life, and aſcended into Heaven, to ſhew © 
us whither we muſt aſcend, and having /aid to his 


Bretbren, I aſcend to my Father and your Father, to my 
Cod and your God; and ſhall I not Follow him thro” 
Death, — truſt ſuch a Guide and Captain of my 
Salvation? He is, there to prepare @ Place for me, 


and will receive me unto bimſelf, and may I not con- 
7 expect it? He told a Malefactor on the 


Croſs, to Day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe, to 
Mew believing Sinners what they may expect. His 


Apoſiles and other Saints have ſerved him on Earth 


with all theſe Expectations. The. Spirits of juſi Men 
made perfect are now poſſeſſing what I hope for, and 


I am a Pollower of them, "ag thro Faith and Pati- 


ence inherit the promiſed Felicity; and may I not 
truſt him to ſave me, who has already ſaved Milli- 
ons? I mult be at a divine Diſpoſal, whether I will 
or not and however I vex my Soul with Fears, and 
Cares, and Sorrows, I ſhall never prevail againſt 
the Will of God, which is the only Reſt for Souls. 
Our own Wills have undone us, and are our Diſ- 


eaſe, our Priſon, and our Death, till they are 
brought over to the Will of God; and ſhall I die, 
diſtruſtfully ſtriving againſt his Will, and preferring 


my own before it? 


$ 8. What abundant Experience have I had of 
God's Fidelity and Love, and after all. ſhall-I not E 


truſt him? His undeſerved Mercy gave me Being, 


choſe my Parents, gave them. affectionate Deſires 


for my real Good, taught them to inſtruc me ear- 
iy in his Word, and educate me in his Fear, made 


my Habitation and Companions ſuitable, endowed _ 


me with a teachabls nn put excellent 


Boobs | 


, > . 


c. W — 


Webs into my y Hands, and placed me SE 
and faithful [Sefooknetiets and Minifters. His Mere 
cy fixed me in the beſt of Lands, and in the beſt _ 

Age that Land had ſeen. His Mercy early deſtroy- 

ed in me all great Expectations from the World, 

taught me to bear the Yoke from my Youth, cau- 
ſed me rather to groan under my Infirmities, than 
ſtruggle with powerful Luſts, and chaſtened me 
betimes, but did not give me over unto Death. 

Ever ſince I was at the Age of Nineteen, great Mer- 

cy has trained me up in the School of Affliction, to 

ke p my fluggiſh Soul awake in the conſtant Ex- 
pectations of my Change, to kill my proud and 
worldi'y Thoughts, and to direct all my Studies to 

Things the molt neceſfary. How has a Life of 
/ conſtant but gentle Chaſtiſement, urged me to make 
| my Calling and Election ſure, and to prepare my As- 

counts, as one that muſt quickly” give them up to 

God? The Face of Death, and Nearneſs of Eterni- 

ty convinced me what Books to read, what Studies 
to proſecute, what Companions to chooſe, drove 

me early into the Vineyard' of the Lord, and taught 
me to preach as a dying Man to dying Men. It was 
divine Love and Mercy which made ſacred Truth 
ſo pleaſant to me, that my Life, under all my Infir- 
mities, has been almoſt a chunt Recreation. 

How far beyond my Expectation has a merciful 

God encouraged me in his ſacred Work, chooſing 

every Place of my Miniſtry and Abode to this Day 

without my own ſeeking, and never ſending me to 
labour in vain? How many are gone to Heaven, 
and how many are in the Way, thro' a divine Bleſ- 
ſing on the Word which in Weakneſs I delivered? 
Many good Chr Man are glad of nw and then an 
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108 The Author breathes after Willingneſs Ch. 3. is 


to meditate on God's Word, and fesch dn | 


in his holy Worſhip, but God has allowed and 
called me to make it the conſtant Buſineſs of my 


Life. In my Library, I have profitably and plea- 


ſantly dwelt among the ſhining Lights, with which 


the Learned, Wiſe, and holy Men of all Ages 


have illuminated the World. How many com- 


fortable Hours have 1 had in the Society of living 


Saints, and in the Love of faithful Friends? How 


many joyful Days in ſolemn worſhipping Aſſem- 


blies, where the Spirit of Chriſt has been manifeſtly 
preſent, both with Miniſters and People? How. un- 


worthy was ſuch a ſinful Worm as I, who never 


had any Academical Helps, nor much from the Mouth 
of any Teacher, that Books ſhould become ſo great 
aBleſſing to me, and that God ſhould induce or con- 


ſtrain me, quite beyond my own Intentions, to pro- 
vide any ſuch like Heips for others? How unworthy 


that God ſhould uſe me above FortyYears, in ſo com- 
fortable a Work, as pleading and writing for Love, 
Peace, and Concord, and with ſo much Succeſs ? What 
Mercy had I, amidſt the Calamities of a civil War, to 


live rio Years in Safety at Coventry, a City of Defence, 


and in the Heart of the Kingdom ? When I after- 


wards ſaw the Effects of human Folly and Fury, 


and of God's Diſpleaſure, in the Ruin of Towns 
and Countries, and in Fields covered with Carcaſ- 
ſes of the Slain, how mercifully was I preſerved, 
and brought Home in Peace? And O! how great 
was the Mercy ſhewed me in a pcaceable, humble, 
unanimous People, ſo numerous, ſo exemplary, and 
who to this Day maintain their Integrity and Cone 


cord, when for Thirty one Years | have been forced 
to remain at a Diſtance from them? What a Mer- 
4 . * ' cy, | 
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ey, when I might not ſpeak by Voice to any ſingle 
. Congregation, to be enabled to ſpeak by Writings 


to many, and to have the plaineſt Writings atten» |. 


ded with Succeſs, and ſome of them ſent to preach 


in foreign Lands and Languages! 'Tho' I have been 


ſent to the common Jail, for my Service and Obe- 
dience to my God, yet he has there kept me in 


Peace, and ſoon delivered me; and how often has 
he ſuccoured me, when Nature and Art have fai- 


led? How has he cured my conſumptive Coughs, 


| ſtopped my flowing Blood, eaſed my pained"Limbs, 
and upheld an emaciated Skeleton? I have had 


Fifiy Years added to my Days, tho' I expected not 
to live one of them; and what ſtrange Deliyeran- 
ces have been wrought for me, upon the importu- 


nate Requeſts of many Hundreds of my praying 
Friends? How have I deen kept in ordinary Health - 


and Safety, when the raging Peſtilence came near 
my Habitation, and conſumed an Hundred Thous 
ſand Citizens ? And how was my Dwelling.preſer= 


ved, when I ſaw. [ Londen] the Glory of the Land 


in Flames ? Theſe, and many more, are m 
Experiences of that wonderful Mercy which has 
_ meaſured my Pilgrimage, and filled up my Days. 
Never did God break his Promiſe with me. Never 
did he fail me, or forſake me. And ſhall I now 
diliruſt him at laſt? __ ” "+ Þ 
$ 9. To Thee, O Lord, as to a faithful 


Creator, I commit my Soul, I know that thou art 


* * 


* 


1 
. 


* 


cy with them that love thee, and keep thy Command- 
« ments. Thou art faithful, who baſt called me ts 
« the Fellowſhip of thy Sen Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 


* 


A 
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the faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and Mere 


Thy F aithfulneſs has ſaved me from Temptati- 
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1 The Author breathes after Willinguſs Ch. g. 
te on, and kept me from prevailing Evil, and will 
« the Coming of Chrift. It is in Faithfulneſs thi 


cc fave me! It is thy 


&& reign with him. 
„ commit my Soul; it is thine by Redemption, 
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& preſerve my whole Spirit, and Soul and Body unto 


< haſt afflicted me; and ſhall J not truſt thee to 
faithful Saying, that thy Elect 
< ſhall obtain the Salvation which is in Chriſt %, Fejus, 
te 201th eternal G lory; for if we be dead with him, we 
« hall alſo live with him; if we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo 
To thee, O my Saviour, I 


0 


< thine by Covenant; it is ſealed by thy Spirit, 
and thou haſt promiſed not to loſe it. Thou wat 
made like unto thy Brethren, that thou mighteſt be 
a merciful and faithful High Prieſt in Things per- 
taining to God, to make Reconciliation for our Sins, 
By thy Bloed we have Boldneſs to enter into the Ho- 
lieft, by a neu and living Way conſecrated for us 
Cauſe me to draw near with a true Heart, in fall 
Aſjurance of Faith. Thy Name is faithful and 
true. True and faithful are all thy Promiſes. 
« Thou haſt promiſed Reſt to weary Souls that come 
& to thee. T am weary of Suffering, Sin, and Fleſh ; 
« weary of my Darkneſs, Dullneſs, and Diſtance.” 
cc Whither ſhould I look for Reſt, but Home to 
ec my heavenly Father and Thee! ? I am but a 
5 bruiſed Reed, but thou wilt not break me. I am but 
& ſmoaring Flax, but thou voilt rvt quench what thy 
& Grace hath kindled. Thou, in whoſe Name the 
c Nations truſt, wilt bring for th Judgment unto ; 
« Victory. The Lord redeemeth the Souls of his 
& Servants, and none of them that truſt in him. ſball be 
© deſolate, I will wait on thy Name, for it is Gord, 
& I truſt in the Wiercy of God for ever and ever. The 
$6 Lord is goed, aftrong hold in the Day of 1 6 
| | 1 8 
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ee and he knoweth them "that truft in him. Sinful 


« Fear brings a Snare, but whaſo putteth his Trufl in 


ee the Lord, ſhall be [afe. Bleſſed is the Man that 


ec maketh the Lord his Truſt. Thou art my Hope, 0 


« Lord God, thou art my Tru/t from my Youth; By 
c thee have I been halden up from the Momb, my Praiſe 
c fall be continually of thee. Caſt me not off" in the 
« Time of Old- Age, forſale me not when my Strength 


ce faileth. O God ! thou haft taught me from my 
« Youth, and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous - 


ort. New alſo, when I am old and grey headed, 
« G forſake me nat. Mine Eyes are umo thee, 
« O God the Lord! in thee is my Truſt, leave not my 
« Soul deſitute. I had fainted, unleſs I had believed 
&« to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord in the Land of the 
Living, even where they that live ſhall die no 
« more? The Sun may ceaſe to ſhine on Man, 
and the Earth to bear us; but God will never 

ceaſe to be faithful to his Promiſes. Bleſſed be the 
Lord, who has commanded: me fo ſafe and quieting 


a Duty, as to truſt in him, and caſt all my Cares 


upon him, who has promiſed to care for mel 

§ 10. (2) Hope aiſo for the Salvation of God. 
Hope is the Eaſe, yea the Life of our Hearts, which 
would otherwiſe 'break, and even die within us, 
Deſpair is no ſmall Part of Hell. God cheriſhes 
Hope, as he is the Lover of Souls. Satan our Ene- 
my, cheriſhes Deſpair, when his more uſual Wa 


of Preſumption fails. Hope anticipates Salvation, 


as Fear does Evil. It is the Hypocrite's Hope that 
periſhes; and all who hope for durable Happineſs 
on Earth, muſt be deceived. But happy is he that 
bath the Ged of Jacob for his Help, whoſe Hope is in 
the Lord his God, which made Heaven and Earth, 


which 
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which keepeth Truth for ever. Wo to me, if in this 
Life only I had Hope. But the Righteous hath Hape 
in his Death. And Hope maketh not aſhamed. Blef- 

. ſed is the Man that trufteth in the Lord, and whoſe 
43 Hope the Lord is. Lay hold then, O my Soul, 


© fHedfaſt Anchor, without which thou wilt be as 
_ X*- a Shipwreckt Veſſel. Thy Foundation is ſure, 
1 8 even God himſelf.“ Our Faith and Hope are both 


_ :: Gd. Cri, who dwells in cur Hearts by Faith, 


iin the Hope of Glory. By this Hope, better than 
1 the Law of Moles could bring, we draw nigh unte 
i God. We hope for that we ſee not, and with Patience 
wait for it. Me are ſaved by Hope. It is an en- 
1 couraging Grace, it excites our Diligence, and helps 
4 to Full Aſſurance unto the End. It is a deſiring Grace, 
—_ and is earneſt to obtain the Glory hoped for. It 
is a comforting Grace for the God of Hope fills us 
with all Fay and Peace in believing, that we may abound 
5 in Hope thro the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, © Shake 
4 off Deſpondency, O my Soul, and rejoice in Hope 


© Fleſh ind tell thee that it is againſt Hape. 
$. 11. What bleſſed Preparations are made for 
our Hope ? God has confirmed it by two immutable 


Mercy hath begotten us again unto à lively Hope, by the 
Refer erion of Chriſt, to an Inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that ſadeth not away, reſerved in 
Heaven for us. Grace teacheth us, that denying 


righteouſly, and godly in this preſent World; looking 


for that bleſſed Hape, and the glorious Abpearing of the 
Great God, and aur Saviour. We are renewed 2 


e 
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upon the Hope ſet before thee ; it is thy ſure arid | 


© of the Glory of God. Believe in Hope, tho dying + 


Things, his Promiſe and his Oath, His abundant 


 Ungedlineſi and uur ld) Lufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
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the Huh Gheft, and ie by Grace, that we ould 
be made Heirs according to the Hope of eternal Life. 
The Eyes of our Underſtanding are enlightened, that 
we may know what is the Hope of his Calling, and 
what the Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance in the 
Saints. The Hope which is laid up for us in Heaven, 
hath, thro' the Goſpel, brought Life and Immortality 
to Light. Having Hope towards God, we exerciſe 
ourſelves to have always « Conſcience vold of CPs 
and ſerve God Day and Night. For an Helmet, 
put on the Hope of Salvation, Death is not to us, > 
to others whic = no Hope. Our Lord Feſus Chrift, 
and God even our Father, hath loved us, and hath 
given us everlaſting Conſolation, and good: Hope 
he Grace, to comfort our Hearts, and flabliſh ns. 
in every good Word and Work. We muſt held faſt the 
Repoicing of the Hape firm unts. the End, and' continue 
in the Faith, grounded and ſettled, and not be moved 
away from the Hape of the Go, „bel. “ And now, 
„ Lord, what wait I for © my Habe i it in thee. Up- 
&« hold me according to thy Word, that I may live, and 
&« let me nit be aſhamed of my Hope. Tho” our Int-, 
c quities teſtifie again/t us, Jet, O. Lord the Hope 4 
„ Ifrael, the Saviour theresf in Time of Trouble, 
« not as a Stranger, leave us not, Ie have been 
« ſhewed the Praiſes of the Lord, and his wander ful 
« /orks, that we might ſet our "Hope i in G cd. Re- 
e member the Mord unto thy Servant, upon which 


A £© 


* thou haſt cauſed me to hope. If thou, Lord, ſhoulde{? 3 


* mark ſniquities, O Lord, who ſhall land? * 
there is Forgiveneſs with. thee,” that thou mayſt B e 
** feared,” I wait for the Lord, my Soul doth wait, 
and in his Mord do I hope. Let ljrael hope in the 
Lord, for with the Lord there is Mercy, and _ 
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214 The Author breathes after Willingneſs Ch, I. 
bim is plenteous Redemption. The Lord taketh Pleaſure 


in them that fear him, in thoſe that hape in his Ner- 


. Tho' any Fleſh and my Heart faileth, God i 
'#he Strength of my Heart. The Lord is my Portion, 


faith my Soul, therefore will ] hope in bim. The Lord 


is good unto them that wait for him, to the Soul that 
eeteth him. It is good that a Man ſhould both hope, 
and quietly wait for the Salvation of the Lord. It is 


good for a Man that he bear the Yoke in his Youth, and 


that he keepeth Silence, and putteth his Mauth in the 


Duft, if ſo be there may be Hope. 
§ 12. God needs not flatter ſuch Worms as we 


are, nor promiſe us what he never means to per- 


form. He has laid the Rudiments of our Hope in 
à Nature capable of deſiring, ſeeking, and thinking 


of another Life. He has called me by Grace to 


actual Deſires and Endeavours, and has vouch- 


ſafed ſome Foretaſtes. I look for no Heaven, but 
the Perfection of divine Life, Light, and Love in 


endleſs Glory, with Chrift and his Saints; and 
this he has already begun in me. And ſhall 1 


not boldly hope, when I have Capacity, the Pro- 
_ » miſe, and the Earneſt and Foretaſte? Is it not 


God himſelf that has cauſed me to hope? Was 
.not Nature, Promiſe and Grace from him ? And 


can a Soul miſcarry and be deceived, that departs 


Hence in a Hope of God's own producing and en- 
couraging? © Lord, I have lived in Hope, I have 


_ <<. prayed, laboured, ſuffered, and waited in Hope, 


.< and by thy Grace I will die in Hope; and is not 


this according to thy Word and Will? And wilt 


thou caſt away a Soul that hopes in thee, by 


.< thine own Command and Operation?“ Had 


Wealth, and Honour, and Continuance on Earth, 
or the Favour of Man, been my Ren and 
Opèe; 


Ii 
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| Hope, my Hope and I had died 
this our beſt, how vain were Man ? But the Lord 
liveth, and my Redeemer' is glorified, and inter- 
cedes for me; and the fie Spirit is in Heaven, 
who is in my Heart, as the ſame Sun is in the Fire 


mament and in my Houſe. The Promiſe: is ſure 


to all Chriſt's Seed; for Millions are now in Hea- 
ven, who once lived and died in Hope; they were 
Sinners once, as I now am; they had no other 
Saviour, Sanctifier, or Promiſe than I now have. 
Confeſſing that they were Strangers and Piſgrims on the 
Harib, they defared a better Country, that is, a heauven- 
5, where. they now are. And fhall I not folloy 
them in Hope, who have ſped ſo well? Then, O 
my Soul, hope wits the End. Hoe in the Lords 
* Ha henceforth and for ever.” I will hope continu 


ally, and will yet praiſe him more and more. dy 


AP ſhall fbew forth bis Righteeujneſs and Salua> 


The Lord is at my right Hand, I foall nat bs 


2 Therefore my Heart is glad, and my Gu 
 vejeiceth, my Fleſh alſo ſpall reft in Hape. God hath 


ſhewed me the Path of Life 3 in his Prefence is Fulneſs 


of Foy, at his right Fans there are Pe! ren 
More. | 

8 13. (3) What 8 remains, but that in Faith 
and Hope 7 leve my God, my Saviour, my Comforten, 
the glorious Society, and my ewn Perfection in Glory het- 
ter than this Burthen of Fieſh, and this hrung Hil- 
derneſs? How odious is that Darkneſs and Unbdliet, 


that Unholineſs and Diſaffection, that Deadneſs and 


Stupidity, which makes ſuch Love ſeem hard or 
unſuitable ? Is it unſuitable or hard for the Eye 
to ſee the Light, or the Beauties of 8 
'Or . or Health, RI 
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il 216 The Author breathes after Willingneſs Ch. . Cc 
1 ther, or his Friend? What ſhould be eaſier to a Na- ce 
3 ture that has rational Love, than to love him, wha * ve 
„ is Love itſelf ? He that loveth all, and gives to all fu 
Tk 2 Capacity to love, ſhould be loved by all; and he as 
ot that hath eſpecially loved me, ſhould eſpecially be ar 
13 loved by me. | ; = : * 
* 14. Love deſites to pleaſe God, and therefore cl 
oy to be in the moſt pleaſing State, and freed from al ar 
Wi: that is diſpleaſing to him; which is not to be hoped to 
_ 1,08 for on Earth. It defires all ſuitable Nearneſs, Ac- LE + 
. quaintance, Union, and Communion, It is weary be 
„ of Diſtance, and Alienation. It takes Advantage ſh 
1 & every Notice of God, to renew and exerciſe theſe 1 
1 Deſires. Every Meſſage and Mercy from God is by 
1 Fuel for Love, and while we are ſhort of Perſecti- th 
1 on, ſtirs up our Defires after more of God. The Se 
1 Soul is, where it loves. If our Friends dwell in P 
1 our Hearts by Love; and if fleſnly Neaſure, Riches, lo 
1 and Honour dwell in the Hearts of the Voluptuous, 2 
1 Covetous, and Proud; ſurely God, and Chriſt, li 
44 Heaven, and Holineſs dwell in the Heart which ly 
i loves them feryently. And if Heaven dwell in my N 
1 Heart, ſhall I not deſire to dwell in Heaven? 0 
5" Would divine Love more plentifully pour itſelf al 
7 upon my Heart, how eaſy would it be to leave this tt 
1M . Fleſh and World? Death and the Grave would be m 
TS but a Triumph for victorious Love. It would be W 
„ eaſier to die in Peace and Joy, than go to Reſt b 
"78 at Night after a fatiguing Day, or eat when I am 2 
3 hungry. A little Love has made me willingly ſtu- * 
| bl dy, preach," write, and even ſuffer; and would a1 
DS: not more Love, make me willingly go to-GoTd? C 
A Shall the Imagination of Houſe, Gardens, Walks, b 
14 Libraries, Proſpects, &c. allure the Deſires of de- 4 
564 e F ceived 
1 | | 
"A 


5 5 1 depart, and to he with Chr ”Y 


' ceived Minds, and mall not the Thoughts of hea- I 
venly Manſions, Converſe, and Joys, more power- 
fully draw up my Deſires? Can | love ſuch a World 
as this, where . Tyranny ſheds Streams of Blond, 
and lays Cities and Countries deſolate ; where the | 
Wicked are exaited, the Juſt and Innocent reproas © 
ched and opprefled, the Goſpel reſtrained, 1dolatry . 
and Infidelity too generally kept up, where Satan 


too often chooſes Paſtors for the Churches of Chriſt, 


even ſuch as by Ignorance, Pride, and Senſuality 
become devouring Wolves to thoſe whom they 


ſhould feed and comfort; where no two Perſons are 75 


in all Things of a Mind; and where there appears 


but little Hopes of a Remedy! ? And ſhall I not 


think more delightfully. of the Inheritance of the 


Saints in Light, and of the cordial Love and joyful 
Praiſes of 8 Church triumphant ? Should I not 
love a lovely and loving World, much better than 


a World where there is comparatively fo little Love- 
lineſs or Love? All that is of God is good and love 

ly. But here his Glory ſhines not in felicitating 
Splendor. I am taught to look upward when I pray 


* 


Our Father, which art in Heaven. God's Works are 


amiable even in Hell; and yet tho' I would know 
them, I would not be there. And, alas how 


much of the Works of Man, are here mixed 


with the Works of God? Here 18 God's Wiſdom, 


but Man's Folly; God's Government, but Man's 


Tyranny ; God's Love and 
Wrath and Cruelty; much of 
and Harmony, but much of Man's Deformity and 


rey, but Man's 
od's beautiful Order 


Confuſion. Here is much Truth and: Juſtice, . 


but how is it mixed? Here are wiſe. judicious. 


Trachany and * but , 
ew 
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A _ few? Here are worthy and religious F amiljes: bur 
1 by the Temptations of Wealth, and worldly In- 


1 tereſt, how full even of the Sins of Sodom, Pride, 
1. Puineſs „ Bread, and Abundance of Idlltneſs, if not 
_— alſo of Unmercifulneſs to the Poor ? And how few 
_ pious Families of the Great, that do not quickly de- 
=_ generate from their Progenitors by Error or Senſua- 


lity ? Here are ſome that educate their Children 


Comfort in them; but how many are there, that, 
455 having devoted them to God in Baptiſm, train them 
1 * up in the Service of the World, the Fleſh, and 
| | 
| 


they offer their Children to God in Baptiſm, without 
any duc Conſideration of: the Nature of that great 


5 . certainly regenerate and fave them? And I doubt 
too many religious Parents forget, that they them- 


\ undertake to uſe the Means on their Part, to make 
their Children fit for the Grace of the Son and the 


and are baptized, tho' they keep them not from 

\ great and unneceſſary Temptations, nor plainly and 
ſeriouſly teach them the Meaning of the Covenant 
which was made with (God for them ? How many 
ſſend them to get Sciences, Trades, or to travel in 
foreign Lands, before ever they were inſtructed at 
Home, againſt thoſe Temptations which they muſt 
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+ endduntef, and by which they are ſo often undone 4 
How commonly, when they have firſt neglected this 
| great Duty to their Children, do they plead a Ne- 
_ ceſlity of thruſting them out, from fome Punctilie 
| f | 
Wo 


wiſely in the Fear of God; and accordingly have 


the Devil? How many Parents think, that den 5 
Covenant with God, that God muſt accept and 
ſelves are Sponſors in that Covenant, and that they 


Communion of the Spirit ; but think God ſhould 
ſanctifie and preſerve tem becauſe they are their's, 


3 _ * 
{ 


*, 
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of Honour, or Conformity _s the World, or to 


adorn them with ſome of the Plumes of falhiona⸗ 
ble Modes and Ceremonies,” which will never com- 


penſate the Loſs of heavenly Wiſdom, Mortificati- 


on, and the Love of God and Men? As if they 
might ſend them to Sea, for ſome trifling Reaſon, 


without Pilot or Anchor, and think that God mult 
fave them from the Waves? And when ſuch Chil- 
_ dren have forſook God, and given themſelves up to 

. Senſuality and Prophaneſs, theſe Parents wonder 


at the Judgements of God, and. with broken Hearts 
lament their own Infelicity, inſtead of lamenting 
their own Miſconduct. Thus Families, Churches, 


and Kingdoms run on to Blindneſs, Ungodlineſs, 
and Confuſion. Folly, Sin, and Miſery, mifta- 
king themſelves for Wit, Honour, and Proſperity, 
are the ordinary Purſuits of Mortals. Such a Bedlam 


is moſt of the World become, that he is the braveſt 
Man who can'fin and be damned with Reputation 
and Renown, and {ſucceſsfully draw the greateſt 
Number witn him to Hell. This is the World 
which ſtands in Competition for ws Love with the 


ſpiritual blefled World. 


$ 15. In this World I have had many of God's 
Mercies and Comforts; but their Sweetneſs was 
their Taſte of divine Love, and their Tendeney to 
heavenly Perfection. What was the End and Uſe 


of all the Good that ever I ſaw, or that God ever 
did for my Soul or Body, but to teach me to love 


him, and to deſire to love him more? Wherever I 
go, and which Way ever I look, I ſee Vaniiy and 
Vexation written upon all Things i in this World, ſo 
far as they ſtand in Competition with God: And 1 
ſee * to the Lord, written upon every Thing, 


ſo 


ew Fae 
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ſo far as it lends me to bim 24 my ultimate End. 25 
The Emptineſs, Danger, and Bitterneſs, of the o 
World, and the All-ſufficiency, Faithfulneſs,' and 4 
k Gene of God, have been the Sum of all the - 
Experiences of my Life. And ſhall a worldly I 
backward Heart overcome the Teachings of Na- 1 
ture, Scripture, the Spirit of Grace, and all Expe- 0 
7 rience? O my God, Love is thy great and fpeci- f 
N « al Gift. All Good is from thee. | Come down: 8 
5 ce into this Heart, for it cannot come up to thee! H 
; « Can the Plants go up to the Sun tor Life, or the I 
i « Eye for Light? Dwell in me by the Spirit of bo 
| 6 _ and f ſhall dwell by Love in thee. I eaſi- t 
Ml ce ly feel, that thro' thy Grace I love thy Word, 5 
1 « thy Image, thy Work, and O! how heartily d I 
= . & ] love to love thee, abs long to know and love. . h 
K e thee more? And if al Things be of Thee, and thro" Ml 
q 8 Thee, and to Tee, ſurely this Love is eminently. f 
MN &« ſo. It means Thee, Lord: It looks to Thee: 8 
3 « Tt ſerves Thee; For Thee it moves, and ſeeks, 1 
4 “ and ſighs: In Thee it truſts; And the Hope, and £ 
1 c“ Peace, and Comfort which ſupport me, are in l 
270 46 Thee. When I was a returning Prodigal in 0 
5 C Rags, Thou ſaweſt me afar off, and didſt meet 7 
It & me with the Careſſes of thy Love; and ſhall 1 : 


&« doubt whether he that has better cloathed me, 


' & and has dwelt within me, will entertain _ in f. 
"2 6 the World of Love?” = 
4 5 16. The Suitableneſs of Things . to my N 8 
15 fleſhly Nature has detained my Affections too much 991 
£6 on Earth; and ſhall not the Suitableneſs of Things { 
$3.2 above to my ſpiritual Nature much more draw up t 
Ll 1 my Love to Heaven? There is the God whom I 0 
7 | have ſought and ſerved. He is alſo here; but yeil- t 
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Light T jhall fee. Light. 
heavenly. Light, but under what Eclipſes, and. even. 
long and Winter Nights? There I ſhall dwell in 

the City of God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, where 
there is no Night nor Eclipſe. 


— — — — — 
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ed, and little known There heſhidesto waa ; 
rits in heavenly Glory. There is theSayiour in whom 
Thave believed. He alſo dwelt on Earth; but cloathed 


in ſuch Meanneſs, and humbled to ach a Life and 
Death, as was to the Fews a Stumbling-Block, and is 
the Greeks Fooliſhneſs. Now he ſhines and reigns in 
Glory, above the Malice and Contempt of Sinners. 
And I Hall live there, becauſe be lives; and in his 
I had. here fome Rays af 


There are hea- 
venly Hoſts, in whoſe holy Love and joyful Praiſes 
I would fain partake. I have here, tho* unſeen, 


had ſome of | their loving Aſſiſtance. But. there 1 
ſhall be with them, of the ſame Nature, and the 


ſame triumphant Church. There are perfected 


Souls; not ſriuing like the Diſciples, who ſhould be 


the greateſt ; ; not like Noah in the old World; or 


Lot in Sodam; or Abrabam among Idolaters; nor 
| like thoſe that wandered about in Sheep-Shins, and 
 Geat-Shins, being«deſtitute, afflicted, tormented, hid in 


Dent and Caves of the Earth; not like "Fob. on the 
Dunghill, or Lazarus at the rich Man's Gate; nat 
as we poor bewildered Sinners, feeling Evil and 
fearing more. Should I fear a. darkſome. Paſſage 

into a World of perfect Light? Should I fear to go 


to Love itſelf ? O excellent Grace of Faith which 


foreſees, and bleſſed Word of Faith which fore- 
ſhews this World of Love! Shall I fear to en- 
ter where there is no Wrath, Reſerve, Suſpicion, 
or ſelfiſh Separation; but Lond will make ;every 
holy Spirit as dear to me as  myſelt, and me to them 
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"ms lovely as themſelves, and God to us all more 
amiable than ourſelves and all ? Lord, hadſt thog 


not given me a Will and Lave, which: is Part of 
% my Nature, I could not have taſted how defire- 
able it is to live in a World of univerſal, perfect, 


„ endleſs Love. But unleſs thou alſo feddeft abriad 


« thy Love upon my Heart, by tbe Spirit of Jeſus, the 
great Medium of Love, and turn my very Na- 


* ture and Inclination into divine and holy Love, 


I ſhall not long for the World of Love. O gire 
me not only the Image of Godlineſs, but the di- 
« vine Nature, which is holy Love! And then my 


«© Soul will haften towards thee, and cry, How 


« Jong? O Lord, how long? O come, come 
„quickly, make no Delay !” Ge 3 
§ 17. Surely the Fear of dying intimates ſomg _ 
contrary Love that inclines the Soul another Way, 
and ſome ſhameful Unbelief of the attractive Glory 


* 


of the World of Love; otherwiſe no frozen Perſon 


longs more for the Fire, none in a Dungeon for 


Light, than we ſhould for heavenly Light and Love, 
The Love of God to himſelf is the moſt amiable Ob · 
ject to Saints and Angels; and next to that, his Love 
to all his Works, to the World, and to the Church in 
Heaven, manifeſts more of his Lovelineſs than his 
Love to me. Vet due Self. Love in me is God's 


Work and Part of his natural Image; and when this 


is grown inordinate by Sin, 1 muſt enquire after God's 
Love to me; for I am not ſo capable of aſcending\ 


above Self- Intereſt, and Self-Love, as I ſhall be in 
Glory. I am glad to perceive that others love God, 
and I love thoſe moſt that I find moſt love him. 


. But other Men's Love of God will not be accepted 


inſtead 
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Ch. 5. zo depart, and to be with Cbriſi. 123 72 
| inſtead of Mine. Nor will God's Love to others 


ſatisſie me without his Love to me, But when 
God's Self-Love, his Love to his Creatures, eſpe- 
cially the glorified, and alſo his Love to me a vile 
Sinner, are all before-me ; what ſhould then ſtay my 
* aſcending. Love, or diſcourage my Deſites to be 
with God ? * And canit thou doubt, O my Soul, 
« whether thou art going to a God that loveth thee? 
If the Jews diſcerned the great Love of Chriſt to 
Lazarus by his Tears, canſt not thou diſcern his 
Love to thee in his Blood ? It is not the leſs, but 
the more obliging and amiable, that it was not 
ſhed for thee. alone, but for many. May I not 
ſay, J live by the Faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himſelf for me? Lea, it is not 
ſo much, I that live, but Chrift liveth in me. And 
will he forſake the Habitation which his Love has 
choſen, and which he has ſo dearly bought? 
hat ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of God? IF 
Life has not, Death ſhall not do it. O my Soul, 
if leaning on Chriſt's Breaſt at Meat was a Token 
of his peculiar Love to Jahn, is not his dwelling 
in thee by the Faith, and his living in thee by 
his Spirit, a ſure Token of his Love to thee ? 
Did his darkly faying, if he tarry till I come, what 
is that to thee, raiſe a Report that the beloved 
Diſciple ſhould not die ? why, ſhould not plain 
Promiſes aſſure thee, that thou ſhalt live for. 
ever with him that loyeth thee ? Be not fo un- 
thankful, O my Soul, as to doubt whether thy 
heavenly Father, and thy Lord love thee. Canſt 
thou forget the ſealed Teſtimonies of it! Did I 

not lately repeat ſo many as ought to ſhame thy 
Db « Doubts ? 
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. © Doubts ? A Multitude of thy Friends have fo en- 
< tirely loved thee, that thou canſt not doubt of it 
and did any of them teſtifie their Love with the 
© convincing Evidence that God has done? Are 
© they Love itſelf ? Is their Love ſo full, ſo firm, 
© and unchangeable as bis?“ 1 think Heaven the 
"ſweeter, becauſe many of my old, lovely, affectio - 
nate, holy Friends are there, and am the more 
willing by Death to follow them. And ſhould it 
not be more pleaſing to think that my God and 
Father, my Saviour and Comforter are there? 
Was not Lazarus in the Boſom of God? And yet 
he is ſaid to be in Abraham's Boſom; that is, not 
- there alone, but as we are all to /t detun with 
: Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom” of God. 
am often ready to entertain myſelf with _— 
duch of my Friends as are now with Chriſt; but i 
Heaven they will love me better than they did on 
Earth, and my Love to them will be more plea- 
ſant. But all theſe Sparks are little to the Sun. 
8 18. Every Place I have lived in has its Monu- 
ments of divine Love. Every Vear and Hour of 
of my Life has been a Time of Love. Every 
Friend, Neighbour, and even Enemy have been the 
Meſſengers and Inſtruments of Love. Every State 
and Change of my Life, notwithſtanding my Sin, 
have opened to me the Treaſures and Myſteries of 
Love. And ſhall I doubt whether the ſame God 
loves me ? Ts he the God of the Hills and not of the 
Valleys ? Did he love me in my Youth and Health, 
and will he not alſo in my Age, and Pain, and 
Sickneſs? Did he love all the Saints better in this 
Life han at their Death? My Groans grieve my 


Friends, 


\ 
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Ch. 5. to depart, and to be with Crit." 12 3 


Friends; but abate not their Love. God loved ms * 


when L was his Enemy, to make me a Friend. God 


will finiſh his own Work. O the Maltitude of 


Mercies to my Soul and Body, in Peace and War, 


in Youth and Age, to myſelf and Friends! Have 1 


lived in the Experience of the Love of God to me, 
and ſhall I die doubting of it? I am not much in 
Doubt of the Truth of my Love to him. I love 
his Word, Works, and Ways, and would fain be 
n-arer to him, and love him more, and loath my- 
ſelf for loving him no better. Peter may more con- 
fidently ſay, Thou knoweſt that I love thee, than I 


know that thou loveſt me; becauſe our Knowledge 


of God's great Love, is leſs than his Knowledge of 
our little Love ; and without the Knowledge of our 


Love to God, we can never be ſure of his ſpecial 


Love to us. I am not entirely a Stranger to myſelf. 
J know for what I have lived and laboured; and 
whoin I have deſired to pleaſe. "The Gd 0 9e [ 
am, and whom J ſerve, hath loved me in my Youtn, 
and will love me in my aged Weakneſs, My Pains 
ſeem grievous; but Love chooſes them, uſes them 
for my good, moderates them, and will ſhortly end 
them. Why then ſhould J doubt of my Father's 
Love ? Shall Pain or dying make me doubt ? -Did 
God never love any but Enoch and Elijah? And 
what am I better than my Fathers? O for a clearer 
ſtronger Faith, to ſhew me the World that excell; 
this, more than this excells the Womb that conzei- 
ved me! Then I ſhould not fear my third 'Birth= 
Day for any Pangs that precede it; Methinks Da- 
iel; Tide, a Man greatly beloved, ſhould be endugh 
to make one joy fully love and truſt God, both in 
| FS. Life 
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— 


— 


# 
Liſe and Death. And have not all the Saints that 


Title in their Degrees ? What elſe ſignifies their 
Mark, Holneſt to the Lord? It is but our Separation 
to God as his peculiar beloved People. And how 


are we ſeparated but by mutual Love ? He that is 
No otherwiſe beloved than Hypocrites and Unbelie- 
vers, muſt have Ris Portion with them; and the 
Ungodly, Unholy, and Uriregenerate /ball not fland 


in Judgment, nor ſee God, nor enter into his Kingdom, 


Upright Souls are to blame for their groundlefs 
Doubts of God's Love, not for their acknowledging 
it, rejoicing in it, or for being ſolitious to make it 


ſure, | Love brought me into the World, and fur- 


niſhed me with a Thouſand Mercies, and has pro- 
vided for me, delivered, and preſerved me till now; 
and will it not entertain my ſeparate Soul? Is God 
Hike falſe or inſufficient Friends, that forſake us in 
Adverſity? 1 ä 6 
8 19. I confeſs I have by Sin wronged Love, but 
all, except Chrift, were Sinners, whom Love has 
purified and received to Glory. God who is rich in 


Mercy, for his great Love wherewith he loved us, even 


when toe were dead in Sins, hath quickened us together 
'with Chriſt, (by Grace we are ſaved) and hath raiſed 
us up together in heavenly Places in Chriſt Jeſus. O 


that I could {ve much, that have ſo uch forgiven ! 


The Glorified praiſe him that loved us, and waſhed us 
from our Sins in his own Bliod, and made us Kings 


and Priefts unto God. Our Father, which hath loved 


-us, hath given us everlaſting Conſolation, and good Hope 


thro Grace, I know no Sin which ] repent not of 
with ſelf-loathing, and I earneſtly beg and labour 


that none of my Sins may be unknown to me. O 
1 5 6 „ 


— 


Ch. ie ä o dent; ane ui cb : 


cc that God would bleſs.” my Accufations;' that 1 
4 may not be unknown to myſelf, tho ſome think 
« me much better than J am bo can underftantl 
« his Errors? Lord; cleanſe thou me from fecret - 
« Faults ; keeps back thy Servant alſo from preſumptu= — <2 
de gs Saur I have an Advvcate with thee, and thy 9 
'« Promiſe, that i tor confeſs our Sins, thou wilt for= 4 
5 give them. Wherever J have erred, Lord, make 
« it known to me, that my Conſeſſiom m may pre- 
ce vent the Sin of others; and where I have not 
ce erred, confirm and accept me in the right. And 
&« fince an unworthy Worm has had fo many | 

„ Teſtimonies of thy Love, let me not, when | 
„thou ſayeſt, I haue loved thee, unthankfully ask, | 
& wherein haſt thou loved me? Heaven is not more 
&« ſpangled with Stars, than thy Word and Works FE 
with the refulgent Signatures of Love, "Thy | | 
c well-bcloved Son, the Son of thy Love, under- 
« taketh the Meſſage and Work of the greateſt if 
« Love, was full of the Spirit of Love; which he #7 
„ thed abroad in the Hearts of thine Elect, that 1 
„ the Love of the Father, the Grace of the Son, - 
and the Communion of the Spirit, may be their 
„Hope and Life. By his Works, Sufferings, anfl 
Gifts, as well as by his comfortable Word, he 

ſaid to his Difciples, An the Father loved me, fo hads ne 
l {ved you, continue ye in my Love. Lord, how thall 
* we continue in it, but by the thankful Belief of 
„ thy Love and Lovelineſs, deſiring till to love 
* thee more, and in all Things to know and do 

- 2M =, Wilt, which thou knoweſt is my Soul's De- 
n 

§ 20. Draw nearer, 0 my Soul, to the Eofd 
of Love, and be not dom and flight 0 thy 
© Cons 
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 " * Contemplation of his Love and Loveline..Dwel MW 
_ £ in the Sun-Shine, and thou wilt know that it is | 
© light and warm, and comfortable, Diſtance and ml 


£ Strangeneſs cheriſh thy Doubts. Acquaint thy- 
„/ with him, and be at Peace. Look up, often 
_—_— and earneſtly look up, after thy aſcended glori- 
7.208 < fied Head. Think where, and what he is, and 
What he is now doing for all his own, and how 
once abaſed, ſuffering Love is now / triumphant, 
_ « reigning, glorified Love; and therefore not lefs 
\ | now, than in all its tender Expreſſions on Earth, 
it Had I done this more and better, and as I. have per- 
_ ſuaded others to do it, I had lived in more convin- 
1: cing Delights of God's Love, which would have 
turned the Fears of Death into more joyful Hopes, 
and more earneſt Deſires to bs with Chriſt, in the 
Arms, in the World, in the Life of Love, as far 
better than to be here in a World of Darknefs, 
Doubts, and Fears. But, O my Father, thou 
infinite Love, tho' my Arguments be many and 
„ ſtrong, my fleart is bad, my Strength is Weak- | 
& nels, and I am inſufficient to plead the Cauſe of 
thy Love and Lovelineſs to myſelf or others. O 
6+ plead thy own Cauſe, and what Heart can reſiſt ? 
& Let it not be my Word only, but thine, that 
thou loveſt me, even me a Sinner! Say as Chriſt to 
« Lazarus, ariſe ! Tell me as thou doſt that the 
Sun is warm, yea, as thou didſt, that my Parents 
«© and dearcit Friends loved me! Tell me, as b 
“% the Conſciouſneſs and Works of Life thou telleit 
% me, that thou ha{t given me Life; that while I 
& can ſay, Thou that knowe/! all Things, knoweſt that 
I love thee, I may infer, Therefore I know 1 = 
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beloyed of thee ! Thus let me come to thee in 
the Confidence of thy Love, and long to be 
nearer, in the clearer Sight, the fuller Senſe; and 
more joyful Exerciſe of Love for ever Father, 
into thy Hand, I commend my Spirit!" Lord Feſwss] 15 
recetde my Spirit. RÄmen 270 
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1 A Compaſſionate Addreſs to the Oh New 
groes in Virginia, and other Britiſb Colonicy 
in North-America. The Second Edition. Price 34. 
"fr The Grand Inquiry, Am I in Chrift or not? 
explained and recommended; in order to help an 
Man to know the State of his own Soul. With. 
ſome Prefatory Hints, for promoting a more gene- 
ral- Attention to fuch Self. Enquiry. The Second 
Edition. 84. 
III. The Sacred Almoner, in two Diſcourſes, 
The Firſt offers Advice to the Bountiful to de- 
vote ſome certain Proportion of their Revenues 
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Seripture - Language. 84. 
IV. Cb, igian Stedfaftneſs, A Funeral Sermon for 
the Rev. Mr. Darracett. The Third Edition. 6d. 
V. David in the Grave, aud Solomon on the , 
Throne A Sermon occaſioned by the Death of 
King George the Second, and the Acceflion of 
King Cores the Third... 6d 
VI. Heavenly Paths. 1. The Principles requi- 
ſite for ſecuring eternal Salvation. 2, The Tem- 
per requiſite for ſecuring eternal Salvation. 3. Se- 
rious Self-Enquiries for every Morning. 4. Seri- 
ous Self-Enquiries for every Evening. 5. Rules 
for the Sanctification of the Lord's-Day. The 
Third Edition, By an anonymous Author. 3d. 
VII. Mr. Baxter's Saints Everlaſting Ref?, 
 abridg'd: Or, a Treatiſe of the bleſſed State of 
the Saints in their Enjoyment of God in Heaven. 
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c or Summary of Doctrinal 
and Practical Religion. pe 15 
Evidences and Doctrines of Chriſtianity. 2. The 
Divine Virtues. 3. The Social Virtues. 4. The 
Human Virtues. ' 5. The general Properties and 
Perfection of Holineſs. C. Of Repentance. ' 7. 
Motives to Religion. 8. A general Application to 
Youth. - With a Preface, ſhewing the Importance 
and Advantage of a Religious Education; recom- 
mended to the ſerious Peruſal of all Heads of Fa- 
milies, and young Perſons. I s. bound. 

II. Nab's Faith and Obedience to Door ak. 
ings, and his Preſervation from the Deluge, con- 
ſidered and improved. A Faft-Sermon. 6 d. 
II. The Chriſtian's Triumph over Death. A. 
Sermon occaſioned by the much-lamented Death : 
of the Rev. Philip Daddridge, D. D. 69. 
- _ Theſe by the Rev. Mr. Orton. 8 

IV. Hymns founded on various Texts in the 
Holy Scriptures. By the late Rev. P. Dedariage 
D. D. Publiſhed from the Author's Manuenipr; 
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